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Victims: Natalie Brooks, 12, Paige Anne Herring, 12, Stephanie Johnson, 12, Brittany Varner II, and teacher Shannon Wright, 32 

Slaughtered by ‘boy who had a lot of killing to do’ 


By David Usbome 

in Jonesboro. Arkansas 


THE OLDER of the twobqys who 
were due to be charged later yester- 
day with capital murder in Tuesdays 
horrifying attack on fellow pupils at 
an Arkansas school told friends only 
one day earlier that he was incensed 
at bring jilted by a girlfriend and that 
“He had a lot of killing to do." 

. While police would say nothing 
about a motive in the shooting, in 
winch four pupils and one teacher 
died, anger over a romance gone 
wrong as well as anew affilia tion with 
a local gang emerged as the best ex- 
planation for tl^minmes of terror vis- 
ited on the Westside Middle School, 


on the outskirts of Jonesboro, a small 
university and farmmgtown in north- 
west Arkansas. • 

The girlfriend was reported to be 
12-year-old Candace Porter. Can- 
dace was named as one of 10 ottieis 
hfr in the lunch-hour fusillade win sur- 
vived andwho yesterday were still be- 
ing treated for their wounds. She was 
said to be in a stable condition and 
out of dangeif last night 

The two accused, identified in. 
■ newspaper r eports as Andrew Gold- 
en, 11, mid Mitchell Johnson, 13, were 
to be charged later yesterday at the 
county detention centre where they 
have been in custody since Thesday. 

Loc^prosecutoi c Bnait Daws said 
that under Aitaraaslaw the pair could 
be triedonty as juveniles. Thiswould 


imply that even if they were found 
guilty and served the strictest sentence 
they will walk free on their 18th 
birthdays. 

While teachers suggested that 
both boys had had good records of 
obedience in the 250-strong school, 
it seemed that Johnson had boasted 
recently of joining a He had 
reportedly been involved in a knife 
fight on Monday and had spoken to 
-several friends that day aboat his mur- 
derous intentions. No one, however, 
took him seriously. 

: -‘Tie toid usthat toauonuw,you wiD 
find out if yon live or die,' one pupil, 
Melinda Hanson, told reporters. An- 
other, Grades Vanoven added: “He 
told me yesterday that all the people 
who broke up with him, yon know. 


be’s going to come to school tomor- 
row and kill them. I thought he was 
just kidding around.” 

. Mr Davis attempted yesterday to 
damp down speculation over the mo- 
tive, however. “I don’t think logical 
explanations or reason will fit this type 
* of situation,” he suggested. 

Anticipating public outrage at the 
likely leniency of an eventual sen- 
tencing, Mr Davis added that he 
would “explore all options” to try the 
boys in a mann er to keep them be- 
hind bars beyond 18. That would im- 
ply intervention in The case by the- 
federal courts. 

Arkansas Governor Mike Huck- 
abee visited the school yesterday and 
expressed his' dismay over the shoot- 
ing “It makes me angry, not so much 


at the individual children that have 
done it as much as angry at a world 
in which such a thing could happen.” 
Myriad questions remained unan- 
swered last nig ht Who, for instance, 
was the owner of a white van found 
parked near the crime scene on Tues- 
day with a stash of weapons inside? 
And how did the boys get hold of 
some nine weapons they used to fire 
off their bullets? 

In Arkansas there is no law for- 
bidding minors from owning and us- 
ing rifles. Only handgun ownership is 
illegal for children. 

. The four children killed were 
identified as Natalie Brooks, 12, 
Paige Ann Herring 12, Stephanie 
Johnson, 12,andBrittany>faiiier, 11. 

Sitting ducks, page □ 
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Farewell to welfare as Blair 
orders Britain to work 





By Anthony Bevins 
and Fran Abrams 

AFTER 50 years’ faithful ser- 
vice, Tbny Blair’s Labour gov- 
^aipment will today wave 
ic >d-bye to the. Welfare State 
Bdroridge, offering instead 
enefos system that leaves a 
hi ^i-grade safety net only for 
tfipse who absolutely need it 
- " The long-awaited welfare 
Green Piaper, A New Welfare 
Ckjmtract, will make dear beyond 
d&ibt that those who can work 
have a “duty” to do so; those 
who can provide for their own 
security should “help them- 
selves".— while those who can do 
neither will be looked after.. 


T railing the Green ftper, Mr 

Blair said during Commons 
question time: “What is im- 
portant is that we have a wel- 
fare state in which there is 
work for those who can, secu- 
rity for those that can’t, and op- 
portunity for those deniedft.” 

There was no question, the 
Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman explained later, of 
offering a low-grade safety net 
for the destitute. There would 
be more help for those in the 
greatest need. Of that, he said, 
“no one need fear”. 

But the new model welfare 
system will overturn decades of 
passive welfare, m which 
claimants have sat back and ; 


waited for their giro cheques. 

In 1948, when the welfare 
state came into existence, two- 
. thirds of those claiming National 
Assistance, the precursor to to- 
. day’s Jobseeker's Allowance, 
were retired. Now, over two- 
thirds are below retirement age, 
and the Government is deter- 
mined to do all in its power to 
get them off welfare and into 
wort That is the contract. 

They have been given the 
£5bn New Deal welfare-to- 
woifc programme, offering 
them opportunities of work or 
training; the Budget will make 
work pay more than benefits; 
and the next and final stage is 
to' target the welfare system 


on those who really need ft. - 

Tbday’s consultative docu- 
ment wiD be accompanied by a 
Commons statement from 
Rank Field,' a politician whose 
career, has been dedicated to 
this fundamental change — in 
. which people will be offered re- 
sponsibilities to go with tbeir 
rights, to break the cyde of de- 
pendency and insecurity. 

The Green Paper will not 
contain a detailed shopping list 
of hard-and-fast policies op 
each benefit, but MBs are ex- 
pected to be given ah outline 
battle-plan, showing which leg- 
islation is coming up in next au- 
tumn's new session of. 
Parfiament, and when other 


decisions can be expected. 

A review of the uprating of 
the state pension is due to be de- 
livered in June, and a number 
of other reviews are expected to 
accompany the comprehensive 
departmental spending review - 
timed for delivery in July. That 
could include answers on the 
Child Support Agency, benefits 
for the long-term sick and 
disabled, and Housing Benefit. 

The seemingly intractable 
problems of bousing benefit 
were exposed yet again yester- 
day, when successive social se- 
curity ministers - Tory and 
Labour - faced scorching crit- 
icism from the Commons Pub- 
tic Accounts Committee for 


Mary Allen is forced to quit in new 
melodrama at Royal Opera House 


, m 



MARY ALLEN resigned last 
ni ght as chief executive of the 
Royal Opera House, writes 
David lister. Her departure di- 
maxes an extraordinary year in 
which the ROH has. been sav- 
aged by a House of Commons 
sriect committee, seen its chair- 
man and board resign and some 
of its most senior staff sacked. 

Mrs ADen was strongly crit- 
icised by tbeNational Heritage 
select committee last year over 
the maimer of her move from 
Secretafy^General of the Arts. 
Cotindl, which funds the Roy- 
al Opera House, totafce over as 

chief executive of the house. 


MarV Allen: "criticised by Natfcital Heritage committee 


the Arts Cornual not consulted. 
Gerald' Kaufman, the com- 


mittee chairman, repeatedly 
called for her resignation. But 
though the ROH chairman. 
Lord Chadlington, resigned in 
the wake of tbeieport, Mrs Allen 
refused to gp and said she would 
serve under the new chairman 
Sir Colin Southgate who is also 
the chairman of EML 

But yesterday at a heated 
board meeting Mis Allen was 
told by Sir Colin and the board 
that they wanted an artistic di- 
rector not an administrator to 
run the House. Insiders say 
she argued strongfy that ft need- 
ed “a strong arts administrator 
to cope with the financial diffi- 
culties” at the ROH. 

But the board rejected her 
arguments. Theywere said to be 


shaken by the recent defection 
of the Royal Opera Company's 
director, Nicholas Payne, to 
the English National Opera, and 
felt the House needed artistic 
credibility. Mrs Allen was said 
last night to be extremely upset. 
An ROH statement said only 
that there was “a growing dif- 
ference of views over the future 
plans for the organisation”. 

In truth, Mrs Allen’s position 
has looked unstable following 
the select committee’s report, 
criticism from the Arts Coun- 
cil (her chairman there Lord 
Gowrie said he had "bonded too 
closely” with her in explaining 
■why he did not block her move 
when be appeared before the 
select committee) and the fail- 


ure of Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, to back her publicly. She 
has always maintained that the 
criticism was unfair, saying “If 
there were mistakes, they were 
honest mistakes”. 

The Royal Opera House is 
currently the subject of an 
inquiry of opera provision in 
London being headed by Sir 
Richard Eyre. 

Finding shake-up, page 3 
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IRA splits 
put peace 
on the brink 


By Danrtd McKJttricfc 

■nelanc: Correspcodent 

THE security forces believe a 
dangerous new threat to peace 
in Northern Ireland has 
developed from a recently- 
emerged and as yet unnamed 
breakaway republican group 
with access to IRA technology. 

The group is believed to be 
responsible for a number of at- 
tacks, most recently Tuesday 
night's mortar attack on 
ForkhOl Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary station in south Ar- 
magh. The authorities regard 
it as a major danger to securi- 
ty in general and to the talks 
process in particular. 

The Fbrkhill attack and oth- 
er operations are designed to dis- 
rupt the talks, which are now in 
their final phase. The rfiarrman 
of the talks, former US senator 
George Mitchell, yesterday set 
a deadline for a deal by 9 April, 
suggesting that the parties go 
into continuous session for the 
previous three nights. 

The authorities fear that the 
period up until then will be punc- 
tuated by further attacks ema- 
nating both from republicans, 
including the new grouping, 
and loyalists such as the rene- 
gade Loyalist MAmteer Force. 

The new republican group- 
ing is thought to be headed by 
dissident IRA members who 
resigned from the mainstream 
organisation last November in 
opposition to the peace process 
strategy identified with the 
Sinn Fein president, Gerry 
Adams, and his supporters. 


Their political line is believed 
lobe that the Adams leadcrehip 
has strayed loo far from tradi- 
tional “Brits our republicanism. 
In this they are regarded ns sup- 
porters of a political grouping 
styled the “32 County Sover- 
eignty Committee.'’ Much of 
this group’s support is thought 
to come from disaffected former 
Sinn Fein supporters. 

Another breakaway repub- 
lican group, the Continuity 
Army Council, has been car- 
rying out bombing attacks in 
Northern Ireland towns for 
several years now. but the new 
grouping, though only a few 
months old, appears to have 
access to more sophisticated 
technology than the CAC. 

In addition to the Forkhfll 
incident it is held responsible 
' for a similar mortar attack on 
a security installation in 
Armagh city some days ago. 
These are the only mortar at- 
tacks carried out in Northern 
Ireland by a group other than 
the IRA, and as such they 
demonstrate a fast-increasing 
destructive capability. 

The RUC Chief Constable, 
Ronnie Flanagan, yesterda^ 
contradicted Ulster Unionist 
claims that recent attacks had 
involved the IRA. He said: 
“These attacks havfe largely 
been by republican terrorist or- 
ganisations. They are not the 
work of the Provisional IRA.” 

He added, however “The 
IRA remains an organisation 
which is intact and which pre- 
sents a threat to this society ...” 
IRA’s future, page 21 


N I \X A S T K .\ ^ VAUXHALL 


cot tackling massive levels of 
Housing Benefit fraud. The 
new Government is about to 
grasp that nettle. 

The Commons report said 
that fraudsters almost never 
face prosecution, despite the 
fad that an estimated 400,000 
of them are milking up to £2bn 
from the state each year. Of 
those who are detected, fewer 
than one per cent are taken to 
court. Just under half of all lo- 
cal authorities brought even 
one prosecution last year. 

“The waste of public mon- 
ey on Housing Benefit fraud is 
massive and inexcusable, and it 
has gone on for far too long,” 
the report says. 


‘ 0/7 the Monopoly 
hoard of small 
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Mayfair. With 
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By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

THE transformation of Aids 
from a death sentence to a 
treatable condition is raising a 
new spectre among doctors: 
that it will encourage careless- 
ness about sex and a resurgence 
of the epidemic . 

The extraordinary success of 
the Aids drugs introduced in 
the Last four years in cutting the 
death rate from the disease has 
radically changed patients' 
lives. But as the threat of full- 
blown Aids and death recede 
for those infected with the 
HIV virus, they are increasingly 
demanding to know whether 
they can return to unprotected 
sex and start families. 

The progressively more in- 
tense anti-retroviral drugs with 
which they are being treated 
dramatically reduce the 
amount of virus present in the 
blood. Testimony to their suc- 
cess is contained in a study in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine, which shows that 
among more than 1,200 patients 
with the severest immunosup- 
pression caused by HTV infec- 
tion, the incidence of Aids 
decreased by 73 per cent and 
deaths by 75 per cent between 
1994 and mid-1997. 

In New York, Aids deaths 
fell 29 per cent between 1995 
and 1996 and by 44 per cent be- 
tween 1996 and 1997. Similar 
falls have been recorded in 
Canada, France, Germany and 
Switzerland. One HTV activist 
quoted in the journal said: “In- 
stead of classes on how to write 
wills we now need classes on 
how to find employment." 

But if treatments reduce 
the amount of virus in the 
blood, they also reduce it in 


genital secretions. Does this 
mean that “unsafe” sex can be 
safe again? Doctors arc unsure. 
In an editorial, Bernard 
Hirschel and Patrick Franrioli 
of the 12th World Aids Con- 
ference, Geneva, say: “Patients 
seek our advice about their m- 
fectiousness bat we are unable 
at present to provide clear 
answers." 

They warn that Aids cam- 
paigns must highlight the lim- 
its of current treatments to 
prevent carelessness and a re- 
turn to old sexual habits. 

The new treatments also 
raise a new dilemma: when to 
start the drugs. They are pow- 
erful agents with side-effects 
that can be shrugged off in life- 
or-death situations but which 
acquire greater importance as 
survival prospects improve. Al- 
though their effectiveness is 
proved beyond doubt in pa- 
tients with severely affected 
immune systems, in others the 
balance of advantage is less 
clear. 

The side-effects, which in- 
clude loss of fat from the body 
and an excess in the blood, “are 
likely to matter to young 
asymptomatic [without symp- 
toms] patients who care about 
their body image and who may 
worry about the risk of heart 
disease in the years ahead." 

Drs Hirschel and Frandoli 
say that the treatment which is 
now saving lives In the West is 
an "inaccessible dream" for 
most Aids sufferers who live in 
the developing world because of 
its cost: $12,000 (nearly £7.500) 
a year. “Nothing is likely to 
bridge the gap between the 
rich and poor countries. Only 
prevention and perhaps some 
day a vaorine are likely to make, 
a real difference," they say. 



Media-friendly: The cast of Friends in London yesterday to promote a series for Channel 4..{Back row, left to right) Matt 
Le Blanc and David Sdmimrner, (front) Courtney Cox, Mathew Perry and Jennifer Aniston Phptograph: Peter MaafarmkJ 


Railtrack cash plan 
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By Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Plans for a 10-year, £17bn 
spending spree on the nation's 
railway* were attacked by the in- 
dustry regulator yesterday after 
intervention by the watchdog 
saw his office launch an imme- 
diate investigation into the 
“commitments” to passengers. 

Railtrack, which owns 
Britain’s stations and si gnalling , 
published its spending pro- 
gramme, which it described as 
“a blueprint to regenerate the 
railways". But John Swift QC.. 
the regulator, said the pro- 


gramme contained "very few 
firm commitments to deliver ag- 
nrficant improvements” for pas- 
sengers and freight customers. 

Mr Swift said he would find 
out if train operators thought 
Rail track’s management state- 
ment met their needs. He re- 
ceived strong backing from the 
Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, pho welcomed Mr 
Swift’s a^fipja. Industry ob- 
servers say did {dans contain hi- 
de new mopey for the network. 
Despite the headline figure, 
£16bn was promised last year 
ai^afriiii^£640m4S paid of 
a deal with Richard Branson’s 


Virgin group to upgrade the 
west coast line. 

The ride for passengers is . 
also set to get worse. Raitaack 
identified 15. congestion hot- 
spots on the network. Despite 
this, the situation will not im- 
proveunta,2002 at the earliest. 
Sir Robert Horton, Railtrack’ 
chairman, said: “There are real 
congestion problems at certain 
times of the day and these have 
to be overcome. The problem 
is m part the need for ever-in- 
creasing numbers of passengers 
on the network." Paul Prescott, 
.a Railtrack. dii^tor, r said^ . 
“Some train comj^Mrequjre' 
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to grow by 10 per cenL a year." 

However this increase in 
“train miles" has adversely af- 
fected pnnctuality. Figures show 

an increa si ng n umb er of pOOr- 

ly performing train services. 
“Ttdsis due to a 5-per-cent in- 
crease in train miles,” said Mr 
Prescott. 

Adefi the train-drivers’ 
onion, has long criticised Rail- 
track for its safety record and 
yesterday Lew Adams, general 
secretary, said it was launching 
its own initiative which would 
see drivers “moderating their 
speed? over track they consid- 
ered “dangerous". . 
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IF IT were not for a wonder- 
ftd invention patented 96 years 
ago, much of the south-east of 
the United States, including 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia 
and the Carolinas, would have 
remained wilderness, alligator 
swamp and farmland, instead 
of being home to kune of the 
most rapidly growing cities in 
the Union, such as Miami 
and Atlanta. 

All this is down toneme 
man, Willis Haviland Carrier. 
Like the invention of the el- 
evator, which made the sky- 
scraper possible, Carrier’s 
brainwave - air conditioning 

- allowed the urbanisation of 
the Deep South, a place with 
a truly nasty summer climate 

- co mbining very high tem- 
peratures and. humidity. 

Carrier’s first patent, for 
“an apparatus for treating 
air", was filed in 1902. At- 


Officers 
suspended 
pending 
jail inquiry 

By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondert 

SEVEN prison officers were 
suspended at a private jail last 
night after a inquest jury ruled 
that an inmate awaiting trial had 
been unlawfully (oiled after he 
was placed in a necklock dur- 
ing a violent struggle. 

The family of Alton Man- 
ning, 33, who died of asphyxia 
at Blakenhur5t prison near ' 

Red ditch, Worcestershire, in 
December 1995, immediately 
cflUftri for the prison officers in- 
volved to be prosecuted. 

The Prison Service an- 
nounced that seven officers 
had been suspended at Blaben- 
hinst jail, which is run by the 
private company UK Detention 
Services Ltd, while investiga- 
tions are carried out. The 
Crown Prosecntion Service is 
believed to be studying the 
findings to decide whether crim- 
inal charges should be brought. 

Campaigners yesterday 
called for an end to use of head- 
locks as a restraint technique, 
which is being reviewed, and for 
the Home Secretary to set up 
a public inquiry. The Prison Ser- 
vice was accused of failing to 
heed past lessons of past -this 
is the third unlawful killing ver- 
dict returned for an inmate in 
jail since 1979. 

The unanimous verdict by 
the inquest jury at Kiddermin- 
ster town halL after 15 days of 
evidence and testimony from 30 
witnesses, was greeted by cheers 
from the public gallery. 

The hearing heard how Mr 
Manning, of Sparkbrook, Binn- ' 
ingham, had pressure placed on 
his neck at some stage before 
he was pronounced dead at the 
privately run jail. 

The jurors heard from a 
Home Office pathologist that , 
the prisoner, who stopped 
' breathing while being remold 
from a cell, suffered bousing to 
his back and neck. He died of 
asphyxia consistent with his 
breathing becoming impaired 
while being restrained, they '* 
were told. 


tempts at air-conditioning 
had been made before, but as 
these involved huge quantities 
of ice that had to be replaced, 
they were for from practical. 
Carrier's machines worked 
on the same principle as the 
refrigerator, compressing gas- 
es with a pump, and allowing 
them to expand, taking heat 
from their surroundings. 

Initially, only industry was 
interested in his idea. Carrier’s 
first customer was a Brooklyn 
printing company, which was 
having problems in the sum- 
mer with its colour dyes. But 
soon the value of aiicon was 
realised, and it was reported 
that “patrons exclaimed with 
delight when they got through 
the doorway" of a newly air- 
conditioned Texan theatre. 
Department stores and busi- 
nesses found they could in- 
crease safes and productivity by 
keeping cool, and by the Fifties 
aiicon was common in homes 
and cars across the country. 

Thanks to the ubiquity in 
the US of Carrier's invention, 
few Americans would tolerate 
the sticky and unpleasant con- 
ditions still commonly found 
in British offices, schools, cars 
and homes in July and August. 
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An era ends as racecourse bookies go on line 
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By Greg Wood 
Raring Reporter 

THE BRITISH racecourse betting 
ring, a throwback to a different age 
which has barely changed since Vic- 
torian times, is to undergo the most 
dramatic and far-reaching reforms in 
its history over the next 18 mouths. 


ring. Other changes will indode a re- 
laxation of the stria rales on where 
bookies can shard, and allow their 
“pitches" to be positioned around the 
paddock ami hnspiiaBayareas-inolli- 
er words, pteccsvtee ft Kcasy for their 


be reqnned to pG«t a bond before ber 
ing allowed to trade, and make an an- 


odds from the top of upturned wood- 
en crates could b egin to disappear as 
eariy as this October, under recom- 
mendations published yesterday by a 
committee which has spent many 
months studying the arcane ways of the 


and junk metal The new joint wfll be 
a standard construction of coloured, 
moulded plastic, with a power supply 
to allow the use ofboth a recorder 

and, almost inevitably, a computer, 
since the end is also in sight for tra- 
ditional bookmakers’ tickets. 

At present, on-course bookmakers 
caD a punter’s bet to a ctek who shares 


The most dramatic change, how- 
ever, will be in the appearance of the 
belting ring. lor decades, the standard 
bookie’s “joint", the structure from 
which be operaies, has been hlllc more 
than a hastily erected heap of boxes 


prin t ed betting ticket which gives the 
. bookmaker’s name and a unique num- 
ber, but nothing more. Rom 31 De- 
cember 1999, the ticket will be 
required to list not just the bookie’s 
name and address, but also the race 


time and name, the ticket number, the 
name of the horse becked, the stake, 
odds, type of bet and ihe potential re- 
turn. A computerised system For han- 
dling bets will thus be almost essential. 

The average age of bookmakers 
also seems certain tofaH Until now, 
a system of “seniority” has governed 
the allocation of racecourse pitches, 
with booties often spending 20 yeais 
or more on a waiting list before they 
axe allowed to weak at the biggest 
tracks. Sochi though, they will be able 
to auction (heir pitches to the highest 
bidder, which may persuade maty of 
die oldest gentlemen of the ring - sev- 


eral are well into their 80s - that the 
time has finally come to retire. 

Any radical change will have its 
casualties, however. The booties' 
clerks, whose skill and accuracy in fill- 
ing out huge ledgers of bets and lia- 
b3ities,tometimesattheiateQfaticfca 
eveiy four seconds, is cme of the won- 
ders of the track, may be redundant 
when the computers arrive. 

TSo-tac, ihe racecourse semaphore 
system, should still be essential, how- 
ever, and one other familiar feature of 
the joint will surely remain. No book- 
ie, after all, would feel complete with- 
out a very deep satchel. 
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Funds cap on arts companies 
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By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

THE country’s biggest arts com- 
panies, including the Royal 
Opera House, Royal Shake- 
speare Company and National 
Theatre, axe likely to be put on 
fixed-term funding contracts. 

An end to the 50-year-old 
system by which the same com- 
panies, by and large, can expect 
to continue to receive public 
money year after year was 
promised yesterday by the in- 
coming Arts Council chairman 
Gerry Robinson. 

Mr Robinson, who also 
chairs Granada PLC, was 
brought in by Culture Secretary 
Chris Smith to bring a more 
business-like approach to the 
Arts Council and arts funding. 
His first initiative is sure to take 
the arts world by surprise. 

He said at a lunch with arts 
journalists yesterday that he 
would be bringing in “funding 
contracts" ranging from one 
year to five years for all the Arts 
Council's clients. When their 
time was up they wo aid have to 
prove again that they were 
worth public money and the 
council would decide if they 
were actually good enough. He 
said this would encompass all 
the well-known names indnd- 
ing the Royal Opera House and 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Company. 

Mr Robinson said; “Wfe have 
tohaveapfflfodoftiniemwhich • 


we can say in five years time we 
will have another look ai 
whether they should have the 
money. You need a mecha- 
nism which enables you to look 
at it quite freely and rn«kr a 
judgement. 

“There is a real problem un- 
der the present system rh«t 
funding just carries on. I think 
the London Arts Board [which 
recently cut funding to Green- 
wich Theatre] has been very 
brave in saying that certain or- 
ganisations are not up to the 
mark.” 

Mr Robinson also said that 
the Arts Council had been “in- 
effective” in recent years and 
did not seem to have any over- 
all policy. Part of his philosophy 
he said, was “to fund fewer or- 
ganisations better”. 

In the past the council has 
occasionally ceased funding 
small companies. But while the 
major clients may suffer varia- 
tions in their grants, they have 
been secure in the knowledge 
that they are seen in petpetu- 
ity as publicly funded ffag&hij * 
This could now change. 

A spokesman for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company said: 
“We will have to wait and see 
what happens. We have to plan 
several years ahead anyway so 
we would not be against fixed- 
term contracts as such. But we 
would certainty be extremely 
shocked if there was any 
thought of us ceasing to be pob- 
licty funded.". . .J. 





[Stumbling dinosaur 
toddler finds a 
path into posterity 


Subsidised: A performance of Das Rheingofd at the Royal Opera House In. London 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspcnaent 


ABOUT 1X3 million years 
ago, a dinosaur toddler 
stumbled into a shallow, 
murky lagoon and drowned. 
In doing so it gained an 
extraordinary immortality, 
for today it Is described as 
the most well-preserved 
dinosaur fossil ever found. 

Muscles, intestines, liver 
and even traces of the 
unfortunate infant’s windpipe 
can be seen in the exquisitely- 
detailed fossil, although - 
strangely — none of the skin 
r emains. 

The reptBe was probabty 
less than 2ft long from nose 
to tail; the exact length mil 
never be known since the end 
of its tail is missing, as are 
the lower parts of its bade 
legs. It only had Its haby 

teeth, and the Italian 
palaeontologists who describe 
it in this week’s issue of the 


science journal Nature say it 
was “little more than a 
hatchling”. 

The dinosaur fossil was 
discovered in limestone in the 
Benevento province of 
southern Italy, which is well 
known for its superbly 
preserved Gsh fossils. 

The rock is the remains or 
sediments laid down in 
shallow lagoons with low 
oxygen levels during the early 
Cretaceous. 

Cristiano Dal Sasso. from 
the Natural History Museum 
in Milan, and Marco Signore, 
of BristolUniversity, claim 
that the fossil “shows details 
of soft anatomy never seen 
previously in any dinosaur". 

■ A carnivore, it stood on 
two legs, had front limbs with 
three sharp daws, and is 
distantly related to the 
fearsome Tyrannosaurus rex. : 
It is the first dinosaur fossil 
to be found in Itaty as weft as 
being a species new to 
science. 
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Irish autocrat haunted by smell 
of skeletons in the cupboard 


IN THE NEWS 


CHARLES HAUGHEY 






AUTOCRATIC to the end, former 
Taoiseach Charles Haughty was yesterday 
bluntly defending his claim that whatev- 
er he and his family accumulated during 
his years in power is nobocty’s business bin 
his own, writes Alan Murdoch in Dublin. 

He was in the High Court in Dublin 
flanked by wife Maureen, daughter 
Eimear, and sons Conor and Sean, to stop 
in its trades a Dafl-backed tribunal inves- 
tigating his finances. By extension that in- 
quiry would atan delve into the background 
to a range of government decisions dur- 
ing a cabinet career spanning over 30 years. 

Though propped up by a crutch after 
a riding accident in which he broke a hip, 
Mr Haughey was in foil command of his 
bat tling faculties. The man once famous 
for his terrifying baleful stare denounced 
the latest investigation into his affair by 
Judge Michael Moriarty’s tribunaL 

The aftermath of Haughey 1 s rule has 
been an avalanche of investigations -into 
a smell from a dusty cupboard marked 
“Skdetons, properly of The Boss.” He kept 
a straight face some months ago when 
telling a judicial tribunal “I just want to 
say i hat I did not have a very lavish lifestyle. 

: 1 My work was my lifestyle.” for the record, 
this is the owner of Abbeville, a sumptu- 
ously furnished north Dublin Georgian 
mansion on a 280-acre estate, ayaebt and 
a private island off Kerry. 

Other features of a diligent life of pub- 
lic representation include a family-owned 
helicopter firm run by son C i anift , Joans 
to which greatly interested tribunal in- 
vestigations, and a stud farm. Haughey se- 
nior also likes fin e wines, opulent hotels 
tind debonair female company- The prob- 
lem is that such indulgence exceeded his 
ability to pay for it as a salaried politician. 
Like the thud secret of Fatima, most 
Dubliners expected to go to their graves 
without hearing the real source of his 
wealth. But for the disclosure during a fatu- 
ity row by Haughey fan and former stores 
magnate Ben Dunne tha t he bad bailed 

cMthecash^trappedpofitkaanfotbehmc 

Lgf £1 3m between 1987 and 1992, they 
prould be none the wiser. Haughey at && 
fdenied then confirmed the payment . 

-Suspicion grew that there might be oth- 
er Ben Dunnes. Questions were raised in. 
the Dail about whoihey might be and what 



Haughey: Spent £300,000 a year in the Eighties, several times his salary 


they may have got in return. There was 
much interest in disclosures that DiibEn 
finan cier Dermot Desmond had loaned 
cash to refurbish Hanghe/s yacht and paid 
in advance for executive helicopter service. 

faJamuuyDesnwod confirmed he pro 
vided Haughey with further funds from 
1994, two years after he left office. 
Desmond’s stodc-brokerage grew rapid- 
fy fa the late Eighties, aided by a stream 
of contracts from Haughey^ gov ernment . 

After an initial appraisal of evidence, 
a faE tribunal last summer established that 
cash gifts to Haughey had been channelled 
through offshore accounts held by Irish 
multi-millionaires known as the Ans- 
bacher deposits, at times holding up to 
£38m. Haughty's personal expenditure in 


the Eighties was pat at £300,000 a year, 
several times bis salary. 

Yesterday Haughey seized on that 
first tribunal’s conclusion that it had 
made no. finding of “politkal improp r ie ty ” 
against him. This being so, he argued, the 
setting up of the second tribunal under 
Judge Moriarty was “constitutionally 
doubtful, and grossly unfair.” 

Haughey signalled he was not going to 
give an inch. He was, he promised, ready 
to defend every decision he had made as 
Thoiseach or as a minister right back to 
1961. His lawyers claimed the latest tri- 
bunal is no more than “a trawl” through 
his finances, and argue ft maybe uncon- 
stitutional, since it effectively seeks to use 
recent ethics legislation retrospectively. 


K>UR-TJMES^ Charles 

^reported ba«Jc-i?X 
and! pervafties bil I frvm Irebuxfc, R«v- •. 
^et^mmlssioners offl-Tm. 

VtfHEN BO>^hiGo^ln't992 f 
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fceow't, Nomore of that. 


.IN I97D hawas acquitted in the Anns 
Trial amidaccusatiortSL that foods he V 
controlled as finance minister for^jhh 

' relief of Carbolics In Northern Ireland 

- had fouqd its way irrto -the hands of die 
embtyonlc Provislot^ IRA. " • 7 j . v. - . 

- ASKEDBYa tribunal lastyiarff 
hbearfier faJtestafcoriMtf ao- . 
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Ibasted. 


We apologise for toasting the Pentium® II processor in public. 
But facts are facts. According to benchmark tests carried out by 


Power Mac <33 266 


Pentium 11/300 Windows NT 
Pentium 11/266 Windows NT 


BYTEmark Integer Index Scores the highly respected 

- — ~ J BYTE magazine*, the 

Pentium 11/300 Windows NT *-26 \ w 

Pentium 11/266 Windows NT 3.77 processor inside 

nr** asjizsi? Km can look Uup. Jn industty-Arndmi BfTEmark test, ftw- npa; A nn 1p 

K G3pnctsstt consistently outpixjbrmtrtfo Pentium Epmessors. CYCIJ' 11CW 

Power Macintosh* 4 G3 is up to twice as fast as the Pentium II. 

That's because the PowerPC”* G3 processor is simply better 
designed. It’s less than a third the size of a Pentium 11/300 — and 
shorter paths are faster paths. It has over twice as much Level 1 
cache, for even greater speed. And, drawing less than 15% of the 
power consumed by a Pentium II/300, it runs far cooler 

Bottom line: In real-world applications, the PowerPC G3 


scorches the Pentium II as vividly as it does in benchmark tests. 
Best of all, you’ll be pleased to discover that you can now enjoy G3 
power from as little as £1,199 ex.W(£l,409 inc.VAT)-** 

It’s right there in black and white. Despite all of those 


spread 


COlOUrful costumes Adobe 7 " Photoshop 4J3 Performance (total times, 16 common tasks) 

. , Power Macintoshes 266 9eoonds~| 

Intel just can t pantiumll^WlrKtows^ 718 J) seconds | 

match the ■ Pentium fl/266 Windows NT ~ 814^5 seconds") 

l» _ ,.f <!.' In a suite cfAdobe Photoshop tests, fa 266MHz Power Mac Gits up to 

penormanefi Ol me ' 200 seconds faster Bxm a Pentium Il-basedPCTwmmgWjndoeis® NT. 

PowerPC G3 processor that-drives the newest Power Macs.” 4 Then 
again, they sure can dance. 

To find out more, contact one of our partners listed opposite, 
call the Apple Information Centre on: 0870 6066220 or visit our 
Web site at www.euro.apple.a»Q/uk 


Power Macintosh G3 266 611.1 seconds 


Pentium 11/300 Windows NT 


718.0 seconds 


Pentium n/266 Windows NT 


814.5 seconds 


In a suite Adobe Photoshop tats, fa 266MHz Power Mac Gils up to 


Think different' 


lTO.Aopframwitf.fr>cAfli1^H*«vsd.lN>Apptefagofea<»0«»^&aawTM*8n<!Ap^ kv- M -tti-rr nmriuri _ i L- „ 

I It ■ tnchnwric at lm*r*Bana) Bu«n«t Machm Corporator. usad undw icm towafrom. -Sourcr 8ytt Magazine, January 1898. ** Sunesed relafi pries of tfw nwnto » d recognised as belonging to nrapeotfw cormaNoa. 
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Poachers* slip 


Clubbers dance 
to bouncers’ 


-trade tune 
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A MOST interesting copy of a letter on Guardian-Observ- 
er stationary, signed fay the newspapers’ editors. AJLan Rhs- 
bridger and Will Hatton, has landed on Pandora’s de^. The 
text of the letter is old noxious stuff: a erode sales pitfb de- 
signed to lure Independent readers to defect sent oat in ear- 
ly February. What makes this letter interesting is that it is 
addressed to “Mrs N Major” at 10 Downing Street. London, 
SW1. Pandora feels that the boastful Harms made by Mssrs. 
Rusbridger and Hutton in the letter are hideously under- 
cut by the fact that they - or their staff - appear not to have 
noticed that Mrs. Norma Major moved out of 10 Downing 
Street in the middle of last year. (In the meantime. Pando- 
ra has taken steps to ensure that Mrs Major, a loyal Inde- 
pendent reader, continues to receive her copy every day at 
her Huntingdon home.) 

Commercial logic 

AUTHORS and literary agents on both sides of the 
Atlantic are incensed by the Bertel smann purchase of 
Random House. The deal will reduce the mqjor players in 
United Kingdom book publishing to just tlii yg 
Random/Ttansworid (Bertelsmann-own ed ), 

HarperColtins and VI king- Penguin. Random/Ttanswortd 
will control more than 26 per cent of the UK fiction 
market and literary agents fear the deadening effect that 
this will have on formerly lucrative blockbuster novel 
auctions. At the same tima, authors fear that *hht is yet 
another example of the “corporatisation’’ of publishing 
that has driven so many talented editors oat of the 
profession and left the marketeers in contraL 
However yesterday Louis 
Baum, editor of the 
Bookseller magazine, put a 
refreshingly optimistic view 
of the deal to Pandora. 

“Yes, this makes 
Random/lransworld a 
formidable player, bat 1 
don’t think it reduces 
competition in respect of 
publishers selling books 
into the market,'’ he said. 

He believes that the deal 
will be good for booksellers 
and book readers. “This is going to change attitudes. 
Bertelsmann is the third largest media group in the 
world. Their willingness to invest in books win make 
the City more keen to invest in publishing. Everyone mil 
see that there’s money to be made. In the end, I think . 
more books are going to be sold in this country as a 
result” 

Teutonic tactics 

IN THE meantime, where are the Euxosceptics now that we 
need them? Where is all the rhetorical thunder and light- 
ning about the fact that our precious British literary culture 
is rapidly falling under Teutonic control? Before the latest 
Random House capitulation there was a great British fam- 
ily publishing house called Macmillan that was quietly con- 
quered by the German company Holtzbrinck. 

Sparklers and pigeons 

CALLING all anti-hunting militants. It's time to pack 
yoar black balaclavas and head off to South Africa. The 
SA government has just announced its intention to shoot 
all the pigeons in its north-western region. 'The reason: . 
diam ond thieves are using the birds to transport their 
spariding booty out of the heavily policed zone. According 
to Man da Msomi, chairman of the SA par li a men t's public 
enterprises committee, “The Law now is to shoot all 
pigeons on sight.’* If you are not the militant type, yon 
might think of expressing yoar disapproval at this outrage 
by sending all your diamonds to Pandora’s Save die 
African Pigeon Fund. Then again, you’d be mad if yon _ 
did that. 

S exgate ripples spread 

THE CLINTON Sexgate saga is so popular with readers 
in America that the usually solemn United States broad- 
sheets are losing their composure in the heat of the battle ■ 
for good stories. Indeed, backs from the New York Times 
have been accusing the Washington Post of being biased to- 
wards Paula Jones and her lawyers, while the Post's hacks 
have come out accusing the Times of being partial to Clin- 
ton’s lawyers. Recently, the Times published an article that 
described a Post article as “mostly wrong” . Good stuff, the 
kind of journalism British readers enjoy every day. But the 
stuffy seif-satisfied New York Times lost its nerve and only 
put the story in its final edition, excluding it from the Times’ 
Internet site. 

Pandora 
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The Dry-Cleaner’s Son 

By Neil Powell 

The dry-cleaner's son is ruining my life. 

Two years ago, he’d help out Saturdays, 

Slight boyish chores rewarded with ice-cream. 

Last summer he’d grown lanky, self-aware:- 
Out in lhe street, washing his father’s van. 

They staged a grand balletic water-fight. . 

Now, taller of the two, he rails me “mate", 

Wm deputise for dad, or join him in 
A loose bravado, male confederacy. 

His shirts - today, gigantic hippie flowos - 
Are as loud as his crotch-line; sod ha former selves 
Lost postcards from the summers left behind. 



«: (Carranet, £8.95). Neil Hweu. wm mra. m 
It^^^hfished critical works such as Ca^pentere 
^f^guage of Jazz as well as four collections 

c since 1977. 



Rave on: Criminals are using dub bouncers to sell drugs Photograph: Andy Blackmore 


By Jason Bennett© 

Crime Correspondent 


ORGANISED criminals are 
employing bouncers to sell 
dregs and using violence to 
collect “taxes” from other door- 
men and dealers operating in 
chibs and pubs, a Home Office 
study reported yesterday. 

The research uncovered di- 
rect links between bouncers, 
mmmals and drug dealing, and 
found corrupt security compa- 
nies operating a “control the 
doors, control the floors’" strat- 
egy. The findings of the study, 
which examined the use of 
bouncers in Merseyside and 
Northumbria, will add pres- 
sure on the Home Office to in- 
troduce legislation to control the 
unregulated and booming door- 
supervisor industry. 

Jack Straw, the'Home Sec- 
retary, has been criticised for 
dragging his feet on the issue. 

Despite repeated promises 
to regulate the industry, the 
Home Office has merely carried 
out a second consultation ex- 
ercise and insisted that action 
will follow. .. 

The report. Clubs, Drugs 
and Doormen, carried out by the 
Home Office's Police Research 
Group, provides compelling ev- 
idence of the widespread illegal 
activities of bouncers and then- 


bosses. It said that bouncers 
were involved in drug dealing in 
a number of ways. 

“Staff may simply turn a 
blind eye to dealing activity, 
receive payment in return for 
permitting dealing on the 
premises, or act as dealers 
themselves.” 

Some bouncers held a stock 
of drugs which they distributed 
to dealers working in the dubs 
once stocks were sold. Women 
dealers were becoming in- 
creasingly popular as they are 
less likely to be searched. 

A study of Liverpool found 
that well-organised criminals 
ran a security firm that used vi- 
olence and bribery to take over 
the bouncers at dubs and pubs 
who then controlled the drug 
supply. 

In Newcastle criminals were 
not so closely involved and 
were more likely to “tax” 
bouncers and approved dreg 
dealers who operated in the 
dubs. 

A council door-registration 
scheme in Newcastle, in which 
bouncers have to be approved 
and trained, was praised, but re- 
searchers said it was not a 
panacea and did not prevent all 
drug dealing. 

The expanding dance mar- 
ket, in pubs, dubs, and ware- 
houses, provides criminals with 


an opportunity to make huge 
profits. 

A survey last year found 
that 90 per cent of 517 people 
in London questioned at dance 
events said they planned to 
take dregs did: evening. About 
half were going to take cannabis 
and ecstasy, about 40 per cent 
amphetamines, and 16 per cent 
LSD. 

Among the recommenda- 
tions in yesterday’s report was 
for the police to use more un- 
dercover teams in dubs, to find 
out more about bouncer's drug- 
dealing techniques and to mon- 
itor the men behind security 
companies providing doormen. 

A scheme at the Ministry of 
Sound club in London, where 
half the bouncers are hired 
from the West Midlands and a 
code of conduct has been drawn 
up, was also praised as helping 
drive out criminals. 

Local authorities were rec- 
ommended to set up more 
doormen-registration schemes 
and enforce health and safety 
regulations. 

New powers for local au- 
thorities to close down dubs 
immediately where dregs were 
found to be sold are to come 
into power in May. 

■ Clubs, Drugs <md Doormen 
is available free from the Home 
Office, Fax 0171 273 4001 


The Liverpool and Newcastle experience 


ORGANISED criminals were found to have 
infiltrated the pub and dub scene in Merseyside 
to sell drugs. One security company operated a 
"control foe doors, control the floors" approach 
to foe distribution of drugs. It moved into 
Liverpool by buying up easting bouncers with 
cash bribes or using violence and intimidation 
against those who refused to co-operate. 

7he firm's bouncers either sold foe drugs to 
dub- and pub-goers directly or took a cut from 
the doormen. 

During a period between January 1995 to 
December 1996 police inquiries identified 49 
bouncers working in Merseyside who were 
known to them. Nine had convictions for drug 
offences, one director had a conwction for drug 
production. A head doorman at one dub was 
faring a charge of conspiracy to supply- Twenty- 


eight of the men had convictions for violence 
induding two murders and three attempted 
murders. The police arrested and jailed three of 
the men in charge of the company, but within a 
year a new firm, containing several members of 
the old one. was operating in Merseyside. 
Manchester, V\6m'ngton, and Southport. 

“The connection between drugs and bouncers 
in Newcastle is not as acute as in Liverpool yet 
police believe about one in 10 of the estimated 
1,200 doormen are involved in crime. 

Drug dealers and criminals rely on 
"intimidation and extreme violence" to force 
doormen to pay them a “tax" and to allow 
approved dealers into the dubs and pubs. At 
least 38 doormen are known by the police. 
Twenty-five have been convicted of violence, 
including murder. 


Toast the new Power Macintosh G3 
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Lawrence 
family felt 

scorned 
by police 


By Kathy Marks 


A SENIOR police officer in- 
vestigating the murder of black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
was handed a list of suspects by 
his parents, which he screwed 
up into a ball before their eyes, 
the judicial inquiry into his 
death was told yesterday. 

Doreen Lawrence. 45. 
Stephen's mother, made an im- 
passioned attack on police in a 
statement to the inquiry. They 
had treated the family with dis- 
dain. she said, and had kept 
them in the dark about the 
progress of the investigation into 
Stephen's death. 

Two liaison officers assigned 
to the Lawrences seemed more 
interested in gathering infor- 
mation about her son than in 
providing support, she said in a 
statement read to the inquiry in 
south London. The officers re- 
peatedly asked them about 
Stephen's friends and whether 
he had belonged to a gang. 

“They never actually told us 
what their role was." said Mrs 
Lawrence. “We were never giv- 
en any information. As the 
days went by. we were never 
made aware of anything that 
was happening." 

The inquiry, chaired by Sir 
William Macpberson of Ouny, 
is examining the issues arising 
from the death of Stephen, 18, 
who was stabbed by a white 
gang at a bus stop in Elthain, 
south-east London, in 1993. 

Mrs Lawrence told the in- 
quiry panel that the names of 
murder suspects were passed to 
the family by visitors and rela- 
tives in the days after Stephen 
died. Two weeks later, when ar- 
rests bad stQI not been made, 
she gave a list of the names to 
a senior officer on the investi- 
gation. Detective Chief Super- 


intendent William Ilsley. “He 
rolled the piece of paper up into 
a boll in his hand," she said. “1 
don't think l said anything, I was 

so shocked." 

Mrs Lawrence alleged that 
police officers were patronising 
and unsupportive from the out- 
set When (he family first heard 
from a neighbour that Stephen 
had been attacked, they tele- 
phoned 999 for more informa- 
tion and were told: “It's news 
to us." 

At the hospital, she said, of- 
ficers did not speak to them at 
all. “The police did not come 
and say to us that your son has 
died, and this is how he died, 
this is what happened." 

The liaison officers ap- 
peared mainly interested in 
people who congregated in the 
Lawrences’ home after 
Stephen's death, including 
members of anti-racism groups, 
she said, adding: “The people 
in our house were all black. The 
people who killed my son were 
white." 

Five white local youths were 
eventually charged with mur- 
dering Stephen, but the case 
never reached trial. Mrs 
Lawrence said that the family 
found out about the first arrests 
from the media. 

Constable Linda Bethel one 
of the first officers on the scene 
after Stephen was attacked, 
told the inquiry yesterday (hat 
she did not find out that he had 
been stabbed until three hours 
later. 

Although he was lying on the 
pavement in a pool of blood, she 
did not fetch her fust-aid kit 
from the patrol car. “I did not 
appreciate that he was in a bad 
state, that he was going to die," 
she said. 

The public inquiry contin- 
ues today. 



Stepping out: The model Chant elle Stephenson wearing an outfit (dress, £355; shoes, £220) from Moschino’s couture collection at the opening of 
the Milan fashion housed new shop in Conduit Street in the West End of London yesterday Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Blair vows to fight crime and racism 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


THE crime and racial discrim- 
ination that make the lives of so 
many members of the ethnic mi- 
norities intolerable would be 
tackled by the Labour govern- 
ment, Tony Blair said last nigh t 
Speaking at a London din- 
ner for about 350 successful 
Asian business people, the 
Prime Minister said: “I want to 
see your success extended to 
others. And that can be helped 
by a government willing to tack- 
le those things that make life in- 
tolerable for too many people: 


in particular crime and dis- 
crimination. I am proud tbaL 
Britain is a multicultural soci- 
ety that works. The modem 
Britain 1 want to create is worth 
nothing if it is built on intoler- 
ance towards those of a differ- 
ent colour, religion or beliefs. 

“Cultural diversity enriches 
Britain. The contribution of 
the Asian community makes 
Britain a better place to live. 
You are central to Britain’s 
strength in the future. That is 
why we win continue to promote 
opportunities for aH across all 
parts of government and soci- 
ety. Because any society that dis- 


criminates against people 
because of their background is 
not just a society lacking moral- 
ity, bat a waste of real talent” 
At the start of Prime Minis- 
ter’s questions in the Com- 
mons yesterday, Mr Blair told 
MPs that he would be attend- 
ing the “Asian 200” dinner, and 
there was a roar of approval 
when he said he was going 
“both to celebrate the enterprise 
of the Asian community and 
reiterate our total opposition to 
racism in all its forms.” 

Last night, in his Caf6 Roy- 
al speech, he said: “We will tack- 
le under-representation across 


key areas of society And we 
are tackling crime, especially 
among young people. Crime 
levels are far too high. Espe- 
cially in the inner-city areas 
where many Asian businesses 
are located and where marry 
Asians live. And be in no doubt 
that we will not tolerate racial 
har assm ent." 

Following The Independent’s 
call fora pofificalstand to be tak- 
en against racism, Alex 
Salmond, leader of the Scottish 
National Party, said yesterday 
that once the Scottish Parlia- 
ment had been set up, bis par- 
ty would be introducing strong 


anti-racism laws, going beyond 
■nristing British legislation. 
“Scotland's reputation as a place 
of tolerance and ethnic diversi- 
ty is precious to the SNP and to 
all who live here," he said. 

. The Commission for Racial 
Equality also announced that it 
had lifted the threat of issuing 
the Ministry of Defence with a 
formal Non-Discrimination 
Notice, but under a partnership 
agreement signed tty Sir Charles 
Guthrie, Chief of the Defence 
Staff, the CRE is to remain 
closely involved in developing 
racial equality practices in the 
services until at least 2003. 


Man quizzed 
over murder 

DETECTIVES investigating 
the murder of 14-year-old Kate 
Bushel! yesterday arrested a 
20-year-old man. He is being 
questioned at an Exeter police 
station about the murder of the 
schoolgirl, who was kHfed while 
walking a neighbour’s pet dog 
near her home on the outskirts 
of the dty last November. 

Kate’s body was discov- 
ered by her fattier, Jeremy, just 
300 yards from her home. Her 
throat bad been slashed. Mur- 
der hunt police ordered DNA 
tests on ail men living in ahaif- 
tnile radius of the scene. 

Alert over pills 

THOUSANDS of packets of 
paracetamol tablets are being 
recalled after itwas discovered 
that some were contaminated 
with aspiruLM&A Pharma- 
cia m Limited is withdrawing 
from sale packs of 25 500mg 
Mandanol tablets after con- 
cerns that the rogue piDs could 
be a danger to children or 
those people allergic to as pirin 

Drink-drive limit 

A CROSS-PARTY committee 
of peers last night called for the 
drink-drive limit to be reduced 
to about one pint of beer. 

While backing the Euro- 
pean Union proposed limit 
for the UK of 50mgs of alco- 
hol per lOOmls of blood, the 
committee refused to support 
an EU directive to harmonise 
the drink-drive laws across 
Europe. - CoBn Brown 

Doncaster arrest 

DETECTIVES investigating 
allegations of corruption at 
Doncaster yesterday arrested 
a Labour councillor. Michael 
Collins was arrested on suspi- 
cion of false accounting in a 
long-running inquiry into ex- 
penses, foreign trips and rela- 
tionships between councillors 
and developers. 

Border demand 

THE Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, is to demand that the 
Belgian government take ac- 
tion to halt the flow of bogus 
asylum seekers arriving in 
Britain after being ordered 
out of Europe’s “open bor- 
ders” area. 
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Film-world 
levy to put 
Britain in 

the frame 

By David Lister 

1 Arts News Editor pbasis placed oo big money, as 

successful pictures Eke Mrs 

__ Brown and The Rill Monty 

1_HE Government is asking the “mnM nnt haw h p*»n .^nan^r ” 
fflm industry to pay a voluntary He a&o «M* “We arc al- 

ev y i? order to raise £15m a ready known m Hollywood for 
year for trai nin g, distribution what we make. We don’t need 
and script development reb randing or promo ting out of 

The Film Policy Review onrdqss or beyond.our creative 
Group, chaired tty the films min- powers, 
ister, Tom Clarke, and Stewart “Hollywood isn't really a 

TD1, chairman of Polygram F3m creative industry, it is an imitfl- 
E n te rt ai n ment has asked die in- five one. What's imitated is die 
dustry to pay half a per cent of last big success and this has 
the film and video companies’ made for a formulaic pre- 
film revenues. It has also reo- cfictabQity, compared with the 
ommended that the Govern- freshness <rf our own one offap- 
ment open a UK film office in preach.” 

Los Angeles to entice Holly- Film publicist Sara Keene, 
wood producers to make films who was on one of the review 
in Britain. group sub-committees, de- 

The group was set up by the feuded the notion of film edu- 
culture mini ster, Chris Smith, cation in schools; “If you , 
with the objective of finding educated people about film, 
ways of improving the market then they demand .better film*; 
share of British films. It also and will not be satisfied with fbr- 
wants to see film education in mulaic and lightweight Holly- 
schools and the Arts Council wood-style movies.” 
switching lottery money away Further propo sals in the re- 
from production of new British port aim to strengthen the sup- 
films and into development porting infrastructure for 
and distribution. developing the film industry. 

Mr Smith said yesterday it The report recommends that 
was planned to have the vol- the statutory definition of a 
lintary levy in place ty next year British film should be amen el- 
and the film office in Los An- ed to make it more practical and 
geles up and r unning by this user-friendly. Additionally, a 
September. Mr Clarke added: new definition of a “culturally 
"“This report is the biggest re- British film " should be intro- 

„ view of British film for 30 years, duced to assist monitoring and 

* It is not a quick fix. marketing. Mr Smith said; The 

“Rather, a logical series of Government places special on- 
interlocking proposals which phasis on the creative industries, 
win in time create a more robust They make up a huge and 
and competitive industry to growing part of our economy, 
benefit of British audiences bigger even tiian manufacturing 
and the British economy.” and with limitless potential as 
But the initiative was con- new forms of communicadon 
demoed as “misbegotten” by the make access to creative input, 
film critic Alexander VAlker. ever easier and more entic- 
He said there was too much em- mg.” 
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in water wars 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


BIG cuts in water bills could 
leave wildlife and wetlands high 
and dry and polluted, conser- 
vationists argued yesterday. 

The Environment Agency, 
the Government’s leading green 
watchdog, said it was possible 
to have five years of unchanged 
bills while still safeguarding 
rivers, lakes and marshes. 

It joined pressure groups 
attacking the industry's eco- 
nomic regulator, Ian Byatt, 
head of Ofwat, for saying he 
wants an across-the-board cut 
in bills in 2000. This, they claim, 
pre-empts the debate about 
what it will cost to protect the 
environment. 

Mr Byatt and other com- 
batants in England and Wales’ 
water war were on the platform 
at a London conference or- 
ganised by the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds. At is- 
sue is the limi ts on household 
water bills which will be im- 
posed on the water companies 
for the years from 2000 to 2005. 

Mr Byatt plays the lead role 
in setting them, but the Secre- 
tary of State for the Environ- 
ment, Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott, decides the bal- 
ance of power between the en- 
vironment, customers and 


water-company shareholders. 

The price limits will not be 
settled until next November. 
Until then, there is a three-way 
fight, with distrust and hostili- 
ty between the parties, all of 
which could be sensed yester- 
day’s. In one comer is Mr By- 
att, determined to push through 
pride cuts. The average bill, £243 
this year, has doubled since pri- 
vatisation in 1989; even once in- 
flation is accounted for, the 
increase works out at nearly 40 
per cent 

In the second corner are the 
Environment Agency and Eng- 
lish Nature, the Government’s 
wildlife protection aim. They 
fear that too Bale money wiD be 
devoted to improvements to 
smaller sewage works and bore- 
holes needed to protect rivers, 
lakes and bogs. 

The third group is the water 
companies, anxious to protect 
profits and shareholder divi- 
dends. On hand yesterday was 
Mr Prescott’s deputy, the envi- 
ronment minister Michael 
Meacber. His speech covered all 
the conflicts, noted the decision 
for the Government on water 
bills was difficult, and gave 
away nothing about what it 
would be. But, after railing at 
water “fat cats” in opposition. 
Labour will find it tempting to 
endorse a cut in bills. 



Targets for GCSEs 


SECONDARY schools should 
set targets for lb-year-olds’ 
GCSE results, Stephen ^ers, 
the school standards minister, 
said, suggesting that local au- 
thorities might agree the tar- 
gets with their schools, writes 
Judith Judd. 

Ministers have not yet (ta- 
ckled whether to set national 
targets for GCSEs similar to 
these for 1 l-year-dds. Local ed- 
ucaiion authorities already have 
to agree targets in English and 
at the end of primary 
They must also agree 
targets with individual schools. 

But Mr Byers, who was 
speaking at a Local Govern- 


ment Association conference, 
made it dear that local edu- 
cation authorities must not 
“nanny” schools. As' he is- 
sued a new code of practice 
outlining authorities’ powers 
to intervene in schools, he 
warned that the power should 
be used sensibly. Authorities 
should go into a school “only 
if there is reasonable cause for 
concern. We believe schools 
must be responsible for then- 
own performance,” he said. 

The new oode tries to strike 

a balance between the powers 

of local authorities on the 
one hand and heads and gov- 
ernors oo the other. 
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Flying the flag; 
Ralph Fiennes 
in a scene 
from Onegin, a 
forthcoming 
British film 
backed by 
American money, 
which is being 
shot fn Britain 
and in Russia 


THERE WAS ONLY ONE FEATURE 
WE COULD POSSIBLY IMPROVE. 


£ 569 -( 


inrJ.YAX ] 
cxd. monitor J 


incl-VAT \ 
esd. monitory 


200MHz 1 Intel Pentium* processor 
with MMX™ technology 


Advanced Manageability 
features 



2MB® Integrated 
Graphics 




Lotus SmartSuite 
licence included 


2.5GB 3 S.M.A.R.T 
hard drive 


IBM PC300GL 


There’s never been a better time to buy an IBM PC Because right now, all 
this leading edge technology, reliability, security and quality is yours at an 
unbeatable price. Stocks won’t last long so don’t miss out. Call any one of the 
following JEM Dealers and place your order today. 

Action 0800 333 333 SHI Systemhouse 0990 667 766 

liiiaac 0990168 356 Technomatic 0990 275111 


OTHER IBM 
PC 300GL MODELS 
AVAILABLE. 

•From 200MHz Intel Pentium* 
processor with MMX m technology to 
300MHz Pentium” II processor 

• 16MB or 32MB standard memory can 

be upgraded to 256MB 

•Choice of S.M.A.RT. hard drives 

2J5GB 10 4.2GB 

•Windows *95 or Windows NT 

-All models are Wake on LAN enabled 



pentium* 



Solutions for a small planet 


-Price nobis to model £2B30UK (model shown. PC ortyl enough parfcfpeifrTg daaler5.MuaJ read pnee ray vary 15'MoniDr shown based on model G51 pan nymacr 4t03iUK a avjrfabic 31 E2J0 .nci VATTfco MlI Ir&do 
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Artist 

‘carried 


remains 
on bike’ 


AN ARTIST “trying to under- 
stand death” rode a motortyde 
through London carrying stolen 
bits of dead bodies wrapped in 
bin-liners inside a rucksack, a 
court was told yesterday. 

Anthony-Noel Kelly, 42, a 
former butcher, who made sil- 
ver and gold-coloured sculp- 
tures from the parts, told police 

the largest and heaviest was the 

head and torso of an old man. 

Fortunately, preserving flu- 
id they had floated in for at least 
IS yeans at the Royal College of 
Surgeons' headquarters had 
kept them “limp", and he had 
no trouble folding the arms 
across the chest for easier trans- 
portation. Southwark Crown 
Court in south London was told. 

Mr Kelly, of Clapham, south 
London, and Niel Lindsay, 25, 
a former trainee lab technician 
from Stoke Newington, north 
London, both deny stealing pans 
of dead bodies from the college 
between June 1991 and No- 
vember 1994. Mr Kelly- also de- 
nies dishonestly handling them. 

The case continues. 


Canadian walkabout Prince William shaking hands with admirers gathered to greet him in Vancouver yesterday. Prince 
sons are on the family’s first official visit to North America since Diana, Princess of Wales died last summer Photograph: Jeff Vmmdc/Reuttrs 


At the Halifax we’ve just launched 
a new Monthly Saver account that 
makes saving even more rewarding. 

You can save a fixed amount 
between £5 and £250 each month 
which will earn an attractive 7.5?o 
each year made up of a healthy interest rate of 5 % 
and an annual bonus of 2.5%. 

Because we know you’re only human, you do have 
the flexibility to miss one monthly payment and make 


one withdrawal a year and still 
get your bonus. And, if you're one 
of the lucky 25 winners in our 
Double Your Money competition, 
we’ll double the amount you’ve 
invested over the first year. 

For more details just call into your local branch or 
phone us free on 0800 10 1110 for an information pack. 

Whatever you’re saving for, it’ll pay you to save 
regularly with the Halifax. 


HALIFAX 


Get a ittie extra help. 

www-haTrfaxxojjk 
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‘Mail* over 


By Louise Jury 


THE Daily Mail sod a London 
publishing house are locked in 
a disagreement over & biogra- 
phy of Diana, Princess of Wdes 
by Richard Kay, the journalist 
closest to the Princess. 

The newspaper said it Jias 
signe d a deal with Boxtree to 
turn a series of articles into a 
book. But the publisher is 
playing down the newspaper’s 
involvement and has heavily 
promoted the book - Duma, 
The Untold Story - at the Lon- 
don Book Fair, emphasising 
the Kay authorship. . 

The newspaper and pub- 
lisherwffl meet next week to dis- 
cuss how the book should be 
marketed for the launch on 10 
July. 

Among matters to be clari- 
fied will be the billing of Geof- 
frey Levy who was co-author of 
tbe series of newspaper articles. 
Mr Levy was not mentioned in 
a glossy brochure at the fair or 
in the publisher’s catalogue. 

Mr Kay is well-known as the 
princess's confidante, but has al- 
ways been extremely sensitive 
about the friendship and his 
dose relations with her family. 
He attended her funeral as a 
private guest and refused to 
write about it- 

A book byhim “unveiling 
the truth about her childhood, 
her 31-£tted marriage to 
Grades, the men who came into 
her life...* in the wards of the 
publisher's brochure, would be 
a publishing coup. 

The catalogue says: 
“[Richard Kay] feels feat his 
rote remains to put the record 
straight about the life of fee 

princess and describes a very dif- 
ferent woman from the bitter 
bfiliznic portrayed in Andrew 
Morion’s, biography... From 
his special standpoint as Diana's 
mouthpiece, KayteDs fee untold 
stoiy”. 

A spokesman for the Daily 
Mail said last night feat it was 
fee newspaper's own venture 
and that it had received the 
£50,000 advance, not Mr Kay, 
as The Independent has 
reported. 

A spokesman for tbe news- 
paper said they had made a 
“staggeringly large cheque” to 
the princess’s memorial fund, 


charities, when „ 

fee Diana, The Untcld^ory, 
series. "If you rang the 
memorial fund and asked them 
how they felt, they would eulo- 
gise about Richard Kajflf^eof. 
frey Levy and the DatyMsi? 
fee spokesman said 

The newspaper refused to 
say wfaefoer any of the proceeds 
of tbe book would go to fee two 
reporters. But the spokesman 
said Richard Kay had recxirved 
the information contained in fee 
series as a Daily 
and that information befonged 
to the newspaper. . . .. 

The book will bind togeth- 
er the 12-part series wife im in- 
troduction. - Adrian Sa&too, 
who s^ped fee deal for Bc&toee, 
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DIANA 
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Tbe brochure promoting 
the book at the London fair 


set up to raise money for her 


INDEPENDENT 


WIN A FAIRYTALE BREAK AT 

Dalhousie Castle 


Take part in our unique 
competition and you could be 
enjoying an unforgettable 

romantic weekend at the 1 3d 

century Dalhousie Castle 
hotel Situated in countryside 
Just 20 minutes from the heart 
of Edinburgh, die castle has 
played host to many famous 
historical figures from Oliver 
Cromwell to Queen Victoria. 


leave your name and full 
address. 


Q: When is Bunts night 
celebrated? 


Call 0930 514 881 


Your prize would indude two 
nights luxury acc o mmodation 
for two fen a Casde double! twin 
room with a compRmentary 
mom upgrade, subject to 
availability, faQ Scottish 
breakftsts, dinners in the fire 
(fining barrel-vaulted Dungeon 
restaurant and a 
complimentary horde of 

ne on arrival Prize go 

by 31/10/98. 


If ynife not kiefy enough ® Mn, wfy 
nK take advantage of at exetar* 
for btfcpcndere reodert cnpHOj? 


Foe tiiapt&i rate a(pixll IS per 
Ota yoursef and your power 
no two nfeta suy Mtitiuiy 
■ fl cmiim Kta dnnlMSanBfi breotjaai 
and (fans' ta (he Dwgwm lauinm 
onoreafcftt Offer wrfcf urs# 31a May 
1996, ewkfiig Eoser end atfea to 
mdbikf. Offer based on tm sharing a 
room far a mMnun cm n$te torf. 


To ennsr this competition dial 
the number below, answer the 
following question on line and 


la tedi cat Dcfnefe Cask an 01875 
820153 

(po*jThe Mtptmfcn c$r 


c SCp par *tJ ikm. Winner picked m random after Rom ctoie 17 March IWt 
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part of the Macmillan group, 
said there would be a new 
2^00-word introduction, but 
fee Daily Mail insisted yester- 
day feat fee book would contain 
nothing which had not been 
published in tbe newspaper. 

MrSingtdnsaid he expected 
it to be a success: “We expect 
to sell an awful lot of copies. It 
happens to be an extremely 
good book, it’s beautifully writ- 
ten. and a great story.” 

No mention was made of the 
Daily Mail or Mr Levy in fee in- 
formation prepared for the 
London Book Fair because that 
was a rights fair for foreign buy- 
ers. MrSington said: “I haven’t 
decided yet whether I’m going 
to call it a Daily Mail book.” 
■ Trustees of Diana’s memo- 
rial fund last night refused per- 
mission for an American toy 
firm, Hasbro, to make a Sindy 
doll looking like the princess. 
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MoD concealed 
radiation leak 
at A-bomb base 


Aquatic encounter: Valerie Taylor, a leading diver and underwater photographer, in a tank with sharks yesterday at the London Aquarium to 
promote the London International Dive Show which wiD be held at Olympia, west London, on Saturday and Sunday Photograph: John Vbos 


By J eremy Lsunncc 
Health Editor 

VITAL information about the 
release of radioactivity after 

an accident at Greenham Com- 
mon airbase was withheld by die 
Ministry of Defence from the 
government-appointed com- 
mittee set up to investigate it, 
a report says today. 

Members of the Committee 

on Medical Aspects of Radia- 
tion in the Environment (Co- 
mare) were “quite angry and 
disturbed” when they found 
that details of the 1958 accident, 
in which a B-47 bomber was de- 
stroyed, had been concealed. 
Professor Bryn Bridges, the 
chairman, said yesterday. 

It is the third time ibe com- 
mittee has been lied to since it 
was established a decade ago to 
advise the Government on the 
effects of radiation in the envi- 
ronment. Professor Bridges 
said: *T hope ibe dimate of dis- 
closure is changing. The public 
would exited it to change. 4 

The latest case of non- 
disclosure meant a 1989 inves- 
tigation by the committee into 
the high incidence of child- 
hood cancer in west Berkshire 
had to be reopened. That in- 


tbc rate could have been caused 
by radioactivity released from 
the three nuclear establish- 
ments in the area, at Aldcr- 
maston, Burghfield and 
Harwell. It concluded that the 
radioactivity front tbese sources 

was too low but did not know 

about the pcxssibiKiy of a release 

from the airbase. 

In 1996 ibe Department of 
Health asked the committee to 
return to the issue after the 
Campaign for Nudcar Disar- 
mament said, on the basis of a 
secret MoD report, that a nu- 
clear weapon had been dam- 
aged in the Greenham 
Common accident, releasing a 
burst of radiation. 

In today's report the com- 
mittee says there is nothing to 
suggest, on the basis of the in- 
formation supplied to it, that a 
mid ear weapon was involved in 
the accident, in which an aiuxaft 
preparing for an emergency 
landing dumped fuel in the 
wrong part of the airbase, de- 
stroying the B-47 on the 
ground. Levels of radioactivity 
recorded by the MoD in 1961 
were no higher than known re- 
leases from the Atomic 
Weapons Research Establish- 


ment at Aldermaston studied in 
the committee’s earlier report 
and were too low to account for 
the excess childhood cancers. 

Professor Bridges said the 
excess of cancers was not 
unique to west Berkshire. Oth- 
er counties, including Oxford- 
shire and Buckinghamshire, 
also have high rates which arc 
unexplained. Although the re- 
port confirms the earlier find- 
ing, that radioactivity in the area 
cannot explain the cancer clus- 
ter, the committee remains 
concerned that the public will 
lose trust in its work unless or- 
ganisations can be depended on 
to co-operate. Professor 
Bridges, of Sussex University, 
said: The MoD is a major play- 
er in the nuclear field and its re- 
sponsibility is no less than other 
sectors of the nuclear industry 
to make relevant information 
available.” 

The MoD had been “caught 
in an impasse'* because the rel- 
evant documents were classified 
secret. “They couldn't tell us 
they existed, and because we 
didn't know they existed, we 
couldn't ask for them. As soon 
as we knew of them and asked 
for them (following the CND 
report], we got them.** 


Young men turn to 
unhealthy pub life 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

MORE young men are turning 
to unhealthy pub-based 
lifestyles, drinking and smoking 
too much and seeing games of 
. snooker or pool as their 
favourite exercise. 

According to the General 
Household Survey, compiled by 
the Office for National Statis- 
tics (ONS), one in eight young 
men aged 18 to 24 drinks on 
average more than 50 units of 
alcohol a week when the 
Department of Health recom- 
mends no more than 21 units. 

The proportion of young 
men drinking more than the 
recommended limit reached its 
highest level in 1996, with more 
than four in ten men exceeding 
the limit 

Young men were also more 
likely than any other age group 
to smoke. In 1996 43 per cent 
smoked compared to 37 per 
cent in 1988. Tfeenagers were 
most likely to smoke high-tar 
cigarettes with 79 per cent of 
men and 66 per cent of women 
doing so. However, they did 
smoke fewer cigarettes, with 16- 
to 19-year-old men smokers 


averaging 82 cigarettes per 
week and women 68, compared 
to 112 and 96 for men and 
women smokos overall. 

Social class plays a large part 
iodetmnimnghowfikdyyocare 
to smoke. The ONS found that 
men in households headed by 
someone in unskilled -manurd 
work were four times as hketyto 
smoke as men from a profes- 
sional household. "Women, in 
similar circumstances, were 
three times as likely to smoke. 

However, the reverse is true 
when it comes to drinking 
where professional women 
were three times as. likely to 
drink rune than the recom- 
mended levels than those living 
in unskilled households. 

Young women also showed 
a marked tendency to drink 
more than the suggested levels 
with a quarter of l8- to 24-year- 
olds drinking more Than 14 
units a week compared to one 
in seven in 1984. 

Men drink on average 16 
units per week compared to 63 
for women. Exercise for men 
rommonly consisted of a game 
of snooker or pool, whereas 
women preferred swimming 
and keep- fit For leisure activ- 


ities 99 per cent of adults had 
watched television in the four 
weeks before being interviewed. 
There was an increase in the 
number of people reading with 
two-thinlsofadultssayingtbey 
had read a book in the weeks 
before interview compared with 
54 pec cent in 1977. 

We are also becoming a na- 
tion more obsessed about its 
well-being, according to the 
General Household Survey, 

One in 16 people said they 
had an acute Alness which re- 
stricted their activity compared 
with 8 per cent in 1972. . 

“These are self-reported so 
itisa question of perception of 
Alness,” said Paul Hunter, a 
researcher for the GHS. "But 
jpeatcr expectation of a healthy 
lifestyle could be the cause. 1 
. Nearly one in five of adults 
said they were anxious or de- 
pressed, with a greater propor- 
tion of women than men 
reporting this. Anxiety and de- 
pression was highest amongst 
women of 75 and over. 

■ Living in Britain. Results 
from the 1996 General House- 
hold Survey is available from 
the Stationery Office price 
£3930. 


Cannabis marchers to test 
law with dope sandwiches 


By Graham Ball 


THE former drugs smuggler 
Howard Marks is to test a loop- 
hole in cannabis laws this week- 
end by offering himself for 
arrest for eating sandwiches 
made up of cultivated 
mar ijuana seeds. 

, In yesterday’s Independent it 
was reported that police chiefs 
are urging the Home Office to 

bring in new laws banning. the 
trade in cannabis seed and 
dope-growing equipment. 

. . At present it is completely 

legal to buy, sell and possess 
cannabis hemp seeds but it is 
illegal to grow them. 

The Association of Chief 

Police Officers (ACPO) is lob- 
bying the Home Secretary to 

■ dose what they consider to be 

9 i^jwl Innnhnlft. 



■ ascertained that in their ^ view the 
is 


a serious legal loophole. 

Mr Marks will make his 
move on Saturday, follcwn^tiie 
Independent on Sundays de- 
criminalise cannabis march ana 
rally in Trafalgar Square. The 
plan to expose the inconflsten- 
cy of the present law is the 
brainchild of a Gtestoabuiy- 
based drug campaigner who 
a* has changed his name ton 
Robert. Christopher to we® 
Rob Cannabis. 

Mr Cannabis has been in 
contact with the Home Office 
Action Against Drugs Unit and 


deemed to be cultivation and 

therefore against the law. •. 

. “After Saturday’s march 
Howard Marks is to join me at 

Charing Cross PoBce Station 
where we wll offer ourselves for 
ariosi for -the crime of distrib- 
ution and possession of ‘sprout- 
ed hempseed* sandwiches'’, said 
Mr Cannabis whose Free Med- 
ical Marijuana. .Foundation 
distributes cannabis by post to 
those who self-administcr the 
drug .to alleviate . medical 
■ ailments. 

“According to the Home Of- 
fice-.we wiD be m breach of the 
law. despite the fact that sprout- 


nuiritioudy balanced food 
sources known to man. The 


food is also entirely drug free, 
containing: no THC (the 
psychoactive ingredient of 
cannabis] whatsoever”, said 
Mr Cannabis. 

Howard Marks, who served 
eight years in an American 
prison for cannabis trading in 
the 1980s and is now a best- 
selling author, deplores the 
ACPO proposals. 

Tt seems that the police are 
determined to pull fothe wrong 
direction, despite the obvious 
recent changes in public atti- 
. tudes. Banning the sale of seed 
. win not make any difference to 
the overall quantity consumed 
it will just chive the trade far- 
ther underground” he said. 

■ For more information on 
Saturday’s march call 0181- 
964-2692. 
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v Oyer 300,000 of you have just told us what you 
want from your phone service. 

Price was obviously top of most people's list. 
So we give our new customers 100 minutes of local 
V eventtyg crib free, eveiy month. It gives 

- people extra value ai a time they really want it 

In Robert's case It keeps hfa Mum off hb back. 
As for hb Mum, well, it saves her a bit of money. 

And our tariffs are also taSored around 
individuals - we save you money bn the type of crib 
you make the most: local, national or hnemadonaL 

As Britain's new phone, TV and Internet 
provider, we wanted to start off dtfferendy. With you. 

What can We do for you? 
FreeCall 0800 0 68 8090 

■ , hnp://www.cwcom.caiA 
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London calling: If Chris Patten (left) ran, his likely rivals would include Lord Archer (second left), Simon Hughes* Glenda Jackson and Trevor Phillips 


Tories press Patten to join 
race for Mayor of London 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspon-Jent 

SENIOR Conservatives last 
night were making a renewed 
appeal to Chris Paucn. former 
governor of Hong Kong, to 
throw his hat in the ring for the 
first elected Mayor of London 
al ter declaring it a “real job with 
real power”. 

He refused to stand until he 
was convinced it was si real job. 
but a friend said: “We are hop- 
ing he will now decide to stand 
There arc real powers for the 
new mayor.” Mr Patten is seen 
by some Tories as the best hope 
to stop Lord Archer, the author, 
and so far the most enthusias- 
tic campaigner for the post. 

Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, was emerging as Tony 
Blair's preferred choice to run 


against Ken Livingstone, the 
former GLC leader, and 
Labour MP, who announced 
yesterday he would be standing. 

Mr Dobson has made it 
dear he wants to continue with 
his Cabinet role, but that could 
change next year if he was in- 
vited to stand. He is viewed by 
the Labour leadership as the 
strongest candidate to beat Mr 
Livingstone, a member of the 
party's national executive with 

a following from his days as the 
charismatic boss of the GLC. 

Glenda Jackson, transport 
minister for London, will also 
declare her hand after the May 
7 referendum, which is expect- 
ed to be overwhelmingly in 
favour of having an elected 
mayor. The lories did a U-turn, 
and confirmed yesterday thqr 
would be campaigning with 


Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats for a “yes” vote, putting 
the result beyond doubt 

The Deputy Prime Minster, 
John Prescott gave the dearest 
signal so far that the elections 
for mayor and assembly wiD be 
brought forward to autumn, 
1999 to put both in place in time 
for the millennium, and well be- 
fore the next election. 

Mr Prescott said the new 
mayor will be “a powerful fig- 
ure” with an electorate of over 
5 million voters. 

The Mayor will be elected by 
supplementary vote, allowing 
voters to mark their first and 
second choices of candidate, 
while the 25-member assembly 
will be elected by the addition- 
al-member system, with 14 di- 
rectly elected by the 
first-past-the-post vote and 11 


drawn from London -wide lists 
to reflect the position of the par- 
ties. It is Likely Labour will en- 
sure places for women and 
ethnic minorities by this system. 

The white paper unveiled by 
Mr Prescott will put the May- 
or and the direcUy elected as- 
sembly in charge of a £3 .3 bn 
budget with powers over police, 
fire, and transport services, bus- 
es, roads, river services and a say 
in the future of London Un- 
derground. There will be a new 
23-strong Metropolitan Police 
Authority, with 11 drawn from 
the assembly. The Home Sec- 
retary will appoint 11 members 
and one will be drawn from the 
district councils outside London. 

The most potentially con- 
troversial powers are over the 
boroughs, and Sir Norman 
Fowler, Tory environment 


spokesman, protested that im- 
portance of the boroughs was 
being reduced. The Mayor wQl 
have strategic power of plan- 
ning, with the right to reject 
planning permission for devel- 
opments that do not fit in with 
his plains; disputes will be de- 
cided by the Secretary of State 
for the Environment. 

The Mayor will set the Bud- 
get, which will have to be ap- 
proved in a vote each year by 
the assembly. 

The Government has yet to 
decide where the greater Lon- 
don authority (GLA) will be 
based, but possible locations for 
its offices include County Hall, 
the former GLC building; of- 
fices at Canary Wharf and Ad- 
miralty Arch, which was used far 
the homeless at Giristmas. 

Leading article page 20 
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Turn again: Ken Livingstone as his lamed predecessor, during his time as GLC supremo 




Role models 


London: 5 million voters; 
directly elected; four-year 
term; powers wide ranging 
and cannot be sadoe^rby 
assembly. - • ’ - » ,f 
Munich: Chrfetiari USe 
(Sodal Democrat); 1 3 million 
voters directly elected: six- 
year term; moderate to 
strong powers as chief 
executive of the city. 



New Voric Rudolph Giuliani 
(Republican, above); 75 
million voters; directly 
elected; four-year term; very 
strong powers - personally 
appoints main departmental 
heads; except police chief. 
Chicago: Richard Daley 
(Democrat) 1 3 mil Bon 
voters; directly elected; four- 
year term; powers weak but 
control of party machine can 
enhance position. 



Paris: Jean Tfoeri (Gauffist, 
above) 2.2 million voters; 
indirectly elected; six-year 
term; rnoderate-to-strang 

powers but central 
government retains some key 

powers over city. 

Barcelona: Rasqual Maragafl 
(Socialist): 1.7 million voters 
indirectly elected; four-year 
term; moderate powers but 
stronger if controls a party 
with a majority 
Rome: Francesco Rutdfi 
(Radical Green) 2.8 million 
voters directly elected but 
Rnked to party lists; four-year 
term; moderate powers. 
Sydney: Frank Sartor 
(Independent); 14,000 voters; 
directly elected; four-year 
temx weak powers. 

Tokyo: Yukfo Aoshima 
(Non-partisan) 113 million - 
voters; four-year term; strong 

powers - can veto assembly 

derisions and dissolve 
assembly for new elections 


Few black faces in the 
corridors of power 

By Ran deep Ramesh . The net. result is that al- 


LONDON is the capital, not only 
of the country, but of Black 
Britain. Yet one of the few places 
you will have to look hard for 
London’s ethnic minorities is in 
the city’s corridors of power. 

At present a little more than 
10 per cent of the capital’s 700- 
plns councillors are black, and 
none head local authorities - de- 
spite Trra Icing up a quarter of the 
population. Under the present 
system - and that proposed for 
the mayor and the Greater 
London Authority - there is lit- 
tle chance for a change. 

For London's blade popula- 
tion, the ever-growing gap be- 
tween population and political 
representation leads to a spiral 
of little political representa- 
tion, followed by disenchant- 
ment, followed by low voter 
registration and finally by the 
frijstration of a minority unable 
to master its own destiny. 

Too apocalyptic? Not ac- 
cording to a survey for Tone Out, 
the London news and events 
magazine, of 18- to 35-year-old 
black people. It found last year 
that only half of those ques- 
tioned were registered to vote 
and one in live would not turn 
up on election day. The reason 
for staying away was “they felt 
excluded from a white-domi- 
nated political process”. 

Interestingly when asked 
what would change their minrfs, 
nearly 45 per cent replied the 
strongest motive to vote would 
be “more black candidates”. 


though more than 85 percent of 
Afro-Caribbeans and 70 per 
cent of Asians cast their votes for 
Labour in the last general elec- 
tion, the effect is diluted because 
the reduced number of ethnic 
minority citizens likely to vote. 

Why does this happen? In a 
word, discrimination. It is not 
just that white electorates are 
reluctant to vote for ethnic mi- 
nority candidates, but party hi- 
erarchies stymie black 
politicians' progress. 

This analysis was used to 
promote another minority - 
women in politics. The Labour 
Party introduced “'women-onty" 
short lists before the 1997 elec- 
tion and saw the number of fe- 
male MPs rise from 63 to 120 last 
year. It was only stopped because 
the courts declared it QlegaL 

In the United States, a more 
radical move in 1990 was initi- 
ated by President Bush’s Justice 
Department. Officials baldly 
stated that racism made it im- 
possible for blacks and Latinos 
to get elected without help. 

So a programme of gerry- 
mandering was sanctioned - * 
creating congressional districts 
with “minority majorities'*. It 
got results. The number of 
black Congressmen and women 
rose from 22 to 39 in 1992. 
Again the judiciary intervened 
and re-drew the boundaries. 

Spin doctors may not pre- 
scribe them - but these bitter 
pQls may be the only way to treat 
the electoral malaise of under- 
representation in London. 
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Serb 
leader 
stokes 
fires of 
war in 
Kosovo 

By Steve Crawshaw 



ITS the same pattern, all over 
again. One destroyed boose, 
and more badly damaged. Four 
Albanian dead, and one Serb 
policeman. Both sides blame the 
other and expect things to get 
worse. Another Eiai»r*n wax is 
on the way. 

In Bonn, the six-member 
contact group on Yugoslavia - 
Britain, fiance. Germany, Italy, 
Russia, and the United States 
- met to decide what to do 
about the exploding violence in 
the Albanian majority Serbian 
province of Kosovo. 

They decided, in effect, (hat 
the answer was: not very much. 
Theoretically, sanctions will be 
imposed in four weeks time if 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
fails to initiate peace talks whh 
Kosovo’s Albanians. That hes- 
itant proposal suggests the Wat 
remains as confused as it always 
has been about how to deal with 
the Yugoslav leader. 

In the village of Glodjane, 
where the latest killings in 
Kosovo took place, the fire has 
been 'well stoked. Brutality 
begets bitterness, and determi- 
nation. As you turn off onto the 
road that leads to Glodjane, 50 
miles west of the Kosovo capi- 
tal, Pristina, Albanian men 
greet yon with victory signs, as 
though their battle with the 
Serbs was already won. 


An^bkAtabn 

bbytn.thetfie 

ViSage of Dobrava, 
lOOkmwestof 
Prfetiba, capital of 
Kosovo. Last night 
there ware dashes 
inthftvfltege 
between Serb police 
and members of the 
Kosovo Brandon 
who are calling for 
Independence 

Photograph: 
Radu Sgfred/Reuters 


For others, (here is no rea- 
son to feel victorious. Tractors 
and carts were leaving Gtodjane 
yesterday; villagers fear a re- 
newal of Tuesday’s violence. 
Idajet and her husband Janos 
sat with their four children on 
a tractor. All they had was a 
chang e of children's clothes. 
They do not know when they 
will return. “What future have 
we?" asked Idajet. “None." 

Hie coarse of events on 
TUesday remains unclear. Ac- 
cording to the Serbs, they ran 
into an Albanian ambush The 
Albanians insist there was an 
unprovoked assault by the 
Serbs. The Alb anians deny a 
form of guerrilla resistance 
movement is growing^ The 
Serbs deny they use unlimited 


brutality man attempt to erad- 
icate this Albanian mtifarta 

Glodjane and several neigh- 
bouring villages were deserted 
yesterday, except for roaming 
groups of visiting locals, who 
had come to inspect the dam- 
age for themselves. There was 
a curiously unsettled atmos- 
phere as dozens of youths wan- 
dered through the empty 
villages and gazed at the dam- 
age done by the Serbs. 

Some Albanians are keen to 
ensure the official Albanian 
version is all anybody hears. 
One remaining villager began 
describing Tuesday's events -in- 
cluding the hours of shooting 
and the Serb helicopters that 
landed outride his bouse. But 
a self-important man in a suit 


was eager to prevent him giv- 
ing his eye-witness account 
The man m the suit held a 

furtive conversation, accompa- 
nied by emphatic hand ges- 
tures. Speaking freely to a 
foreign journalist was dead? not 
a good idea. 

Serb headlines talked yes- 
terday of how the police had 
“liquidated te r r ori st s ”: the front 
page headline in the Albanian- 
language Koha Ditort: listed the 
villages thai had been attacked, 
tike a role call of death. 

These clashes seem certain 
to be only a foretaste of what 
is yet to oome. Mr Milosevic un- 
leashed Serb nationalism in 
Kosovo as a way of strength- 
ening his power. The Balkan 
wars that began in 1991 have 
helped to keep him in power. 
Now, h may be Kosovo’s torn. 

There is a general expecta- 
tion here - much stronger than 
ever before - that Kosovo is on 
tiie edge of conflagration. “We 
want freedom - or we want 
war,” said one man in the old 
town of Pecs just a few miles 
away from the latest violence, 
yesterday. 

The Serbs fear what mi gh t 
happen to them. But the Alba- 
nians are still more traumatised. 
“We live like dead people. We 
have nothing,” said one Al- 
banian in the village of Dubra- 
va, where Tuesday's ambush 
was said to have taken place. 
“How can this go on?” 


Doubts pushed aside 
as Emu gathers pace 


By Katherine Buder 

in Brussels 

THE European Commission 
cleared the way yesterday for 11 
countries to join tile single cur- 
rency in 1999 and eased the path 
for Britain to become the 12th. 

Casting aside doubts about 
glaringly hig h debt levels, par- 
ticularly in Italy and Belgium, 
Brussels confirmed that all the 
applicants for first-wave mem- 
bership, except Greece, now 
meet the economic entry con- 
ditions laid down in the Maas- 
tricht treaty. 

A special EU summit at the 
be ginnin g of May is set to en- 
dorse membership of the Euro 
zone from next January for 
France, Germany, Holland, Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg, Ireland, 
Finland, Spain, Portugal, Italy 
and Austria. 

The Commission's report 
makes it dear that membership 
of the Exchange Rale Mecha- 
nism is a pre-condition to join- 
ing Emu, but in a decision with 
significant implications for 
Britain, dropped its insistence 
that this must be for two years. 

Britain, which was ejected 
from the ERM in 1992, has dis- 

. puled the interpretation of the 

rale on ERM membership, ar- 
guing that currency stability 
. overtime, not technical mem- 
bership, is the key. While Yves- 
Thibaiih de Sflguy, the EU 



Jaques Santerc Concession 
to Italy and Finland 

Finland were cleared for mem- 
bership, despite having been in 
the ERM for less titan the pre- 
scribed time. “Guaranteed sta- 
bility of exchange rates 
prevailed over participation in 
the ERM for two years,” he 
said. 

The Commission claimed 


in its report that EU economies 
have converged to the point 
where the Euro can now suc- 
ceed. 

Critics who daim the Maas- 
tricht criteria have been fudged 
to pemritihe realisation of a po- 
litical dream will point to a sep- 
arate report, on convergence 
from the European Monetary 
Institute, the forerunner of the 
future European Central Bank. 

The EMI praised overall 
progress, but single d out Italy 
and Belgium for criticism on 
failing to bring debt levels 
down. The EMI also raised 
doubts about the ability of 
France and . Germany to con- 
solidate their public finances. 

to its own verdict, the Dutch 
Central Bank yesterday echoed 
concerns voiced in recent weeks 
ty senior Dutch political figures 
about Italy. Its report con- 
cludes that genuine conver- 
gence, despite a healthy picture 


Currency approval 


TONY BLAIR gave a dear sig- 
nal yesterday that Britain' will 
accept the findings of the Eu- 
ropean Commission approv- 
ing 11 countries for joining 
the European single current 
to spite ofit befog attacked as 
a “fridge” by the Conserva- 
tives, writes CoUn Brown, Qd$ 


(Hummed yesraudy — — 

membership of the mechanism 

is required, he did not specify 
for how long. 

Jacques Santer, the Com- 
mission President, went further 
in explaining how Italy and 


The report raised the pos- 
sibility of Europe la unching a 
sn^fe curremy which (he 
Tbries believe threatens to dri- 
ve the pound higher; and risk 
recession to Britain, and could 
lay down the buttle lines be- 


tween the parties for the gen- 
eral election. 

Mr Blair expressed concern 
abort the“my high levd of the 
pound" for exporters, but 
firmly rejected claims fry 
Wafiam Hague; tbe Tory leader; 
that the Commission report 

had “fodged” the debt ratios of 
tight of the 11 countries. 

The Prime Minister told 
MPs: “There are a range of 
criteria to take into account 
When we take our decision as 
president of the European 
CommlssioD we wil! do it on the 
basis of the report” 


in terms of interest rates, pub- 
lic deficits and inflation, re-, 
mains fragile. 

But supporters of Emu re- 
jected claims that fudging or the 
convenient conjuncture of eco- 
ncnric cycles, had brought about 
the right figures on the day. 
“This is the beginning of a new 
era. We are giving ourselves a 
monetary tool winch will be one 
of the most important in the 
world” Jacques Chirac, the 
Rreacb President, said. 

Mr Santer said the Com- 
mission had studied a range of 
factors to determine whether 
member states amid stick to the 
tough fiscal disciplines they 
have achieved to qualify. 

EU commissioner Sir Leon 
prjrran h»iWi the Cbmglissk xi’s 
verdict as a powerful rebuff to 
stogle-cuntmcy opponents. “At 
first they argued that the eco- 
nomic situation meant that Bnu 
could not possibly go ahead on 
time and would have to be post- 
poned: they have been proved 
wrong. Then they said only a 
handful of countries would be 
in a position to qualify: wrong 
again _ today’s report tiiows that 
the progress made has been so 
huge that no conceivable alle- 
gation of fudging can eaplain it 
away". 

According to the Commis- 
sion’s assessment, all but 
Greece, of the member states 
.who want to join to the first 
wave,-havepublic deficits which 
are at or below the 3 per cent 
of GDP allowed by the treaty. 

Debt in only four countries 
was below the 60 per cent of 
GDP target in 1997, but almost 
all have reverted the trend of 
rising debt, so qualify. 


Nigeria attacked over press repression 


By Nicholas von Herbcteain 


fcVfcKT two wcu ? ■ 

.3 Journalists. It « nnounc ^^ 
.” that 129 journalists were jafled g- 
countries around the world an 
to 1997. 


ch iding prize-winning writer Christine 
Anyanwu. Although Tnkey had released 
40 journalists during the course cf the year 
29 were stifi being detained. While theim- 


a tote tor worsehasbefallen 26 journalists 
who have been Idfled in the pursuit of their 


The report uu s 

offtoider, which is holding more journto- 
SnSL’any other African country, m- 


Unlfr'e a soldier who may be equipped 
to deal with violent situations, a journal- 
ist’s weapon is the pen, though for the 26 
journalists it certainly wasn't mightier 


than the sword: “When journalists are mur- 
dered or brutalised, it is ahnort always by 
some government, some organisation, 
some aiznnnl cartel, or some individual 
wanting to prevent theflow of embarrassing 
or incrimina ting information to the pub- 
lic,” said Gene Roberts, chairman of the 
CPJ. ' 

If the assassins learned that when they 
lolled journalists, the inevitable result was 
that they got more coverage rather than 
less, the killing would subside,” he added. 
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Romans 
hurtle along 
tram-lines 
towards 
a chaotic 
millennium 




Crush hour: Passengers (left) ki ctose 
quarters on a No 8 tram, having queued 
for the dubious privilege (above). One of 
the villains of the piece is the Mayor of 
Rome, Francesco Rutelli (right), who 
found himself toasting an empty trade 
last Saturday at the Inauguration of the 
line, as it was stUI incomplete 

Photographs: Mamed Maurfcdo 



IT WAS supposed 10 bo Rome's 
dream machine for the Millen- 
nium. Not so much a tram as a 
flying carpet, a high-speed, hi- 
lecbC electronic monster that 
would whisk 300,000 people 
painlessly from their commuter 
suburbs to the centre. 

Nothing amid go wrong, 
they said, since the tram would 
have its own dedicated track and 
pass every two to three minutes. 
So confident were the city fa- 
thers that they cancelled half a 
dozen huscs that used to ply the 
same mute, declaring them ex- 
cess to requirement. Even the 
traffic lights would turn green 
on command, thanks to some 
smart computer technology. 


Andrew Gumbel finds the Eternal Crty on a one-way road to ruin with a hi-tech transport system that failed to deliver 


The town planners who 
cooked up this scheme forgot 
one thing. This is Rome, a city 
where nothing can be taken for 
granted except chronic urban 
dysfunction. Three days into its 
existence, the No 8 tram from 
Casalotto in the western suburbs 
to Largo Argentina in the heart 
of the old city has suffered 
four serious breakdowns, fallen 
way behind its ambitious sched- 
ule, mashed pensioners, babies 
and invalids into an indistin- 
guishable human pulp and pro- 
voked the beginnings of a 
popular revolution. 


“Off with their heads!" 
yelled a middle-aged woman 
ami dst the mayhem on in- 
auguration day, directing her 
anger at the mayor, the head of 
the bus company- anybody die 
could think of to blame. “Don't 
treat us like cattle, resign!” 
echoed half a tramload on Tues- 
day, their mouths wriggliug 
about for air above the crush 
like shipwreck survivors fight- 
ing to stay afloat. 

It did not help that traffic 
around Largo Argentina has 
been completely redirected to 
allow passengers alighting from 


the tram to make onward con- 
nections. The square has turned 
into a seething mass of angry 
commuters, jammed cars and 
buses unable to negotiate the lu- 
dicrously tight bend into which 
they have all been stuffed. 

This disaster has been a 
long time a -coming. The tram- 
line was supposed to have been 
finished for last November's 
mayoral elections, bnt got held 
up when the Culture Ministry 
insisted at the last minute that 
the route be surfaced with 
cobblestones instead of plain 
asphalt. 


It was too late to use real 
cobblestones, since the tracks 
had already been cemented in. 
An exasperated Rome city 
council was forced to order 
fake cobblestone tops no more 
than a couple of indies thick 
and, when it turned out the job 
could not be done locally, it had 
to subcontract the job out to 
Hong Kong. 

A new inauguration dare 
was fixed for last Saturday, but 
the mayor, Francesco Rule Hi, 
found himself toasting an emp- 
ty track since the line was still 
incomplete. 
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When the service finally 
started at 6am on Monday, 
there were no jumbo super- 
trams ready (the bos company 
had to use old rickety ones in- 
stead) and no “smart” traffic 
lights, just the* usual dumb ones 
that- obstinately turned red 
instead of green when the tram 
approached. 

The ticket machine at Casa- 
lotto refused to give any change, 
forcing honest passengers to 
roam the district in search of an 
open bar. Pedestrians paid no 
attention to the tram whatever, 
forcing drivers to slam on the 


brakes and send heads crashing 
against the window-panes. 

As a result, the journey time 
for the full stretch almost dou- 
bled from the projected 20 
minutes to nearer 40. Time 
and again, the trams got so full 
the doors could not open and 
one of them gave up the ghost 
near the education ministry in 
Ibastevere. “Hey Mr Mayor, 
give us back our buses!” they 
shouted as the mechanics vain- 
ly played with the emergency 
switches to try to kick the tram 
back to life. Actually, the pas- 
sengers’ wish has been granted. 


A desperate city council lias put 
four buses on standby on their 
old route down Viale Trastevere 
in case of delays while the bus 
company struggles to prise open 
the doors of the No 8. 

None of this bodes well for 
the year 2000, when up to 30 mil- 
lion pilgrims will flood into 
town for the Vatican’s millennial 
Jubilee. Apart from the super- 
tram, Rome has no si gnifican t 
infrastructural improvements 
to offer. A plan to build a new 
metro line beneath the centre 
fell through, as did a tunnel that 
would have burrowed under 
the Caste! Sant* Angelo. Fasten 
your seatbelts, folks, it’s going 
to be a bumpy ride. 


French Right 
anoints Blair 


By John Ltdifiefd 

in Paris 


TONY BLAIR is a GaullisL 
This was the drift of the friend- 
ly, low-key French media reac- 
tion yesterday to the Prime 
Minis ter's speech to the Na- 
tional Assembly. 

There was praise for Mr 
Blair’s French, and excited 
comments from right-of-centre 
French politicians, claiming 
him as one of their own. 

The Left was reserved, even 
frosty. The Socialist Prime Min- 
ister, Lionel Jospin, felt the 
need to quibble with Mr Blair 
on one point Mr Blair told the 
Assembly that ideology was 
dead: there was no longer a left- 
or right-wing way of running an 
economy, only a good way and 
a bad way. No, said, Mr Jospin, 
there were still good and bad 
left-wing policies and good and 
bad right-wing policies. 

Le Monde, the left-of-centre 
newspaper, gave Mr Blair's 
visit only a short story at the 
bottom of an inside page. 
The British Prime Minister 
bad, the paper said, “got up to 
speak with the delighted smile 
of a child" discovering the gUd- 
ed splendour of the French 
parliament for the first time. 

But the paper praised Mr 
Blair’s “perfect French" and 
welcomed the fact that he had 


given a detailed defence of 
Blairism, and had not mouthed 
the traditional empty phrases. 

Le Figaro, the right-wing 
daily, was the only paper to put 
Mr Hair on the front, under the 
headline: “The sound advice of 
Tony Blair”. Asked what he 
thought of the speech, Jean- 
Pierre Chev&nement (radical 
socialist and interior minister) 
said in English: “I admire his 
French.” Paul Ouil&s, a Social- 
ist former defence minister, 
was more damning: “Usually 
people who announce the ar- 
rival of a new world are either 
naive or disturbing.” 

The centre-right’s uproari- 
ous approval of Mr Blair’s ad- 
dress owed something, no 
doubt, to a release of tension af- 
ter a week of in-fi ghting on the 
French Right over local al- 
liances with the National Front. 
But right-wing parliamentarians 
could not hide thdr joy yester- 
day at what they imagined to be 
the discomfiture of the Left. 
Pierre Ldouche, a Gauliist and 
right-wing thinker, said: “It 
was very amusing. It was a fine 
lesson in Thatcherism, ad- 
dressed as much to the French 
Left as the French Right „ tru- 
ly, it was a delight” Patrick 
Devedjian, a rising star of the 
GauDist RPR, said: *Tn FnglMi , 
New Labour is a bad transla- 
tion. It really means RPR.” 


Papon 
trial halted 
by wife’s 
death 


THE JUDGE in the trial of the 
accused Nazi collaborator Mau- 
rice Papon yesterday adjourned 
the proceedings for five days fol- 
lowing the death of the defen- 
dants wife of 65 years. Mr 
Papon’s lawyers said a verdict in 
the neariysn-monthrkrag trial was 
now expected next Wednesday. 

Before the delay, a verdict 
had been due late tomorrow. 

Paulette Papon, 8S, died of 
cancer at the couple's home 
□ear Paris. Mr Papon had left 
Bordeaux to return home as 
soon as he heard the news. He 
was driven by car in the middle 
of the night under police escort 

The 88-year-old Mr Papon, 
who served as Paris police chief 
and budget minister after the Sec- 
ond World War, is accused of or- 
dering the arrest for deportation 
.of 1 ,560 Jews including 223 chil- 
dren In 1942-44 when he was 
secretary-general of the Bor- 
deaux region Prefect’s Office 
and supervisor of its Service for 
Jewish Questions. 

Proceedings were started 
against him in 1981 but were ob- 
structed by senior government 
officials unwilling to see their 
country’s unsavoury wartime 
past dragged into the open. 

— Reuters, Bordeaux 
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‘The kids were sitting ducks ... they 


were 



to be let back inside 


David Usbome reports on the day 
carnage came to an American backwater- 


IT WAS 12.41pm on Tuesday 
wben the normal happy routine 
at the Westade Middle School, 
just outside Jonesboro, was 
fust interrupted. Fire alarms 
sounded throughout^ the sdiooL 
Just as they had been instruct- 
ed in numerous drflls, the chil- 
dren, aged 1 1 to 13, got up from 
their desks, and, with their 
teachers, filed calmly outside 
the school's doors and began to 
line up on a narrow concrete 
walkway outside. 

It was barely a minute later 
when the county sheriff’s office 
got the first call - “Guns fired 
at Westsicte SchooL Come at 
once." By then, however, the 
horror was already under way. 
Pupils and teachers were faffing 
to the ground. Hood was s piffing 

on to the walkway and cm to the 
manicured grass on either side. 
Bullets zinged into the breeze- 
block wall of the gym, by the 
walkway. 

Catting the chil dren and 
teachers down was a ruthless 
rain of bullets, coining from 
wooded higher ground just 100 
yards away. The source of the 
gunfire, according to numerous 
witnesses, was two boys, stand- 
ing on the bluff. Dressed from 
head to toe in camouflage gear 
-the kind that so many fathers 
and sons wear on hunting ex- 
peditions in the surrounding 
countryside at weekends - they 
were firing Rambo-styie with an 
array of weapons, including 
high- velocity rifles and hand- 
guns. With an estimated nine 
guns between them, the pair let 
off 27 shots. 

The panic was instant. But, 
unable to digest what was hap- 
pening to them, some of the 
children at first believed the fire 
driD was being turned into a fun 
theatre event by members of the 
drama class. Only when the 
blood started to spin, did they 
begin to understand 

“Kids started dapping, they 
thought it was a play,” 13-year- 
old April Stevens said later, 
“and everybody started running 
around”. April is one of many 
small children still trying to . 
grasp what happened In those 
seconds. And how dose she 
herself came to being hit 

“X saw my friends go down 
and my teacher go down,” she 
said. Holding her fingers just 
inches from her bead she went 
on: *A bullet came right by me. 

It went by my ear arid I heard 


the sound of it." One teacher. 
Shannon Wight, 32, £ that mb- . 

menl c ommitte d the most hrm- 
ic act of the day. Seeing that one 
of her pupils, Emma Pittman, 
was directly in the Erie of fire, 
she stood in front of the girl to 
shield her. Mrs Wright, be- 
lieved to have been pregnant, 
took the bullets herself and was 
fatally wounded. 

What Mrs Wight did io pro- 
tect the gjrl was described by an- 
other child. Amber’ Vanover. 
“This guy was arming at ber 
[Emma ], He was fixing to shoot 
her. Mrs Wright moved out in 
front of her. And she got shot. 
She died. I sat and watched 
.her.” 

There was nowhere for the 
children to lake shelter. This is 
a modem school,' built only 
three years ago, and the fire- 
alarm system has a special fea- 
ture; once the children are out 
of the school, all the doors au- 
tomatically lock behind them. 
As the bullets kept coming, run- 
ning back inside for sanctuary 
was not an option. 

“The kids were sitting 
ducks,” cried one mother, TWy- 
la Qevinger, who was among 
the first of the terrified parents 
to come rushing in their cars to 
the school. “They were scream- 
ing to people inside to open up 
the doors and the guns kept 
going off”. 

The scar aflbesday’s killings 
win remain with Jonesboro far 
a generation, but the act of ter- 
ror itself was briet In less than 
four minutes, police and para- 
medic teams were streaming on 
to the sprawling campus, which 
also accommodates the local 
high and elementary schools. 

The accused boys had began . 
fleeing into the woods and to- 
wards a white van parked sev- 
eral hundred yards away. As 
they ran, however, they were 
brought to the ground by sprint- 
ing police officers. Tbe van was 
found to contain more w e ap ons, 

Bade at the school the panr 
denxxrium continued Qnldi^ 
rushing around in confusion, un- 
sure where to go, found them- 
selves witnesses: to: scenes of 
gore no adult would wish to see 
in their lifetime. So appalling 
we re son*: of foe injuries, even 
those who tried to treat them 
were stifl unable yesterday to 
speak about what they saw 
without their voices choking. 

Paramedics and the surviv- 



An emergency worker carrying a girl from an ambulance into Westside Middle School in Jonesboro, Arkansas, following the shooting Photograph: AP 


CATALOGUE 
OF DEATH 


KIGALI — President Bill 
Cfcnron said yesterday that he 
would ask foe Attorney Gen- 
eral, Janet Reno, to Investigate 
the problem of school shoot- 
ings. 

“1 do think weVe reached 

the point where we have to 
analyse these incidents to see 
whether or not we can learn 
anything [and] what we can 
do to prevent further ones,” 
said Mr Clinton, who is on a 
12-day tour of Africa. 

The Jonesboro shooting 
was the third fatal shooting 
rampage in a school in the 
past five months. 

On I December, a boy 
opened fire on a student 
prayer circle at a high school 
In West faducah, Kentucky, 
killing three students and 
wounding five. A 14-year-old 
student, described as small 
and emotionally immature, 
was arrested. 

Two months earlier, a 16- 
year-dd outcast in Pearl, Mis- 
sissippi, was accused of tatting 
his mother, then going to 
school and shooting rrfne stu- 
dents. Two of them died, in- 
cluding the boy’s former 
girlfriend Authorities facer 
charged sbt friends with con- 
spiracy: saying the suspects 
were part of a group chat dab- 
bled in Satanism. 

The President said in Ki- 
gali that he wanted Reno to 
find “whatever experts there 
are in our country" on this 
sort of violence to see how 
it may be prevented. 


ing teachers began herding the 
screaming children into the 
gym, tbe only building where 
foe doors were unlocked. The 
walkway and the grassy area 
around it became an mutant 
hospital unit. The dead were 
sorted from the injured. A few 
moments later foe first of many 
ambulances arrived to ferry 
foe wounded to St Bernard’s 
hospital, where long-rehearsed 
public emergency procedures 
had already been activated. 

By tbe evening, when the first 
of foe media satellite lorries be- 
gan swarming into foe area, 
the awfulness of foe afternoon 
was already being tidied away. 
As police, officials measured, 
and tagged bullet boles in foe 
waU of the gym, weep ing school 
staff laboured with bleach and 
mops to Temove foe bloodstains 
from foe walkway. 

As darkness came, foe first 
tributes to foe dead begpn to ar- 
rive, bouquets of flowers, giant 
white ribbons and smaller 
ribbons and pins that by yes- 
terday all of Jonesboro was 
wearing in mourning on dress- 
es and jacket lapels. 
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Why do small-town 
white boys do this? 


Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington tries 
to find a reason 
behind America’s 
latest massacre 

IS IT GUNS? Is it television? Is 
it America? Is it getting worse? 
Within hours of Tuesdays 
school shootings at Jonesboro in 
Arkansas foe psychologists and 
sociologists were all trying to ex- 
plain why two boys, one 11, one 
13, might have dressed them- 
selves in camouflage gear, 
armed themselves with a hand- 
gun and a rifle apiece, and set 
out to shoot their schoolmates. 

It was the third multiple shoot- 
ingata United Stales school m 
six months. 

These shooting do not nt 
foe common preconception ' ?f 
violence in America. They did 
not happen in the often violent 
inner-city schools but in rela- 
tively small towns in the back- 
woods: in central Mississippi, in 
south-western Kentucky, and 
now in northern Arkansas, 
though much violence in Amer- 
ica is concentrated among 
blacks, these schools are pre- 
dominantly white. As for those 
who think they iflustrate a 

trend of increasing juvenile vi- 
olence in the US, 
wrong: juvenile trimehasstart- 

^cd to fell in the last two year^ 

Nor are American schools 

necessarily violent 

to a study released test 
the incidence of violrace m 
schools has changed little over 
20 years. 



Medics rest after helping Jonesboro victims Photograph: AP 


Even excluding these ex- 
planations, the three school 
shootings have enough in cam- 
mon to give analysts material to 
work omNotingthat all the re- 
cent shootings took place in 
southern states, one Arkansas 
academic blamed “Southern 
culture” where guns were a feet 
of life, the right to cany arms 
was strongly defended and on. 
public display, bunting was a 
common pastime, and children 
had easy access to weapons, - 

Others blamed tex parental 
discipline which gave children 
the idea they could settle dis- 
putes violently, and yet others 
lam ented what they saw as sti- 
fling peia - pressure in schools 
where 10- and 11-year olds are 
alxrady. dating and, as appar- 
ently jn this case, wreaking 
vengeance for favours spurned. 

Aito wide juvenile crime ~ 
may be falling? the level of vi- 
olent crime among juveniles has 
risen. ANew York psychologist 
said: “Now kids have access to 
money, drugs, alcohol and 


weapons. Things have changed, 
and they have foe opportunities 
to do these horrible things.” 

Surprisingly, perhaps, tbe 
standard explanation after such 
multiple shootings - that foe 
young perpetrators were inor- 
dinately influenced by films, 
television, or violent video- 
games - has been heard less 
than on previous occasions. 
Althoogji many American par- 
ents seem concerned to foe 
point of paranoia that their cbil- 
dren should be sheltered from 
violence and sex bn television 
or the Internet, there is grow- 
ing recognition that second- 
hand violence does not 
automatically foster violent be- 
haviour. 

Several experts noted that 
foe perpetrators in all three re- 
cent shootings seemed to be 
toners,’ with some latent pre- 
disposition to violence or past 
prcWm«smscbcx)hvorkandso- 
riaEsmg. 

“Normal kids,” said one 
yesterday, “don’t do this.” 
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Clinton says 
the world failed 
Rwanda victims 


By Amelia French 

m Kigali 


PRESIDENT Bill Clmtoa told sur- 
vivors of Rwanda's 1994 genocide 
ye ster day that the international 
community must share the blame for 
failing to stop the slaughter of up to 
one million people. 

“We did no: act quickly enough 
after the killing began," Mr dinton 
said after six suivivore of the slaugh- 
ter described their travails to hnn pri- 
vately in graphic detaiL “W e did not 
immediately call these crimes by 
their rightful name: genocide." 

Mr Clinton, on a 12-day tour of 
Africa that began on Monday, loW a 
carefully vetted audience at the air- 
port in Rwanda’s capital, Kigali: “I 
have come to pay my respects to all 
who suffered and all who perished." 

The terrible events of 1994 are still 
fresh in the collective memoiy, and 
the United States President showed 
a grasp of events that impressed his 
audience. “We fell that this man un- 
derstood very well Ibe suffering of the 
Rwandan people. In a way his mes- 
sage was ‘don’t despair, the world is 
behind you, the US is behind you to 
bring you back to a certain degree of 
humanity and to the dignity yon have 
lost’,” a genocide survivor said. 

“In Rwanda, we must hold ac- 
countable alt those who would abuse 
human rights, whether insurgents or 
soldiers." Mr dinton said. Both the 


Rwandan governmenl army and the 
Hutu m ilitiam en they are f ighting in 

the north-west of the country have 
been accused of human rights abus- 
es. US support for an international 

early warning system to detea areas 

where conflicts migfal deteriorate into 

mass WTliny was promised, as was 
a $30m (£J8.4m) initiative to help im- 
prove the justice systems in Rwan- 


Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Mr dinton. wan loud applause 
when he spoke of the international 


cade. He appealed to tin: International 
Crinftnal Tribunal for Rwanda in 
Anrsha,Thnzaxiia,tospeedupitspro&- 
ecutkms of ge n ocide suspects -some 
120.000 are being held. 

An announcement just before his 
arrival that he would not be laying 
a wreath at a hurriedly constructed 
genocide memorial just SO yards 
from the airport terminal caused in- 
dignation. White House security 
people were not prepared to allow 
their boss to put so much as a toe 
outside the airport- But as Air Force 
One took off at the end of his two- 
and-a-half-hour visit, the consensus 
among officials and survivors was 
that the visit had been worthwhile. 

The Rwandan President, Pasteur 
Bizhnungu, said that he sensed a 
“new beginning for Africa. Your 
presence is an indication of this new 
hope for the African people." 



Baptism of fire 
for Russia’s new 
prime minister 


Ramdance: Presidents Clinton and Bizimungui watching traditional dancers at 
a wet Kigali airport yesterday Photograph: Rock T Wilking/Reuters 


MOSCOW (Reuters) — Rus- 
sia's acting Prime Minister, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, scrambled 
to assemble a fresh government 
and to assert himself yesterday, 
meeting Russian opposition 
leaders and gearing up for his 
first foray on to the world stage 
in his new job. 

A government spokesman 
said that Mr Kiriyenko. who was 
shoved blinking into the lime- 
light on Monday when Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin sacked the 
cabinet, would meet Jacques 
Chirac. President of Franoe. and 
the German Chancellor. Hel- 
mut Kohl, when they arrive for 
a summit. The French and 
German leaders are due to 
meet President Yeltsin today, 
just outside Moscow. 

It will he the first dunce that 
Western leaders get to ask Pres- 
ident Yeltsin facc-to-fao: why he 
dumped his government, and in 
particular his prime minister, 
Viktor Chern om yr d in, and why 
he put a little-known politician 
such as Mr Kiriyenko in charge. 

The young technocrat, just 
35. was given an early taste of 
high-stakes domestic politics 
yesterday when the Communist 


leader Gennady Zyugjfr mow, 
whose party dominates the 
Duma, or Jtower bouse -tif par- 
liament. said he would reject 
any government which fjttQed to 
change economic courfc e. 

Mr Ydtsin, who said want- 

ed the new government to add 
vigour to Riraian refanrt; s but not 
to change course, was pk reparing 
for the summit at bis ow n Goriy- 
9 residence yesterday. If fe sacked 
his government after, 1 rreiuming 
from a week's illness i 

Mr Kiriyenko ha$ been giv- 
en a week by Mr YeJ'Oin to put 
his team together. Yfesstcrday he 
was meeting political leadens 
from the Duma, iniduding Mr 
Zyuganov and Grigory Yavlin- 
sky. the head of the liberal 
opposition YaWok'O party. 

Whether Mr Kirivcnkn will 
be Mr Yeltsin's . nominee as 
prime minister fu;!J-time is not 
yet clear, though s event! senior 
Kremlin figures h ave said that 
he is the strongest candidate. 

But w hoevur \ lr Yeltsin may 
want, he will sr.ill need the 
Duma to upprov e his choice. 

Mr Zyugamv / said he had 
asked Mr Kiriveniko about his 
plans but made i t dear, for now' 


at least, that he was nut wholly 
convinced. “If the government 
potash, in its course, w will not 
support any candidate,” he said 
after the meeting, but added 
that this was not necessarily his 
final word. 

President Yeltsin's leverage 
is that he can dixiohe parliu- 
meni if it rejects his candidate 
three limes, forcing an early 
election that would probably 
wrong-foot some parties. 

The signs are that many of 
the outgoing minisleis will be re- 
tained in the new government, 
not least the defence minister. 
Igor Sergeyev, and the foreign 
minister. Yevgeny Primakov. 

The influential tycoon Boris 
Berezovsky has said that Mr 
Kiriyenko was an improve- 
ment. “Is he ready to become 
the prime minister? 1 think 
not," Mr BcriYarcky said. “Can 
he become the prime mmisler ? 
1 think so." 

Mr Kiriyenko. who told the 
Russian daily Izwstui that he 
found his elevation “very frichi- 
ening". said Russia had to act 
fast to aid the economy, which 
has been severely hit by falling 
oil prices and rising wage arrears. 


Suharto beware: the 


one-legged man 
when the end is 


T HE historians will see it 
as the stake driven 
through the faltering 
heart of Resident Suharto's 
government. His economy is 
crashing around his ears. Stu- 
dents are on the march, calling 
for his resignation. But most 
chining, from the point of view 
of the regime, is the emergence 
of a new genre of samizdat lit- 
erature: the anti-Suharto joke. 

For weeks they have been 
bouncing around the Internet, 
but recently they have been 
published as an underground 
joke book, a copy of which has 
been viewed by The Indepen- 
dent. Tb be honest, Suharto 
jokes aren’t that funny. ’Ey 
this: A poor street vendor is 
hawking satay at a food stand 
outside the Presdeur's palace 
when Suharto passes by in his 
limo and motorcade. Minutes 
later, a plump old man runs by, 
clutching two squawking chick- 
ens under his arms. Then 
comes a policeman on his bi- 
cycle, pedalling bard and look- 
ing furious. “Have you seen a 
fat old thief jusi pass by here, 
brother?" he asks the satay 
man. “He went that way offi- 
cer," the vendor replies. “But 
you’ll never catch up with him 
— he’s in his limo." 

O NE of the pleasures of 
Indonesia is reading 
the Jakarta Post, Asia’s 
most ingenious English lan- 
guage newspaper. The Post is 
not alone in existing at the suf- 
ferance of a dictator who can 
close it down and sack its jour- 
nalists at a moment's notice. 
But no other paper overcomes 
this handicap with such inge- 
nuity. 


JAKARTA 


DIARY 



knows 

nigh 


throwhq*off the yoke of one-par- 
ty rale, under a single, hated and 
overbearing leader. If this ver- 
son of Thateberis Trines doesn’t 
ripg maty befcmBritain, it cer- 
tainly doe&in Jakarta. - • ? '*»-■» 


'TJ'* 



Richard Lloyd Party 


Stories even indirectly crit- 
ical of the President have been 
the doom of many Indonesian 
papers in the past, so the key 
to survival lies in great subtle- 
ty. One crick is to leave the sting 
in the tail until the ead of the 
story, by which time the official 
overseers of such things will 
have stopped reading. Take the 
familiar report of the robbery 
suspect shot by police after he 
“attacked" them with a knife. 
The police spokesman was 
quoted, justifying the incident 
with a description of the villain’s 
frenzied assault In the final sen- 
tence, the pathologstwasquor- 
ed revealing that the man had 
bruises on is body and ap- 
peared to have been hand- 
cuffed at the time of his death. 

Foreign news is another tech- 
nique: limited in its freedom to 
comment on domestic politics, 
the Post is a tireless champion 
of democracy overseas. During 
the cowroge ofTbny Blair's ejec- 
tion victory, there were detailed 
reports on every aspect of the 
elections. And after Labour’s 
victory, the Iter’s leader writer 
was irrepressible: the British 
were to be congratulated for 


VID for insight into 
the future of Suharto, I 
ItoseearMu/t 
- a Javanese mystic who pro- 
vides advice and prediction by 
means of communication with 
the gods. Disconcertingly, he 
had only (me leg (be didn’t see 
that coming). Although deliv- 
ered with great confidence, his 
pronouncements were a tittle 
underwhelming. 

Summoning bis mystic pow- 
ers, he scolded me for neglect- 
ing my mother, and urged me to 
contact her immediately. Most 
unfair! fhad spoken to her less 
than an hoyir before. My com- 
panions were a newlywed cou- 
ple, about to go on a delayed 
honeymoon to Ball The mystic 
correctly told the wife that she 
would soma gp on a journey, but 
rather spoiled things by patting 
her on the knee and assuring her 
with a leer that she would soon 
meet someone special. 

Finally,. we came to the 
point of our visit: how long 
would Suharto remain in pow- 
er? “Three and a half," came 
the confident reply. Three and 
a half what, we asked. But the 
information from the spirit 
world was incomplete. “Three 
and a half years, perhaps, or 
three and half months. Three 
and a half weeks maybe, but not 
three and half minutes or three 
and a half seconds." In three 
and half something’s time, be 
sure to remember: you read it 
here first. 


Flying-saucer folk left godless 


on and tuned in, bias 
Ud not show up- A 150- 
*r Taiwanese serttriw* 

ify moved to the Dallas 

* of Garland had pre- 
J God would appear on 
gion immediately after 

ight to announce that fee 

1 descend to Earth next 


March. “Since God’s appear- 
ance on teferisfcm has notheen 
realised, yon can take what we 
have preached as nonsense," 
Mr Chen said through an in- 
terpreter. H I would rather you 
don’t believe what I say any 
more.* 1 But he continued to 
ctHpmunicate with God and 
still believed God would de- 
scend to Earth to save people 
from a nuclear holocaust in 
next year by taking them to 
another planet in flying 
saucers. 

Mr Chen, 42, a former 

university professor known 

to his followers as Tfeacber 


municated to me that if I 
want to take the responsibil- 
ity of preaching his gospel, I 
have tb have the courage to 
fore (he scoffing and laughter 
of people." 

BefievmgMr Chen’s pre-. 
(fictions that God would ap- 
pear in tinman form at Mr 
Chen’s home at 3513 
Ridged ale Drive in Garland, 
the sect members moved en 
masse to titis quiet, middle-- 


not to make die broadcast on 

WednsdsyiDonkrtotestbis 

loyalty furthen “God has corn- 


bought up more than two 
dozen homes. There had been 
foars Mr. Chen and his fol- 
lowers might commit suicide 
if God did not show up hot he 
said suidde was not an option 
for members. . 

— Reuters, Garland 
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—you need to select your PC carefully. Check 
that it incorporates the latest technology - 
Pentium II for example. 

You need ample hard disk and memory 
capacity, and a processor that is fast 
enough to run the latest software. 

If a PC delivers this, and comes at a lower price than 
its competitors, you are making the right choice. So 
compare prices and see how much power for your 
pound you are getting with these Advent PCs. 

You can order Advent direct or try before you buy 
at any PC World. 



A Advent 

233MHz Intel 
Pentium' II Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 512k Cache 

• 52Gb UDMA HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel LX Motherboard 

• f5"Digital Monitor 

• 50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP Kfl Rage Pro Graphics 

• 33.6Kbps Modem 

• MS Windows 95plus Lotus 
SmartSurte, Incoming 3D, Compton's 
Encyclopedia and more 

MODEL 8330. 
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£15201 
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A Advent 

333MHz Intel 
Pentium’ 11 Processor 
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• 5T2k Cache 

• 8.6Gb UDMA HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel LX Motherboard 

• 15"Digit0l Monitor 

• 50 W Speakers 

• 4Mb 5D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56 Kbps Modem 

• MS Windows 95pius Lotus 
SmartSufte, Incoming 3D, 

Compton's Encyclopedia and more 
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Sent to the mountain 
garlands and blessings 


with 


Top of die world: Himalayan peaks including Everest in a scene f r om David Breashears’ documentary, Everest. The 
film was made in the Imax format in May 1996 when 10 people died on the mountain Photograph: Robert Schauer 


KATHMANDU — Mountain 
guide Dave Walsh is smiling 
again. “I’ve just found the in- 
structions for the tent- they’re 
in Italian." In Lhesun-fiDed yard 
of a Kathmandu hold, loads arc 
being prepared and equipment 
checked ready for despatch to 
Everest Base Camp. 

To those unfamiliar with 
the Himalayan expedition 
scene, like myself, it looks like 
frantic chaos. A Nepali is busy 
stitching tent material on a 
treddle sewing machine; Kit 
Spencer, the expedition's agent 
in the Nepalese capital, is 
demonstrating the safety har- 
nesses to be worn by porters 
high on the mountain and 
scores of barrels are being lined 
up ready for packing. 

Meanwhile, there’s been a 
hitch on the bureaucracy front 
The satellite phone which will 
keep us in touch with home for 
the next 10 weeks needs a 



Everest D iary 

Day One 

licence. So, at this late hour, it 
has had to be handed over to 
the “ministry” which gets the 
paperwork in order. Dave's 
deputy guide, “Barney" Bartii- 
cott, summed it up while 
checking the fit of a client's 
crampons. “It’s going to be a 
monster day,” he said before 
rushing off to deliver the phone 
to the bureaucrats. 

Despite all this, both guides 
are confident that the show will 
be on the road -or rather in the 

air — on time in the morning 


20% DEPOSIT. 


0% FINANCE 
OVER 3 YEARS. 


100% CHUFFED 






Brava 


Brava ELX 

• Remote control central locking 
and alarm. 

• Power steering. • ABS (1.3 ELX only). 

• Electric sunroof and mirrors. 

• () speaker radio-cassette. 

• Heated scats. 

■ Brava range from £11,360. 

FIAT BRAVA 
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(Metallic) 

Cttfa Prior 7 

£11.359 JO 

£15.100.71 

Dtpoall 

£2.251-50 

£3.004.71 

Deposit % 

20% 

20% 

Amount Financed 

£9.108.00 

512^)96.00 

36 Monthly 
Repayments 

£253.00 

£336-00 

Tool Amount 
Payable 

£11.359.50 

£15.100.71 

Aft* 

0.0% 

0.0% 


Money can’t buy happiness. But, for a mere 20% 
deposit, it can buy “ lashing s of Italian style.” 
The limes adds, “Nor are the eye-catching looks 
confined to the outside.” (THE TIMES 17/5/97.) 

Call 0800 71 7000, http://www.fiat. oo.uk 
or visit your local Fiat dealer for more 
information. 
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when we - Himalayan King- 
doms Expeditions (South Col) 
team -are due to make the 45- 
minute flight to Lukla and be- 
gin the long walk to Everest 
Base Camp. 

The team is made up ot 


who have each paid up to 
BOJJOO for the chance to dimb 
to the highest point in the 
world. 

It is an international group 

- five Brits, including myself, 
three Americans, a Canadian 
and an Irish woman. All from 
different backgrounds and with 
varied mountaineering experi- 
ence, we are just beginning to 
get to know each other. Con- 
versation is light, if slightly 
probin g. It seems a friendly 
bunch, which augurs well, but 
it will be important to bond the 
team before it meets the test- 
ing conditions on Everest. We 
have also been joined by an- 
other Canadian who will trek 
with us as far as Base Camp - 
itself no mean feat since the 
camp lies at a higher altitude 
than Mont Blanc. 

Thankfully, we will be lightly 
loaded. Much of today has 
been spent packing gear into 
those 60-litre blue plastic bar- 
rels. The expedition has 40 of 
them, most of which will be car- 
ried to Base Camp on dzhos. a 
hybrid yak. Each hairy beast will 
be loaded with two barrels. 

- Shortly after our arrival at 
the appropriately named Sum- 


mit Hotel in Kathmandu, wc 
were invited to a piyo- ablest 

ing osreraony which is intended 
to bring good fortune 10 the ex- 
pedition. Rust-red ttkka was 
daubed on our foreheads and a 
garland of yellow and red flow- 
ers hung round our necks. We 
drank tiny bowls of raksfu, a 
strong-tasting rice wine, and ate 
saffron coloured eggs, or phi Us. 

Similar blessings will be be- 
stowed on our approach to the 
mountain. Perhaps it is a cere- 
mony that cannot be repeated 
too often. Even by our proposed 

route via the South Col, the 
most popular way up the moun- 
tain, dimbing into the thin air 
of Everest remains a hazardous 
business. 

When 1 was buying high-al- 
titude gear a couple of weeks 
ago at Outside, a specialist 
shop in Hathersage, Der- 
byshire, the assistant Andy 
Kirkpatrick remarked that 
“Climbing Everest is like hill 
walking, only Thee he tailed 
off. Only what? Only bigger, or 
perhaps “only more deadly" . 

However we won’t have to 
wait until the mountain for 
some scary stuff. That begins 
with the flight to Lukla. This 
stony airstrip is little more than 
an inclined terrace on the hill- 
side, making landing or take-off 
at T jikla one of the most terri- 
fying experiences in passenger 
aviation. I can't wait 

Steve Goodwin's next 

report will be tomorrow 



King conspiracy ‘evidence’ 

CO RETTA Scott Eng, the widow of dvil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr, wants an investigation into possible new evidence 
that her husband's assassination was part of a conspiracy. A for- 
mer FBI agent said yesterday be has papers that could help ver- 
ify danng by James Ear! Ray that a gunman named Raoul set 
him up to take the blame for killing King in 15168. Donald Wil- 
son said yesterday he took papers from Ray’s car when he im- 
pounded ir after King was killed. Ray-pleaded guilty to killing 
King in 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in prison, but later 
recanted and has been seeking a trial ever since. — AP, Adorno 

Legendary boast 

BULGARIA’S former Communist strongman Todor Zhivkov 
compared himself to a legendary national hero yesterday and 
said that if be decides to get back into politics n gain , “noth- 
ing can stop me". Mr Zhivkov, 86. ruled Bulgaria from 1954- 
89. “They [the people] are looking for a strong leader again 
like Krali Marko” - a mythical warrior revered for fighting 
Turkish invaders centuries ago. A/> 

German gun haul 

GERMANpohce confiscated machine guns, rifles and over 
8,000 rounds of ammunition yesterday in a raid of right-wine 

-AfiKn^LutJ, 

South Korean attraction 

COUNCILLORS in Kangnung, east of Seoul, planned to start 

35 a ■■■* attraction a 
ST™ ** “ W— h *e area in 

— AP, Seoul 

Pilgrims arrive at Mecca 


ABOUT 600,000 Muslims so far have • c j- A 

bia to perform the annual hadi at Al ?“ 

Mecca and Medina tHp -.7*9 1 s ^ 11011681 Sltes «n 
first week of April P sruna ® ewflI ^ch a climax in the 
__ — Reuters, Dubai 

Help for dancing bears 





bears’ owners. 

_ —AP, f 

Pardon for lesbian 
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Labour’s end of pier show 




.... 
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The party’s national executive has 
decided to abandon klss-me-quicksville, 
but Blackpool is 'real 1 and its heartbeat 
is old Labour, says Paul Routledge 


OH NO! Labour is saying 
L ' ! ; goodbye to Blackpool the wily 

• k . genuine seaside resort left (ex- 

: 'j: •*« cepting Scarborough)- In a fit 
" M.-'V J T-- of middle-class pique, the par- 

T 1 "*-! tys nau'onal executive has de- 
i; cided to abandon kiss-me 

v. . | k -quicksville in favour of fasb- 

ionable Brighton ot boring 
Bournemouth, Chic Blackpool 
^’Lbot it is the real thing. Peo- 
ii- pie who actually work fora liv- 


train is always late, bat as you 
approach Blackpool, through 
stations m iheFyide with names 
Eke Kxdtham and Wesham.the 
first right of the famous tower 
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$ pie who actually work fora liv- 
^ ing, and those who just wish 
s. they could, go there in their mfl- 
f lions every year, and have a 
L : damn good time- As my dear 

t departed friend. Bin Martin, of 
theNemcfthe World, once de- 
fined the place, ftvs Candy Floss 

* and Torn Knickers. New 
Labour just wouldn't under- 

v stand that 

I have been going to Black- 
podfOTLabomCOTfereDcesfor 
^ 30 years, and though it changes, 

: the resort’s great virtue is that 

it stays the same. The Winter 
Gardens are a Victorian delight, 
brightly-coloured tiles and mil- 
lions of lights like an indoor 3- 
luminations to match the 

* proper ore cm the seafront. And 
those dingy, cavernous bars! 

■ You can make your tnrogover 
way into these places at eleven 
in the mornin g, th Hiking a qui- 
et snort will revive your spirits, 
only to find the brothers have 
already beat you to ft. In die fur- 
thest comer will be a craggy- 
faced trade unionist from from - 
Clydeside, taking a. hard V 
hauf, and explaining the mys- 
teries of compositing motions 
, A_to an adoring first-time ddegalc -' 
-be met at the engineering wocfc- 
eis" ‘‘function” the night before. 
There’s nothing like that in 
Brighton or Bournemouth. 
More likety, you will be draped 

into a focus group to explain 
bow wonderful the great leader 
is. 

Of course, the journey « half 
the fan. The south coast resorts 
are too dose to get a good ses- 
sion going on the train, but 
many a policy has been made 
or broken on the long grind 
from Euston to Preston. The 


Tbday, it will be ^xssip, gossip, 
gossip in the ample lobby of the 
Imperial Hotel, property stud- 
ded with comfortable chairs, 
where many a Jate ni gh* ring-, 
song has ended whh the police 
being called. Untight, it will be 
a rencontre with Dr Thwaites’ 
Restorative in the seedy Em- 
press, where Tbny Blair (when 
he was nob but employment 
spokesman) was notoriously 
invited to mate elsewhere by 
those rough beys, the industri- 
al correspondents of the na- 
tional press. 

For Blackpool is nothing if 
not ruthlessly egalitarian. 
Where else can you be called a 
cheeky bugger by a waitress half 
your age over breakfast in year 
hotel? And speaking of hotels, 
grasping though they are, the 
hoteliers arc discretion itself, as 
long as you (knit make too 
much noise. Past- Labour con- 
ferences have been aduhezy on 
wheels. In Blackpool, it’s sur- 
prising the sheets don’t snap in , 
half when foe chambermaid 
makes the bed. New Labour’s 
morality inspectors have obvi- 
ousty been at. Work in this 
week’s deplorable decision. 
Even the hookers have a sense 
of humour. One journalist fast 
asleep in. the Imperial was 
awoken bjrtfafi noise of a lady 
of the night daxnhermg mto his 
second-floor : bedroom from 
the outside fire escape! He rei- 
manstrated a little, so she threw 
his shoes out of the window. 

And it isn't true that there 
is nowhere to eaL As well as 
having the finest fish and chips 
outside Yorkshire, Blackpool 
has some very good restau- 
rants. Nothing on the south 
coast remotely compares with 
Robert's Oyster Bar, with plain 
wooden seats, magnificent 
views of the North Pier and the 
Irish Sea and wonderfhl sea 



At best it’s a museum of working-class 
taste and hasn't bothered ‘to change 
since the Fifties - even the chip fat is 
the same, says David Walker 


OBAN may be darker, Rothe- 
say wetter, Bournemouth dear- 
er, Ibrquay harrier to get to - 
and in Eastbourne the geriatric 
count is certainty higher - but 
among seaside towns Black- 
pool tak<& the biscuit as the all- 
round worst place to come, 
visit or confer. 

And in Blackpool's case, it’s 
a Garibaldi - stale, anachro- 
nistic and fly-blown. Cool Bri- 
tannia, it isn't. It's not even 
attractive in a masochistic, nos- 
talgie de b boue sense. 

At best, it’s a museum of 
working dass taste. Here is a re- 
sort which acquired an identi- 
ty in the days when a mill-hand 
from Oldham could have a 
paddle, drink six pints of 
Banks's, have a piddle, eat fish 
and chips and still have change 
from half a crown. It has not 
bothered to update since - 
even the chip fat is the same. 
Only the prices have changed. 
Blackpool traders always were 
great gongers. 

You don't have to be 
Richard Hoggart to notice that 
if, once, Blackpool's vulgarity 
was urgent, and its pleasures the 
fierce, gaudy, urgent pleasures 
of people with all too little 
leisure, nowadays it floats in a 
cultural no-man's land of plas- 
tic tat, enfFTtamment that is sec- 
ond-rate even by the standards 
of day-time television, and 
catering which does not seem to 
have registered the arrival on 
these shores of McDonald’s. 

• lb be anti-Blackpool is not 
to be anti-North. Scarborough 
is a fine resort, with a dramat- 


ic setting, fresh sea food and 
bracing air. Even poor old 
Morecambe can boast of more 
- that magnificent marooned 
ship of the Midland Hotel, 
those magical sunset views 
across to the Lakeland peaks. 

lo be anti-Blackpool is not 
even to regret - as Nye Sevan 
used to regret - the poverty of 
working-class imagination. 
Working people have, since the 
fate Fifties, travelled abroad, 
and come to expect profes- 
sional standards. But when they 
come to the Ityldc coast expec- 
tations seem to sink to zero. 

The problems start on the 
front. Rough or smooth, the 
Irish Sea at Blackpool is always 
turbid. Beneath the murk float 
unspeakable things. Blackpool 
does not have sand or mud, but 
something oozing, shifting and 
indefinably else. 

Along the front stretch, for 
those interminable miles be- 
tween Lytham and Fleetwood, 
like the repeating pattern on the 
wallpaper which Blackpool 
landladies all seem Id buy from 
the same stockist, the same 
shopping parades of chip shop, 
burger bar. amusement arcade 
and discount retailer, lit by “ il- 
luminations” stringing wildly 
in the October gales. 

The famed trams creak their 
way past barely a single mem- 
orable budding - beyond the 
tower and the Winter Gardens 
themselves (and Labour is right, 
they are too small for a modem 
conference). Blackpool sprawls, 
a huge urban mass, where the 
rules on town and country plan- 


rung seem somehow lo have 
been suspended. Houses seem 
either makeshift, unpointed or 
ineffably chintzy. 

AflcT a day on the prom, vis- 
itors retire to bedrooms which 
were last decorated in 1959. Ny- 
lon counterpanes sir on nykra 
sheets. As the watery light fil- 
ters in through nylon curtains, 
you rise as the smell of bacon 
fai wafts through the corridors. 
Yoghurt and muesli arc not on 
the breakfast menu. 

As for the conventioneers, 
the fact is Blackpool rarely 
even recognises there is a big, 
sophisticated world out there, 
beyond hiking prices to metro- 
politan levels for party confer- 
ence week. The Tbrics never 
dared complain - in public at 
least - for fear of seeming 
snobbish. But the blunt fact is 
that even in those hotels which 
charge as if they merited three 
or four stars, standards are 
poor. Blackpool is the kind of 
place where to order the In- 
ternational Herald 1tibunc is to 
be greeted with a blank face; 
where the idecommunkations 
revolution (requiring space for 
laptop in hotel rooms let alone 
a few extra telephone sockets) 
has not happened; where wait- 
ers seem always to he work ex- 
perience youths who have learnt 
the completely unnecessary art 
of wrapping a napkin round a 
wine bottle, but cannot serve a 
Dover sole to save their lives. 

And all they say ahout the 
difficulties of getting there arc 
true. By road, the M6/M56 
junction is often impassable. By 
rail the journey involves hud- 
dling at Preston into a two- 
coach diesel which always seems 
overheated and seems to take 
an age to gel past Poulton. 

If Tbny Blair is serious about 
remaking party allegiance in 
Britain, let alone remaking 
Britain, he could hardly do 
anything erf greater symbolic im- 
portance than decamping from 
Blackpool 


food. It is also the only decent 
BYO eatery this ride of Aus- 
tralia. You buys your crate of 
chardonnay round the corner 
mid quaffs it over a long lunch 
with a couple of MPs and the 
delegate from frame. 

Brighton doesn't have 
trams. It doesn't have Tfctley’s 
orBoddingtons. It doesn’t have 
a tower, or a pleasure beach, or 
mucky postcards, or a decent 
Trades and Labour Club. 


Bournemouth has too many 
hills, and not enough pubs. 
The conference centres at both 
are sonl-destroying concrete 
boxes. You know you are only 
there so they can take your 
money. 

TtepotitiamBfackpooIaxe 
live. It's heartbeat is old 
Labour. I’ve a bloody good 
mind to go there during con- 
ference week, and watch it cm 
tbetdty- 
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■ The Labour Party con- 
ference brings £5m to the 
town. Each year Blackpool 
host* 400 other confer- 
ences which bring in a fcir- 
ther£50m. 

■ There are 32)00 hoods, 
gjesc houses and setf- 
carerfng establishments 
which can sleep KXL000 
guests in any one right — 
almost doubOhg Its 
resident population of 
BO.OOO. 

■ The most popular 
opurist attraction in Britain 
is-the Blackpool Pleasure 
Beach with 73 mfflion visi- 
tor* a year. 
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bbofhe.to \- 
■: .d*e tallest, fastest and . 

■ -'st eep est roBer coastier in 

the world. At 235fchgh 
: the 'Pepsi Max Big One’ . ' 
reaches speeds of 8Sraph 
^during a two-minute nty . 
which puts riders throt^l? 
a 3.5 positive G-Force. 

■ the Blackpool Tower; . 
which cost £70,000 tc 

; build, opened m 1894. - 
stands at SBft 9bv k at- 
tracts.) mtBteft Yojrors a 
year, k is Etwith Ktf)00 
bulbs. . . 

■ TheBfackpoo) tfumina- 
dons Dght up a sbwnfle 
stretch of the coast wfth 
500,000 bulbs costing the ' 
town flAna year to run. 

■ KL5 roflfioo aide of 
rock are sold each year. 

-Michael Greenwood 
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Spies left 
out in 
the cold 


The Iron Curtain is gone, but the trade in secrets is 
flourishing as never before. Nicholas von Herberstein 
explores the twilight world of modem espionage 


WHEN five Russian spies were caughi in 
Norway just a few weeks ago, it look plen- 
ty or people, not least the country's prime 
minister by surprise. Surely, said premier 
Kjctl Magne Bondeviek. this sort of con- 
duct no longer uxik place in W98 in a de- 
mocratised Russia? Wrong. The notion that 
espionage is on the brink of extinction is 
naive to say the least. Despite the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact, 
the spy trade has not faded into obscuri- 
ty. The reality is that the industry is as ac- 
tive as ever, with billions of pounds being 
funnelled into the budgets of various 
agencies around the world. 

Just how active spies still are has been 
made apparent in recent weeks with a se- 
ries of embarrassing blunders. The worst 
case involved Mossad, the Israeli Intelli- 
gence service. Once regarded as the elite 
of the spy dubs, feared by its enemies, it 
was responsible for two bungled assassi- 
nation attempts, one in Jordan and one in 
Switzerland, which have led to the resig- 
nation of Danny Yatom, the head of 
Mossad, and the blushes of Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's government. 

The Russian spy ring in Norway was un- 
covered as the five members of FSW ( for- 
merly the KGB) attempted to get their 
hands on top secret Nato and Norwegian 
documents. Norway is the only Nato mem- 
ber state that borders Russia, and the re- 
gion is home to Russia's vast northern fleet, 
yet despite an “era of mutual co-operation 
and understanding between Russia and 
Nato". some organisations, it seems, have 
not received the message. 

According to Dr Ken Robertson, lec- 
turer in terrorism and intelligence at the 
University of Reading,, a crucial factor (cer- 
tainly' in the case of Mossad) which con- 
tributes to these Med operations, is a lack 
of clarity. “Where the organisation does not 
have a clarity of purpose, and is not 
agreed on what kind of security is neces- 
sary for the stale, for instance, if they are 
divided over the peace process, then that 
can make the whole organisation very fac- 
tional. Organisations that are charac- 
terised by facliuns on the whole are less 
effective." he says. 

“The most damaging aspect to Mossad 
is was this myth of its near invincibility." 
says Dr Robertson. “With dial myth de- 
stroyed. Mossad will find top-level re- 
cruitment a little more difficult". 

The Russian security apparatus certainly 
can't be described as having a clarity of pur- 


pose. So swift are the changes in its lead- 
ership that today's head of foreign intelli- 
gence is tomorrow’s best-selling author on 
the £10,000-an-hour lecture tour. 

There is, it seems, an odour of incom- 
petence amongst the agencies that gives 
credence to Hollywood portrayals. Stum- 
bling around in the dark, they fight bud- 
get restrictions from their own 
governments, get blamed for failures by 
those same governments, face an ever-in- 
creasing sophistication and technological 
evolution in their opponents, and receive 
no recognition for the missions that succeed 

Britain does not escape unscathed 
from hu miliating incidents either. Last year 
ML5 held a veiy public recruitment drive, 
with advertisements for staff placed in the 
national press for the first time. It led to 
thousands of applications to a phone Line. 
Phone Hackers, or “phreakers" broke 
into the line with a new message indicat- 
ing the demise of MI5. “Hello, my name 
is Colonel Botch. I am calling on behalf of 
the KGB. Wte have taken overMI5 because 
they are not secret any more and they are 
a crap organisation. All the details left wQI 
be forwarded to the KGB. Thank you.'’ 

fin fact, the quality of the candidates 
was. to a large extent, not high enough to 
justify the man-bours involved in wading 
through the applications). 

Despite the recruitment drive, British 
intelligence, like the secret services of many 
other western countries, has suffered from 
budget constraints following the end of the 
Cold Whr. Its funds are dispersed between 
MI5, MI6, and GCHQ. Those holding the 
purse-strings clearly did see a valid reason 
for cutting funds, although the cuts have 
not been limited to the extent one might 
have thought possible. But what many ob- 
servers believe is that the cuts have led to 
bungling - as witnessed by recent events. 

The end of the Cold War has also led 
to a change in modus openmdi as welL With 
the collapse of the former Soviet Union, 
the situation has become so confused that 
reliable intelligence information is only pos- 
sible by getting people on the ground to 
report back, rather than using satellites or 
other forms of technology. The countries 
involved in espionage have also changed. 
A recently released document by the 
United States National Counter Intelli- 
gence Centre reveals that, overall, activi- 
ties have increased. “A number of countries 
pose various levels of threat to US Infor- 
mation. Some are traditional adversaries. 



Out of the shadows: Hollywood’s portrayal of the spying game is not too wide of the mark Photograph: Kobal 


while others are long-time allies of the Unit- 
ed States, or have traditionally been neu- 
tral," the report stated. 

Louis Freeh, the director of the FBI, has 
told the United States Senate that at least 
23 foreign intelligence services were actively 
targeting the United States. “I think that 
Russian aggression has been unabated even 
in the post-Co Id War. It is escalating. It's 
a serious and continuing problem. Recent 
espionage cases involving Russia, South Ko- 
rea and China are just the tip of a large 
and dangerous intelligence iceberg.” 

The area of responsibility for spies h3s 
also changed markedly since the end of tbe 
Cold War. International crime and ter- 
rorism, money-laundering and nuclear 
proliferation occupy tbe time of agencies 


far more than mere militaiy and intelligence . 
data acquisition. 

However, a far more serious threat than 
the traditional espionage activities is the 
sudden rise in economic espionage by for- 
eign governments. The CIA director, 
George JThnet. outlined five key challenges 
facing the intelligence communities to the 
US Senate select sub-ccunminee on In- 
telligence. “At the top of the list I place a 
set of trans-national issues that threaten 
the lives of all, while also threatening strate- 
gic interests in important ways. These is- 
sues indnde proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, international terrorism, 
drug-trafficking, information warfare and 
the fallout from the recent Asian financial 
crisis." 


Indeed, two weeks ago, the FBI called 
for ah increase of $93m for its computer 
crime unit, with a total budget increase for 
the fiscal year 1999 of $3bn. 

“We do see an increase in foreign eco- 
nomic espionage due to an increasing re- 
liance on technology and commerce, as 
well as tbe value of intellectual property”, 
said Lesley Wiser, bead of overseas espi- 
onage in the Eurasian sector of the FBI 
Counter-Intelligence Division. “One of our 
priorities here at the FBI is to identify eco- 
nomic intelligence activities of foreign gov- 
ernments in tbe United States and to 
neutralise those activities", she said. “We 
are spycatchers, and economic security has 
become part of the National Security 
Agenda.” 


Stars’ children 
pay the high 
price of fame 

PITY Sir John Hall, the reluctant return- 
ing chairman at Newcastle United, bade on 
the board at St James’ Park after the Toon- 
gate scandal toppled his son Douglas. 
Douglas Hall and Freddie Shepherd finally 
jumped from their posts as chairma n and 
vice-chairman before they were pushed by 
several thousand irate Geordies following 
revelations of their cocaine exploits with 
Spanish prostitutes and boasts of ripping 

off fans. , •_ _ * 

Sir John is not the only famous daddy 
to be experiencing a reverse of the old adage 
“the sins of the father will be visited on the 
goo.” As actor Dustin Hoffman partied at 
the Oscars in Los Angeles this week, his 
32-year-old step-daughter Karina faced im- 
prisonment in a British prison for stealin g 
cheques worth £5,358 from the Cam- 
bridgeshire company where she worked. In 
mitigation the court was told Karina had 
always felt in timi dated by her father’s 
wealth and fame. 

The list of self-destructive, wild-child off- 
spring of celebrities is a long one. From the 
death by heroin overdose of Olivia Chan- 
noil, daughter of the former Tory minister 
Paul, to the suicide of actor Paul Newman’s 
son Allan, life as the child of a superstar 
would appear to be a curse rather than a 
blessing. 

Professor Petruska Clarkson, a consul- 
tant psychologist and author specialising in 
the study of fame, says behind the glam- 
our the children of celebrities often have 
a rough deal. “They are constantly on dis- 
play and never really seen for who they are,” 
she said. “Other children will soy: ‘you’re 
so and so’s child,’ and from that moment 
they cannot take any of their human rela- 
tionships for granted. The child will find it 
very difficult to know whether people re- 
ally like them or if they are just trying to 
get some reflected glory and get dose to 
the famous parent.” 

Dirk Flower, a Harley Street psycholo- 
gist who treats children of the rich and fa- 
mous, said they respond to their parents 
fame in one of three ways: rebellion, abuse 
of their parent's position a la Hall, or sue- ~ 
cess - Stella McCartney for example. 

Tbo often or not though the path is re- 
bellion --experiments with drink and drugs, 
unhappiness and even death. The ultimate 
example is the Brando family. In 1990 Mar- 
ion Brando's son Christian was sentenced 
to 10 years for killing the lover of his preg- 
nant half-sister Cheyenne. Cheyenne’s 
baby was boro a drug addict and she nev- 
er recovered from the trauma, committing 
suicide three years later at the age of 25. 

Professor Clarkson says the high in- 
stances of suicide and the numbers of drug 
and alcohol addicts among celebrity off- 
spring are a result of the child’s inability 
to deal with their parent's fame: “They can’t 
be bothered to engage anymore so they give 
up or become drug addicts.” 

The pattern is an old one. In 1957 Sarah 
Churchill, daughter of ex-Prime Minister 
Winstoa, was arrested in Los Angeles on 
a charge of drunkenness and fined $50. 

When the children of celebrities do err. 
the world is quick to bear of it. Professor 
Clarkson asks for sympathy: “I would ask 
that people be gentle with them, because 
everyone has made mistakes." 

Rosa Prince 
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Get on with your life - don’t dwell on the past 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


ITS COMMONLY assumed 
that anyone who has been 
groped or flashed at in child- 
hood has been abused and that 
suddenly, in laler life, they'll be 
haunted by dark dreams, over- 
whelming depression and a 
feeling of disgust and low self- 
wort hi This wOl continue until 
they face the original trauma, 
rc -experience the feeling of 
powerlessncss and resultant 
angpr. when they can then start 
to rebuild their lives. The view 
has become so strong that now 
people like the anonymous 
woman who wrote to me can ac- 
tually become anxious if she 
doesn't feel deep shame, guilt 
and horror at what has hap- 
pened. Is she repressed? 
Worse, is she living in (ghastly 
word) denial? Or is she simply 
insensitive to life's horrors, 
nothing more than a cold fish? 
Or perhaps she is an excep- 
tional woman, a woman of a 
hugely strong character who has 
somehow managed to deal with 
a dreadful event,' whatever 
“dealing with it" might mean. 

My feeling is that she is none 


An anonymous woman is worried that 
despite the fact that when she was K her 
brother often came into her room and 
had sex with her, and that her uncle was a 
dirty old man who tickled her in 
unpleasant places, she has a wonderful 
marriage, sex life and children. Will these 
past events come back to haunt her later? 


of these things. She is just an 
ordinary woman with as much 
resilience as most of us, who 
has, again like most of us. been 
through a few mildly unpleas- 
ant experiences in her teens, 
and thought nothing more 
about them. 

Quid sexual abuse, if it is vi- 
olent nr penetrative or nun-con- 
sensual, can sometimes have 

frightful effects in later life. Not 
always, but often- But most chll- 
dren are exposed to a variety of 
fiddling and groping by men as 
they grow up, and think no 
more of it than a slight wave of 
fear and revulsion. 

! was hugged and kissed by 
a horrible old Evening Standard 
salesman when 1 was about 
eight. My father threatened to 
throw a bucket of water over 
him. The fact that my father 
never actually even had words 
with the man was far more up- 
setting to me than the un- 
pleasant grab in itself. Creepy 
men used to follow me when I 
walked back from school and 
one friend of my parents used 
to take me out to tea and un- 


der the table at Fortnum & 
Mason would guide my hand up 
his thigh and on to his crotch. 
1 never said anything and al- 
though 1 used to ratter dread 
this part of the tea I used to en- 
joy his talk and the cakes 
enough to be willing to go 
along with it for a few months 
at least. I certainly can’t feel 
that, compared to all tbe oth- 
er ghastly incidents that we all 
have in our lives, these were 
more than mere annoying blips. 

If I were the woman who 
wrote to me I would put my 
worries aside completely. Her 
brother felt sexy; she didn't 
mind going along with it; he 
never threatened ter or told her 
it was their little secret, there 
is no more nor less to this in- 
cident than that . 

If this is the sum total of all 
the horrific and traumatising 
events she suffered in her child- 
hood, she should feel grateful 
that she had a happier chlld- 
hood than most pecple did, who 
can generally drag up at least 
one hair-raising, but non-sexu- 
ai, event in their past. 


She’s lucky, she’s happy, 
and she’s utterly, utterly normal 

WH AT READERS SAY 

Gropers and flashers were 
childhood occurrences that 
didn’t upset me unduly then or 
now. 2 feel embarrassed when 
I think what went on with my 
older brothers (although we 
slopped short of interoourse) 
but I put it to the back of my 
mind and can face them very 
politely when we meet. 

I don’t think this wifi catch 
up with you or me - we are 
lucky enough to be resilient, to 
have a busy, happy family fife 
and to have been able to grow 
up from it without melodra- 
matic interventions . — Anon 

From what you teH us (and 
we do not have enough details 
to be certain), although you and 
your brother broke society’s 
rules, it seems that what he did 
was loving and tender and it 
does not sound as if it was ei- 
ther exploitative or degrad ing 

I -read your letter and was. 
frankly, profoundly envious. 


When I was a teenager my 
brother never even touched me. 
Instead he exuded seif-righteous, 
evangelical piety, and having 
failed to convert me to his reli- 
gion. shunned my company. 

1 felt dreadfully abandoned 
and let down, all the more so 
because my father was hope- 
lessly neglectful and unaffec- 
tion ate. He was also very adept 
at using my desperate, embar- 
rassed desire for love to get me 
to do all manner of things that 
no father should ever ask of his 
daughter, although sex was not 

one of them. I dealt with my 
misery through anorexia and 
then bulimia, which dominat- 
ed my life from the ages of 14 
to 28. 1 was so hungry for love 
and affection that I let men 
abuse me, not daring to hope 
for anything better. 

The proof of the pudding is 
surely in the eating You are ap- 
parentiy a fully functioning, 
happy adulL At 35 1 have a his- 
tory of unhappy relationships, 
no marriage, no children, and 
am only just beginning lo make 
somethin g of my abilities at 
work. To the tabloids you would 


NEX T WEEK’S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia. My mother of 
fifty three has been-dia^iosed 
as having cancer. I have talked 1 
to the doctor privately and he 
says she only has between 
three months and e$tfeen 
months .to five, but he thinks rt 
is best not to tdJ her the as be 

feels she will lose the will to 

fight Has anyone else been in 


my mother 

should be told the noth, even 

though She is not a very strong 
character and has a tendency 
to depression, f hate to fed 
1 am deceiving her. — Nina 

L^mwekome.and 

a suggestion 
< f uototIwa > be sent a bouquet 


be “a victim of abuse " and I 
would have had “the slimmer s 
disease". This simplistic la- 
belling is not only patronising, 
it is inaccurate and misleading. 
— Anon 

The hardest thing you have to 
face is that what happened to 
you was wrong, not of you, but 
of those who exploited you 
and who led your brother to do 
so. You have taken the biggest 
step, in recognising that what 
happened in your family is not 
acceptable. It has harmed you, 
even if only by making you think 
that it was okay. Now you need 
to see that this kind of behav- 
iour repeats itself, from gener- 
ation to generation. 

Your brother is now your 
children’s unde. Can you pro- 
tect them from a repeat of your 
own unde’s behaviour to you? 
Perhaps your brother has re- 
alised that what went on at 
home was actually abusive, and 
worries, as you do. If so, he 

could be your aUy. If not, he is 
a danger toyour children. They . 

may never forgive you, if you 
fail them. — Sara Clarke 


from lutoflora. Send comments 
and suggestions to Virginia 
Ironside at the Features 
department. The Independent. 

I Canada Square. Canary 
wharf. London EI4 SOL (fax: 
0171-293 2182). by Tuesday 
morning. If you have a dilemma 
of your own that you would like 
to share, please let me know. 


I d'AlM 
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Albert returns 

in all his glory 


PRIfKE ABx« has languish- 
ed m a black bin liner smce 

1990 when the scaffokfog 
went up on Kensingtons 
Albert Memorial- The 
get a sneak preview or the 

^ratk»'WO*wfflbeC&m- 

cdk» Kohl of Germany oar- 
ing the ASEC Summit for 

“ ... vi j.«r 


in true Gothic revival style. 

John 1=616/5 statue of 
Albert depicts him in his 

Knight of the Garter outfit. 




CUlwpuBU-M-. 

Sale. He’s in fcr atagsaxpriw- 
Ouccn Victoria's beloved 
fai^awi d, two and half times 
taller |hBTl fife size, is gedd 


Restoration piece: 


»geb (above), their land, turned down to renounce worldly ^ onitte. Inside the Albert Memorirf <nbo« right} 


Tom Pikton/Engflsh Heritage 


pimnH once again, while the 
Mown glass cabocbons in ruby 
and turquoise on the ori> and 
cross atop the monument 
sparkle in the sunshine. 

The memorial to Albert, 
who died young of typhoid in 
1861. is, as English Heritage 
project manager Alasdair 
Glass put it, “the British 
equivalent of the Thj Mahal, 

a love story in Portland stone 

and iron'’. 

Gilbert Scott designed the 
shrine to the Prince Consort 
like a tiered wedding cake, 
spired to nearly 200 feel, and 
vaulted with flying buttresses 


whh pantaloons and nifties. 
His forefinger marks a page 
in the catalogue of the Great 
pyH hkkm of lfiSl wh«h Albert 
inspired. The money raised 
was spent on the nearby South 
Kensington museums. 

Restoration work only be- 
gan in earnest in 1994 when 
English Herbage chairman 
Jocelyn Stevens became in- 
volved, thundering that it was 

scandal ous to let go to ruin 
pirti a “gloriously extrovert 
piece of sculpture". 

English Heritage commit- 
ted £2 million towards the 
restoration, and the Depart- 
ment of Culture, Media and 
Sport £&2m. Ready a year 
ahead of schedule, the project 
has come in nearly £3m under 
budget at £11.2m, with 
£750,000 sponsorship already 
in the bag and a further 
£250,000 sought 

A combination of time 
and London's dirt served Al- 
bert badly. Lead wrapped 
around the over-engineered 
cast iron structure, caused it 
to corrode dramatically. Fine 
craftsmanship has been 
helped by new technology to 
restore it. The waterless 
sponge jet system, pioneered 
for the nuclear power stations, 
was used on the iron, and the 
first laser cleaner installed in 
this counuy for the lead. 

Restored toils former glory, 
Gilbert Scott's Gormcndghasi 
fantasy and Prince Albert's 
pra gmat ism in patronage are in 
step with the spirit of our 
times. Chancellor Kohl would 
call it “Zeitgeist’'. 

Honie Niesewand 


it's a place to relax 


Arthur Andersen's sixth floor offers a 
glimpse of how tomorrow’s v/orkspaces 
will be designed. Meg Carter reports 


THE NINETIES have seen a 
virtual revolution in office de- 
sign. Information technology 
has enabled a radical re-think, 
with forward-looking organisa- 
tions turning their backs cm per- 
sonal desk space in favour of 
i> more flexible working environ- 
meats. Early adopters of this 
new credo were London-based 
creative businesses: advertising 


division. “It is a physical man- 
ifestation of where we are go- 
frig in business.” she says. “It is 

^ -if 4 a iwf riff. 


OpVVIUVUUJ P 

fig -Riit people in different teams. 
col laborating — to foster new 
and more creative relation- 
ships by positioning people 
around each other.” 


dfi&uwwo, 

and the odd PR company. 
Now, the ripples are spreading 
further afield - among the lat- 
est converts is management 
consultants Arthur Andereen. 

At first glance, Arthur An- 
dersen’s central London head 
office at 180 The Strand is, to 

say the least, underwhelming- 
A concrete office block, foe 
building houses some 3,000 
employees across up to nine 


been fitted out by foe firm “ 
briskly efficient (if drab) light 
wood and pastel shades. A 
traditional cellular structure 
means that numerous smah, 
self-contained offices ring foe 

building's exterior, while lines 

of window-less cubicles and 

load-bearing columns run down 

the centre of each flo° r - 
Visit foe sixth floor offices 

of Arthur Andersen's 

Consulting 

ariprepratetetecktfte 
new. The floor has beengutt 

and an imaginaiiveworke^ 

raiment introduced, „ 

with “Chaos" (action), 

(quiet)and“Tt>uchdown 

poraiy working) zon “’ 

^bright colour 

imiDuaitraied panels. A co ff 
bar and other new 
arL have been ffited 
novel design features, not oW 

totatrigne but to cater forte 

by foe changing 
company, explains . ^ 
Francfaie, directs 
bon learning and exchg 

Andersen’S business consulting 


boardrooms m favour of inti- 
mate “conversation areas" to . 
overcome “the negative them 
and us ethos”, says Ms 
FTanchie. And movement of 
staff- and clients- throughout 
the entire area has been dras- 
tically re- thought. Some of the 
floor’s few internal dividing 
mails curve, some fold back to 
reveal new space while others 
incorporate portholes or fish 
tanks to (reate new perspectives. 

The design creates differ- 
ent moods in different areas, 
says Lydia Ney, senior de- 
signer at BDG McCofl,Arthnr 
Andersen’s consultants. Visi- 
tors step out of the lift onto the 

floor at foe “Hub”, or recep- 
tion area, where they can use 
foe latest multimedia equip- 
ment Opposite them are win- 
dows which extend across the 
entire length of foe birikfing 
oreriookins The Strand, Along 
thk nms the “Tbuchdown Bar?, 
a . narrow lip of workspace 
where staff are encouraged to ■ 

sit at stools, plug m their lap- 
tops and phones and work tor- 
short periods of time. 

Bright and airy, this area also 
serves as an informal corridor 
between the “Chaos" and 

“Zen" zones, whkh occupy op- 
posite ends of Aefloor, to foe 

left and- the right Badt to- 
wards the rear of the building, 

away from The Strand, the 
mood quietens with otberwork 
areas. No employee has their 
own office, although senior 
^utners are allowed their own 



Vforic«xperiencK Ph« In your laptop where you fed most comfortable johnVoos 


floor is the “Zen” zone - again 
divided by panels, which this 
time depict pebbles, sand and 
palm fronds in quiet hues. In 
this area, signs chant: “No 
meetings. No phones. No in- 
terruptions.” It is space for 
quiet reflection (and, of course, 
fish tanks). 

Technology has been foe 
driving force throughout. Not 
only did Arthur Andersen want 

to incorporate the latest in PC 
and multimedia-ware to im- 
press its clients, it also wanted 
to inspire staff So, interactive 
white boards on the walls can 
be downloaded to laptop com- 
puters and infra-red transmit- 
ters will shortly enable staff to 
pick up TY audio and corporate 
presentations ' from monitors 
positioned around the floor. 

The net result is more effi- 
cient use of available space and 
a more effective, motivated 
workforce, claims UK pro- 
jects manager Dean Smith. 
The old layout had room for 
95 , the new one accommodates 
up to 170 with 103 desks avail- 
able at any one time. “An in- 
herent problem in this building 
hug been that we’ve lost meet- 
ing rooms as we’ve grown," he 
says. “This structure frees up 
more space - nine out of 10 
meetings can be conducted in 
an informal area.” 

Three months in and foe 
department has truly bedded 
down. “We have seen com- 
munication increase dramati- 
cally,” says business consultant 
Abigail Clifton. “It’s easier 
now to sit and share informa- 
tion with people from other 
groups within the department. 
It's noisier, but there is far 
more interaction." 

Of course there were some 
reservations. “When you go 
from a cellular office to open 
plan, people always remark on 
the noise and loss of privacy," 
Mr Smith admits. “Hot desk- 


Nineties, gurus daim, is demol- 
ishing traditional structures. 
And they are right - up to a 
point. Thie, Arthur Andersen 
Business Consulting staff now 
relish their new found flexible 

working and laud te break with 

tradition with everyone sharing 
the same space. But it is inter- 
esting to note that while Arthur 


Andersen intends to re-design 
other departments, none will be 
as radical as here. Which, of 
course, will create an altogeth- 
er new form of “cellular” struc- 
ture -with Business Consulting 
set dearly aside from Arthur 
Andersen’s other departments. 

Divide and rule lives on, 
then, if in a far subtler form. 
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to store work and computer 

when not in use. Navy and pate- 


areas ordered by topic, where 
project materials are stored. 
At one end of the floor is the 


wp computers, 

you work where you fed I most 
; comfortable - either with ofo- . 
er members of your project 

team or to suit your mood. ^ 

Staff h ave thefr own stylishly 


been zoned into groups under 
different place names, ranging 
from Antwerp to Zurich (tak- 
ing in Blackpool along foe way 
“tor fim" Ms Ney says). There 
are supplemented fcy “Tfeam 
.Whlls” — additional storage 


work and jmformal discussion. 


rest of the floor by fllusoaled 
screens depicting a knot of ca- 
bles and wires in vibrant red. All 
^mrm ire and equipancpt is light- 
weight and on wheels, so the 


space is constantly changing- 
The area also includes three 
brainstorming rooms - one red. 
one blue and one green - in- 
spired by Edward de Bono. The 

idea is that you use the red room 

to energise a meeting at a stow 
time of the day. For a quieter, 
more caimingenrirooment. Woe 
or green is advised. 

At the opposite end of foe 


Even so, junior and senior 
staff adapted quickly- And 
even middle managers, whose 
hutial resistance was fuelled by 

seeing hopes of their own 
future fiefdom fade, are finally 
coining on side. 

Once, foe regimented 
structure of foe traditional of- 
fice reinforced foe corporate 
hierarchy- The office of foe 


Do not miss tNs dance to wtn 1960 's and eyty -d® 

a fabulous one week aH Batdczone S 

Inclusive nip to Horidafer two features of current out selling 

people. This indudes flights. 7 Strategy gwies W,U L . ■ 

nights accommodation ac The 

Hoikbr Inn CVy-^ Beach, ear interface and seamless nrst 

of Batdezone on PC CD-Rom. Format respectively. 
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London? Sorted 


“OI GUV I see you’re an Independent reader. Tell you what, you might be 
interested in this..." 

“Whar” 

“I had a bloke wants to be the new mayor of London in the back of my 
cab" 

“What was he like then?" 

-Well guv. he combined all the qualities you need in this new post, be- 
ing possibly the second most politically important person in the land. He 
was fashioned from an alloy of human qualities rarely found at the top of 
even our national political life." 

-Gosh. What were they then?" 

“Well for starters, he’s a right show-off. I thought to myself, here is 
someone who has the sheer vulgar appeal that means instant coverage what- 
ever he docs. A self-publicist who doesn’t realty have to try too hard- Maybe 
he occasionally gels into scrapes, if you know what I mean. A bit like Jef- 
frey Archer in that respect. But nothing to detract from the important job 
of speaking dearly for the capital here and abroad. A global voice, no less. 
I’d say. But he’s not just an internationally famous populist elected by a 
method that gives him a dear mandate." 

“ Really?" 

-No, there’s another thing. He’s got a vision for London. Now I ve been 
around a bit and I can tell you that at just over seven million, London has 
the largest population of any major European city and, with a GDP of go- 
ing on for £f(Wbn. if London was a country, its economy would be as big 
as'Portugal's. Not a lot of people know that. Now that’s a big city and it 
needs a big vision. So he’s got to know what he wants and concentrate on 
one or two key objectives. Just like that geezer in New York 

-Rudolph Giuliani?" 

“Yeah, that’s the one. You see, what he did was to concentrate on crime. 
And now New Yorkers feel safer and have much more seif-confidence about 
themselves. 1 mean. I can remember Mien the place went bust. So the right 
man in the right job can make a difference, see?" 

“Well, quite, yes.” 

“Going on holiday this year? Me and the wife went to Barcelona for 
ours. That’s one hip and trendy place. They’ve had a few powerful - and 
effective - mayors. They got the Olympic Games a few years back. There 
you go. But London needs more than hrp and more than PR. What we 
irant is. excuse mv French, a bit of radical social reform. And you used 
not to get much of that round our way. I mean, lots of well-meaning re- 
marks, of course, but realty nothing concrete. My idea of a good mayor is 
someone who has the determination to use the influence and resources - 
maybe £4bn he’ll have to spend - available to realty make a start He can 
get the new London development authority in and tell them what’s whaL 
Now while he sorting that out the second thing he wants to do is - hang 
on! Blackwall T\mnel! Now we’re in trouble-. Look, berk in a Merc.- P*** 
off! -yeah. As I was saying. Get an integrated transport policy. Plenty of 
scope there with the possibility of adding congestion charging to existing 
methods of finance like adjusting the local government precept - the coun- 
cil tax to me and you. Getting people out of cars and into public transport 
and of course that could be good news for us cabbies as weD. And some- 
thing else, talking about mayors. Ever been to Birmingham?” 

“Yes. actually.-” 

“Yeah all those blokes polishing their Sierras eh? Now, don’t get me 
wrong, it’s no dump and they've done some good things. But, really, they 
want a mayor too. And Liverpool And Manchester. In feet any city that 
wants to try new leadership and tackle the seemingly intractable problems 
of urban decline needs one. Besides if London’s got one, you don’t want 
him to bog all the limelight, and dosh, do you? They should go for it 

“But going bade to this Mayor of London. He’s not just a man of vi- 
sion and the rest He’s got charm, political skills and brains. A bit like Ken 
Livingstone you might say in that regard. But our man’s able to deal with 
politicians of all complexions, old Labour, new Labour, Tory, that other 
lot Paddy whatsisname, you know what I mean? Don’t get me wrong, you 
want someone where you know where he’s coming from but you think, ‘Yeah, 
he can work persuasively with others, he can pull a few strings, he can mesh 
together the wide range of interests like business, the boroughs all those 
now bus and train companies.’ 

“Now. I'm no mastermind but I could see that that man, he realty bad 
that intellectual quality, know what l mean? Impressive bloke. At the same 
lime he’s able to mix it if people try it on. He's quite able to stand up to 
those buggers who run the country. No messing about You could imagine 
Frank Dobson doing that a bit Right. Here we are. House of Commons. 
And don’t I recognise you? What did you say your name was again?” 

“Er... Tony." 

"Pleasure... Oil where’s my tip?” 


It’s just not cricket 


WE live in an age when stereotypes arc crumbling daily, especially in sport. 
Nowadays the Italians play rugby - and creditably. Irishwomen who tradi- 
tionally were not encouraged to be sporty now win athletics world champi- 
onships. English football dubs are black and foreign in impressive proportions. 

We mustn’t go too far in suggesting old patterns no longer hold. Nick 
Hornby may- have convinced some that football is for sensitive types , but 
recent antics on Tyneside have cemented football’s reputation as a pitch 
Tor boorish men. Perhaps there are real limits to how far traditional alle- 
giances should be subverted. 

There b something, well, outlandish about certain countries playing cer- 
tain games. TUce cricket, lb know that there is a Bangladeshi side which is 
doing some international touring Ibis summer is not surprising. But who 
arc the Bangladeshi tourists playing in July? Scotland. The idea of Scots 
playing cricket invites one of those Doctor Johnsonians about women, 
preachers and dogs. There is no reason why the Scots should be able to 
handle this particular ball except... it’s English. 



4 




h 


U* 1 






Standards for lobbyists 


LETTERS 


Blair needs Blackpool 


FRAN ABRAMS is right to raise 
concerns about the rapid influx of 
wet-behind-the-eais, ex-Labour re- 
searchers to the ranks of the lobby- 
ing industry (“Revealetj: Labour’s 
links -with lobbyists", 24 March). 

However, businesses need input 
into the political process, and more 
experienced advisers can play a vital 
role m ensuring that an organisation’s 
corporate strategy does not simply ig- 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293,2056; e-mail: ttttas@independerU.cOMk E-mail correspondents art 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


note the nuances of emerging pub- 
lic policy. There is a dear difference 
between experienced, strategic ad- 
visers and those who trade entirety 
on their “links”, such as they are. 

There must also be a dear divide 
between the functions of an objec- 
tive consultant and that of a party 
fund-raiser. Lobby finns must not be- 
come clearing bouses for party po- 
litical funding. That is a lesson 
Labour must take on board. 

New Labour needs its own Greer 
scandal like a hole in the head. The 
lobbying industry can play its part by 
sticking to the Association of Pro- 
fessional Political Consultants’ Code 
of Conduct which is committed to ab- 
solute transpatency, and ethical stan- 
dards in public affairs consultancy. 
JOHN McLEOD 
Director 

Shandwick PubUc Affairs 
London EC4 


ents want to be able to rearrange, 
even reduce the horns spent on 
paid work. 

Doing paid work until midnight 
assists neither the employer, whose 
employee will not be productive at 
that time; nor the working parent, 
who will be exhausted. "Mnsfei ring 
the macho, ineffective, long hours 
culture from the office to the home 
is no answer. Parents need to be able 
to balance time effectively, not jug- 
gle an overload in working hours. 
ROGER LYONS 
General Secretary, MSF 
London EC1 •' *• 


Church investments 


Children in care 


Parents work too hard 


CAROL SAVAGE is out ou a limb 
when she says that she is “happy to 
work a 12-hour day”, starting at 8am 
and finishing at midnight, stopping 
at 5pm to put her son to bed (“In- 
flexible employers * driving women 
out of Britain’s workforce’ ", 23' 
March). She claims that long work- 
ing hours split between the office and 
home is the sort of “flexibility” em- 
ployers should offer professional 
women who have children. 

MSF is a trade union with 4GROOQ 
members vroriring in profe s s ion al and 
skilled occupations in the private and 
public sectors. Those with children 
need to be able to effectively balance 
their time spent on paid work and 
working for their family. Many par- 


WE loudly applaud Patricia Mor- 
gan’s revelations and analysis of 
Britain’s adoption system (“Social 
workers ‘biased against adoption*”, 
23 March), if not all the recom- 
mendations for changl. But, oh 
dear, oh dear, what of the reaction 
of such prominent bodies as the As- 
sociation of Directors of Social Ser- 
vices and the British Agencies for 
Adoption and Fostering? They do 
nothing more than accuse, in famil- 
iar patronising manner; the accusers 
of being simplistic and misunder- 
standing the true nature of modem 
adoption. 

There have been many other re- 
ports, including the Department of 
Health's own, that have condemned 
the current system for failing soci- 
ety's most vulnerable children. How 
refreshing it would be if the ADSS 
and BAAF came up with some 
plans and proposals themselves for 
improving the lot of children in 

care ratter than staying locked into 
that old standby which I believe is 
known as “denial” in social services 
circles. 

LTV O'HANLON 

Director; The Adoption Forum 

LondonSWS 


INVESTING in the arms trade (re- 
port, 23 March) raises many ethical 
issues for churches. 

■ Under international law it is 
recognised that there are iegiti- 
mateusesfor armk ki terms dfidlf- 
defeace, as set out in Article 51 of- 
the UN Charter. However, arms are 
not like other goods. They are de- 
signed to kill, injure and threaten. 
Chinch investment guidelines are of- 
ten more scrupulous about invest- 
ment in firms producing alcohol, 
tobacco, or even newspapers, than 
weapons. 

Anned conflict -is one of the 
main obstacles to development As 
a development agency, Christian 
Aid would 3sk its supporting church- 
es to look again at the consistency 
of preaching peace and investing in 
arms. 

Many erf our partners in situations 
of post-conflict reconstruction stress 
the Biblical message of turning 
“swords into ploughshares”. In this 
contest Christian Aid would welcome 
a rethin king of church investment 
policies. The guiding criterion most 
be that the life of the poor in areas 
of conflict nuBt take priority over a 
high rate of return on investment in 
engineering and el e c tr onics firms, 
whether or not their business is 
wholly or mainly arms for export. 
JENNY BORDEN 
Acting Director 
Christian Aid 
LondonSEl 


In oar experience, these compa- 
nies produce a good investment rc- 
. turn and we have beaten 
independent benchmarks in recent 
years. Our policy is also to avoid in- 
vestments in companies whose mam 

:hnrih<igi k m ar maments, gam bling, 
ttibaCOb and ‘newspapers, 
where we have specific ethical con- 
cerns. 

The Commissioners do not invest 
in British Aerospace and have nev- 
er done so. 

ANNE DICKENS 
Head of Communications 
The Church Commissioners 
London SW1 


LABOURS decision to abandon 
Blackpool (“Labour rocks Black- 
pool”, 25 March) displays all the prej- 
udices of Little Islington - 
abandoning the North, the working 
dass and the whole notion of a par- 
ty with individuals and trade unions 
making collective democratic deci- 
sions through annual conferences. 

Nothing illustrates more clearly 
the social snobbery of this flite, 
breaking all links with those who 
brought diem into office. This tiny 
unrepresentative section of upper 
middle class opinion thinks it can run 
the country thesatae way it runs the 
party. But Blackpool can do without 
Blair more than Blair can do with- 
out Blackpool 
JOHN NICHOLSON 
Manchester 


Suing for distress 


It’s not that far 


BRIAN LANG, Chief Executive of 
the British library, writes (letter, 23 
March) that “a researcher’s work 
would be considerably hampered by 
the need to trail back and forth aoross 
London between separate buildings 
housing the range of references be- 
ing consulted”. 

The distance between the British 
Museum and the new library is, at 
most, three-quarters of a mile. I hope 
Mr Lang’s bibliographic knowledge 
is better than Ids geographic. 
BARKY COLE 

LondonECl 


I MUST correct the impression giv- 
en by James Savage's letter (25 
March). The policy of the Church 
Commissioners is to invest in com- 
panies which have regard for em- 
ployment practices, corporate 
governance, the environment and hu- 
man rights, as well as their share- 
holders. 


Drink, for safety’s sake 

SO nearly a third of Scottish 
pedestrians hurt in traffic accidents 
had been drinking (“Drunk 
pedestrians”, 25 March). Will we now 
hear calls for a new offence of 
walking wiuZst under the influence 
of drink or drugs? Would it be sta- 
tistkalty safer, perchance, to imbibe 
until one loses the capacity to walk 
at ail?. 

PETER ANDERSON 

Llandrindod Wells, 


DR LEOPOLD FIELD (letter, 20 
March) warns against accepting the 
Law Commission's proposals on li- 
ability for psychiatric Alness and an- 
ticipates an “absolute flood” of 
psychiatric reports cl aiming that 
friends and relatives of the victims 
of accidents are suffering from 
“some form of psychological Al- 
ness”, which will result in an increase 
in insurance premiums. 

The Law Commission report an- 
ticipates a 10 per cent increase in the 
number of personal injury claims at 
an increase in premium cost of 2-5 
per cent (based on discussions with 
the Association of British Insurers), 
lb describe this as a “flood" is emo- 
tive. To suggest that the legal pro- 
fession is the true beneficiary is 
insulting. 

CHRISTOPHER HOUGH 
London WC 2 
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Citizens of Britain? 


YOU ask if British children should 
be taught how to be citizens (lead- 
ing article, 24 March). This is clear- 
ly a waste of money while we are all 
condemned to be subjects. 

DAVID WALKER 
Sitringboume, Kent 


The place to go for a crafty smoke at the Millennium Dome - the designer backside 

pie sanding outride taking a quick smoke, 
so I thought it would be great to build on 
^ late -20th CGnhnv nlwnMuu. ■ 



TODAY, wc continue our award-winning 
off-beat series:- 


Very Unusual Jobs Indeed 

Number 43: The man n-ho is designing the 
back door of the Mdlenmunt Dame, 


MILES 

KINGTON 


He is, perhaps, the only mao in the 
world who describes himself as a Posie- 
rior Designer. He firmly believes that the 
back of a building is the most honest part 

of it 

** ‘By your back doors ye shall know 
them.' That is the motto that should be 
written over the entrance to every school 
of architectural design”, he says. “Anyone 
can design a facade. Everyone can dean 
up the front of a braiding. Any fool of an 
architect can make the front look good, 
by clearing aU themes round to the back. 
So when I want to knew bow good a de- 
sign concept is, l don’t look at the firoaL 
I go round the back. Thai’s the REAL side 

of the moon..." 


The speaker is Otto Kerefc, who has 
been put m charge of the backside of the 
Mjflemnuni Dome. He has never desig n e d 
the front of a bufldmg in bis life. He 
doesn't want to. AH he wants to do is to 
do clever things with the other side. 

“I think 1 first became fascinated with 

thebackskteofbuikin^swbcnlgrewup 
in the country and noticed that there was 
always one area of every farm which was 
different from all the rest. It was the se- 
cret, hidden place where they dumped the 
machinery that broke down. Know what 
1 mean? A farmer has a tractor which 
grinds to a halt and won't go but is too 
good to throw away, so he puts it In the 
backyard waiting for a day when he can 
tinker with it. That day never comes. In- 
stead, it is joined by a car, or a trailer, 
or an old caravan, which also will be 
mended one day. That day also never 
comes. Pretty soon there is one part of 
the farm which is looking like a rusty agri- 
cultural museum. That was the bit of 


the farm that always fascinated mel” 
When Otto Kerek started getting in- 
terested in buildings, he maintained his 
interest m the dark side. The kitchen and : 
refuse arrangements of great houses... the 
backstairs areas of palaces... the stage 
dear areas of theatres. .. even the forgotten 
parts of churches... 

“People think that chinches are too 
holy to have a backside. Not true. Go 
round the back of most churches and you 
find shabby garden sheds, strange store- 
houses, mysterious entrances to die vestry, 
even forgotten loos... I found one church 
the other day where the vicar had had a 
TV lounge built on the back Thrned out 
he had abit of a horse gambling problem, 
and used .to sneak down there to watch 
the horses he had backed run on TV,” 
Wasn’t that an expensive hobby? *" ; 
“Not realty. He made quite a lot of 
money out of iL Sheer hide. Or, as be 
claimed, divine intervention. God used to 
show him the winners.” 


■ So, how does he envisage.the backside 
of the Mrflenarum Dome? 

“VWL if s gping to be difficult, becanse 
the kind of backsides I like best are those 
that have grown accidentally, organical- 
tyr and obviousty if I design it from 
scratch h will be a designer backside. But 
what I am going to do is latch on to the 
habft which has grown bemendonsty in the 
1st ten years the habit which has tranc. 

fonned the image of the badtdoon in oth- 
er words, the habft of slipping om the back 

for a quick fag." 

TSrn mean. .. you’re going to design the 

back of the great Mitlexmhmi Dome as a 
pboe^ where people can have a quick crafty 
smoke? ■■■ 

“I most certainty am. Smoking will be 
forbidden inside the Dome itself, fo r gg 
■ die usual and boring reasons -health, safe- 
ty, etc-so the bock of the Dome wfll h- 

the onty place left for the nasty, normal 

side of life. Every large building you m 

part these days has a knot of gofltypeo. 


... i 7 XT. great io Duna on 

? en . tuT y Phenomenon and 
e the first designer smoking area. HI 
make it comfortable, FH make it smart, 
cigarette vending ma- 
cbmes, Hi have fresh coffee on tap and 
2? » “achmes playing dips from great 

Sms m which Bogan and Bacall are 
up c ®*re ttes - And 
S*" ‘ N ° n - s ™W°g 

theYStl* 6 ? h® a hu §e protest from all 

assr— « 


Deoole win t i ^ 

^ WEU take on rmyone. Remember 

y e ^ n S^ theirbadtdoors ^' 4 
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The impossible dream 
America without guns 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

JONESBORO WILL BE 
NO DUNBLANE 


FOR AN instsuit, when I heard the news from 
Jonesboro on Tuesday evening, I ha d a 
dream. In that nanosecond of hopeless 
optimism, I thought, this might be it. A tea- 
cher and four children dead, gunned down 
by their own. Finally, America would come 
to its senses and just as New Labour did last 
year after Dunblane, get rid of the gnn Then 
I woke up. 

How hard it is for us foreigners to under- 
stand America's relationship with the gun. 
I lived there For sis years, and I still don’t 
understand. It's not for want of trying. I can 
reel off the reasons for this deadliest ob- 
session: the country’s tradition of individual 
liberty and the right of self-defence, which 
a gun is supposed to personify; the endur- 
ing myth of the frontier and the WQd West 
{personified by cinema's ultimately pathet- 
ic figure, the cowboy without a gun); the sta- 
tus that guns confer especially on the young, 
and the fear bred by proliferation, the be- 
lief that the only protection from armed men 
is to carry arms oneself. 

I have thought long and hard about Amer- 
ica's culture of violence. I have counted the 
number of fatal shootings per hour of prime- 
time TV. I've talked to rednecks, militia lead- 
ers, Virginia gunshop owners and ice-eyed 
spokesmen of the National Rifle Association, 
the legendarily potent lobby group. I can re- 
cite by heart the infamous Second Amendment 
of 1791, which provides constitutional un- 
derpinning for the gun. “AweD-regulared Mili- 
tia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.” No matter that 
the militias referred to were intended to safe- 
guard the populace from King George’s red- 
coats and hostile Indian tribes, and that the 
amendment is as relevant to modem Am er- 
ica as the Corn Laws to modern Britain. Woe 
betide he who dares, suggests the US Consti- 
tution falls short of perfection. 

. you may revile the NRA. You may mock 
the fatuous cynicism of its most famous slo- 
gan, “Guns don’t kill people, people do”. On 
the basis of its foundation in 1871 by former 
Union officers to improve the poor marks- 
manship of their men during the Civil Wir, 
the NRA likes to talk of itself as the oldest . 
civil rights group in the world. For us, the 
assertion is akin to the Nazi parly claiming 
humanitarian breakthroughs in eugenics; to 
members of the organisation, it is a self-evi- 
dent truth. 

But while I understand, 1 do not under- 
stand. For all the compendious knowledge 
itemised above, I looked on disbelieving at 
the great debate that swirled In Virginia a few 
years back about the infringements of human 
liberty that would ensue 'Mien the state lim- 
ited handgun purchases to one per person per 


one such tragedy after another does not con- 
vince America that the carnage caused by 
firearms (40,000-odd deaths a year, half of 
them murders) far outweighs whatever h e^ gfit 
they might bring.' 

For the novdty of Jonesboro is not that 
it happened at a school, pupa-on-pupa, or that 
the gunmen in question were 33 and 33, or 
even the motive (the older boy seems to have 
been taldngiwa^ftjr being j2ted by his girl- 
friend). In Paducah, Kentucky three months 
ago, and Mississippi two months before that, 
teenage students shot dead their peers, one 
of them having shortly beforehand dis- 
patched bis mother. Jonesboro’s distin- 
guishing feature is that it happened in 
President Ointon's home state. How could 
this happen to us, a resident wondered, ‘These 
things are supposed to happen somewhere 
else”. Yes, somewhere else: Kke Paducah, or 
the humdrum Texas town of Kflfeen -where 
George Hennard walked in tn a diner one 
morning in 1991 and shot 23 people dead - 
or, for that matter, Dunblane. 

But just suppose my dream was true. Inu^- 
ine that the NRA lay down like a lamb. Imag- 
ine Congress meianwrpbosing into the House 

of Commons and h ann'mg all hanHgrinc L and 

thai the manufacturers who turn out two mil- 
lion weapons a year meekly dose down their 
businesses. It wouldn't make an iota of dif- 
ference. Quite simply, the number of guns in 
circulation has long since passed the point of 
no return. Imported weapons, legal and less 
legal, continue to pour into the US. Some- 
time soon, the handgun population (an esti- 
mated 222 millio n in 3992) of the US will 


The population of 
handguns will overtake 
the human one soon 


overtake the human one (265 million at the 
last count). Ban guns, offer a king's ransom 
for them, do what you like. Bought or bor- 
rowed, inherited or stolen, they will contin- 
ue to be available to all comers. 

And that is the argument the gun lobby 
so mischievously employs. Having watered 
down any proposals that do reach the floor 
of Congress, it then argues that the new law. 
will make scant difference - so why bother ? 
Thus ft was with the Brady BilLwbkfc imposed 
a five-day waiting period on tiie purchase of 
handguns. So it was with the ban on various 
assault weapons, which the House of Rep- 
resentatives voted to repeal just a week after 
Dunblane. But true gun-lovers even recruit- 
ed that massacre to their cause, as proof that 
even in. countries where guns were few and 
relatively hard to come by, these things still 
happen. Why penalise the “vast majority of 
responsible gun owners” for the lunacies of 
the few ? 

And so the cycle will be repeated. Hands 
win be wrung raw. There will be a heart- 
breaking funeral, innumerable vows of “never 
again” . President Clinton, who, let it.be said, 
has tried harder than most of his predeces- 
sors to slow the spread of firearms, has once 
more urged America to search its soul Em- 
inent men win wramiTia adolescent alienation 
and the defects of tire school system. The NRA - 
may lose some support But in a week, a 
month, a year, there will be another tragedy. 
The incomprehensible cuk of the gm win pre- 
vail. When America ends it will not be with 
a bang or a whimper, but a shoot-out 


Mix-ups: Princess Di marge, Mrs Bean, 
misquotations, and some curious DNA 


JOHN 

WALSH 




S IX MONTHS after the 
death of the Princess of 
Whies, her memory is be- 
ing cherished with margarine 
and - should Mr Peter Bot- 
tomley have his way-seat-belts. 
The former Transport minister 
has been saying he thinks that 
a new “Wear Your Seatbelt” 
cam p ai g n should feature his- 
tory’s most famous car-crash 
victim as a kind of awful warn-' 
ing; and his tactful suggestion co- 
incides with the arrival of the 
first tubs of Flora margarine 
bearing her signature (and sanc- 
tioned by the Princess’s Chari- 
table Trust, proceeds to God 
knows where) on the shelves of 
your local SavaCentre. 

What a charming dual ges- 
ture. Myself, I have no interest 
in margarine beyond knowing 
that the profits from its manu- 
facture helped to fund the pub- 
lication of Cyril Connolly’s 
literary magazine Horizon at tire 
start of the second World War. 
But I can’t imagine what the 
Princess would have made of 
this marketing thrust, and its 
implied connection between 
herself and a tub of centrifu- 
gally-spun designer grease. 
Were she in a position to care, 
I suppose she might feel thank- 
ful that at least her face hasn’t 
actually been sculpted in the 
stuff, and that it’s not a tube of 
some intimate groinal balm 
(“By^Rcyal-Appoinhnent Oint- 
ment”) on which her dainty sig- 
nature now appears. 

But the seatbelts issue does 
make yon cringe a bit. As with 
die famous Cretan holiday firm 
which briefly called Icarus (“A 
better way to go ...") it may 


Wingfed Icarus, the Patron Saint of Bad Ideas 


seem logical but it gives the 
wrong signals. Saying, in effect, 
“Wear Your Seat-Belt - Prin- 
cess Di Didn't!” doesn't carry 
much suggestion of caring and 
tenderness. And judging by 
the reaction to Mr Bottom! ey’s 
plan, people don't want to 
think the cause of Diana's 
death was something as prosaic 
as seatbelt mis-m anagemenu 
Conspiracy, murder, happen- 
stance, Middle East hitmen, 
Sandringham guerrillas, divine 
intervention, alien assault but 
please not because a few feet of 
restraining harness were un- 
deployed. 

If Mr Bottomley prevails, 
however, after the Princess Di 
Seatbelt Campaign is launched 
we must expect a slew of fur- 
ther bad-taste initiatives: the 
Sonny Bono Skiing Holiday, the 
VjvStanshall Smoke Alarm, the 
Isadora Duncan Headscarf 
Campaign, the James Dean 
Memorial Airbag, the Stephen 
Milligan Eat More Fruit Cam- 
paign, the Michael Hutchence 
Adoption Agency ... 

C hris Smith, our delight- 
ful Heritage Secretary, 
was on Radio Four’s 
Today programme talking 
about what a good year it’s been 
for British movies. "Ah yes,” he 
told John Humpbiys, “what 
with The Full Monty, Shooting 
Fish, Wings of the Dove, Mrs 
Bean ...” . 

Mrs Bam, eh? You must 
have seen iL The touching 
story of a love affair that 
crossed boundaries of class, 
taste and protocol, in which 
Queen Victoria thaws from 


frozen widowhood to a newly 
vivid appreciation of life be- 
cause of the attentions of a rub- 
ber-faced twit in a cheap suit 
who absent-mindedly runs an 
electric razor over his tongue in 
the morning, twists his face into 
hideous gumings and dips lit- 
tle wooden twigs into bowls of 
Marmite lo make cheap and 
tasty snacks for bis guests. Star- 
ring Dame Judi Dench and 
Rowan Atkinson, it's another 
triumph of understated British 
comedy and Mr Smith is right 
to be proud of it. Next month. 
The Full Mrs Dalloway ... 

T hat ceaselessly inventive 
novelist Jim Grace, au- 
thor of Quarantine, is 
up to his old tricks again, I hear. 
A couple of weeks ago, the 
Daily Express rang to ask if he’d 
like to contribute to their Sat- 
urday “Bookshop” slot, in 
which a celebrated author is 
given a measly £30 and told to 
go mad, blow it aD on books and 
explain the reason for their 
choice. Mr Crace faxed over 400 
words praising the talents of 
Ellis Wi award and Prof 
Michael Soule and their semi- 
nal work The Limits of Mortal- 
ity, which, Grace explains, “puts 
notions of Heaven, Eternity and 
Judgement Day from all world 
cultures under scientific, un- 
blinking scrutiny”. Although 
the authors themselves, he fur- 
ther explains, quarrelled so 
badly over the question of 
whether the word “god” should 
have a capital G (hat they came 
to blows. Readers of Quaran- 
tine will rememher that a short 
extract from Wimvard and 


From little splinters can grow tomorrow’s terrorism 



DAVID 

McKITTRICK 
ON THE FUTURE 
OF THE IRA 


SECURITY people in Northern 
Ireland have always been divided on 
the question of the desirability of splits 
in the ERA. Some have believed that 
such schisms are a good idea which 
should surreptitiously be encouraged 
to the fufl. 

Others in the security field, wfto 
these days are in the ascendancy, re- 
gard splits as messy, dangerous and 
most likely to produce continuing vi- 
olence. They do not believe the pre- 
sent ERA ceasefire win last for ever, 
but their view is that, whether in war 
or at peace, it is preferable for the ter- 
rorist organisation to stick, together. 

These analysts are now watching 
anxiously as two republican break- 
away groups have grown steadily in 
manp ower and technology. They al- 
ready appear to have attained the ca- 
pacity to undermine and disrupt the 
peace process at this most sensitive 
of times. 


small amounts of deadly Semtex plas- 
tic explosives, on which the IRA was 
thought to have a monopoly, have 
' turned tip in non-ERA devices. 

The signs are that, despite Union- 
ist claims to the contrary, any such co- 
operation is not officially sanctioned 
by the IRA’s leadership. But the state 
of opinion within the IRA itself looks 
distinctly febrile: Sinn Fein seems 
anxious to be at the table, but the IRA 
certainly killed two men in Belfast 
earlier this year, resulting in the 
temporary suspension of Sinn Fein 
from the talks. IRA members also 
killed a third man in February, though 
the authorities say they have been un- 
able to establish whether this had been 


anywhere.” Another source said: 
“They are serious people who have 
made a significant contribution. They 
have been around the struggle for a 
long, long time, but they were people 
who haven't been active for a long 
time” 

Given subsequent developments, 
the mainstream IRA may well have 
underestimated the renegades’ capa- 
city for growth. The new group cer- 
tainly seems to be malting good use of 
the experience picked up by two of the 
original dissidents when they held key 
IRA positions. One, as a former 
quartermaster-general, was in charge 
of the IRA!s armoury and would thus 
know where a great deal of itsweapon- 


* 


will develop from splinters into full- 
scale splits. The new, and as yet un- 
named, group which has just emerged 
as a significant threat has so far car- 
ried oat less than half-a-dozen attacks, 
but intelligence sources say it has de- 
veloped rapidly in its short lifetime and 
is showing dangerous potential 
That much is known, but in the hazy 
republican underwork! much else is un- 
dear. It ft not knew® whether die new 

grouping is cooperating with the 
“Continuity Army Council”, the pre- 
vious breakaway group which dates 
bads to 1986 and which has- recently 
min ed a number of town centres with 
large car-bombs. It is also imdear 
whether the new group is receiving un- 
official support from individual IRA 
members who are still attached to the 
mains tream terrorist group. Some 


Even a /ear ago it would have been hard to 
believe that such new groups could have 
emerged so quick!/ and proved so dangerous 


authorised by the IRA leadership. 
There are therefore many uncertain- 
ties as the talks approach their 9 April 
deadline. 

The genesis of the new group lies 
in an important IRA meeting which 
took place last November. This 
brought to a head the opposition to the 
peace process as mapped out by Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams and his 
supporters. A number of traditional- 
ists forced a vote, were heavily de- 
feated, and subsequently walked away 
from tiie organisation. 

Sources dose to the IRA wth» dis- 
missive: “They put their case audit was 
overwhelmingly rejected,” one said at 
the time. “They didn’t get any support, 


ry was concealed. Another, an im- 
• portent figure in the ^engineering 
department”, is skilled in the design 
and construction of the IRA’s assort- 
ment of home-made but deadly 
weapons. He may have made the 
mortars that were fired at RirkhiZl 
RUC station on Thesday night. 

No reliable estimates are available 
of how many may have joined the new 
grouping. As yet it is dearly minuscule 
compared with the IRA itself but with 
IRA technology at its disposal even a 
small number of activists can cause 
considerable damage and disruption. 

It is no accident that both the CAC 
and the new group are predominant- 
ly based south of the border in the Irish 


Republic In the north, the Adams 
leadership had brought most repub- 
licans along with it, and, indeed, 
carved out new areas of support with 
its brand of pragmatic modernisation. 
Its vote is at an all-time higb. 

The south, however, has a number 
of pockets of more traditionalist re- 
publicans who have suspicions and 
reservations about the peace process, 
and it is here that the splinters have 
picked up support. 

This has been curiously mirrored 
on the loyalist side, where it has 
emerged that the fierce new Loyalist 
Volunteer Force, which is less than a 
year old, has picked up members 
from the existing and less active 
Protestant paramilitary groups. It. 
too, will be intent on using force to 
knock the talks off course. 

Even a year ago it would have been 
bard lo believe that such new groups 
could have emerged so quickly and 
proved themselves so dangerous. The 
lesson seems to be that Northern Ire- 
land has a ready pool of mfliiancy per- 
manently on tap, always available to 
step in if established groupings show 
the slightest signs of going soft. 

The prevailing security-force view 
on the desirability of splits was spelt 
out some years ago by RUC Chief 
Constable Ronnie Flanagan, when 
he said; "If we are going to have a 
peace delivered, then we can't hove 
people fragmenting all over the place 
and engaging unilaterany in violence.” 

If the militant new groups contin- 
ue to develop, he and everyone else 
in Northern Ireland will have to face 
a hard fact' that even if Lhe talks suc- 
ceed. a process of paramilitary disin- 
tegration and proliferation could mean 
that hardliners will have the capacity 
to stop peace coming about. 


Getty Images 

Soule's important eschatolog- 
ical study forms the epigraph lo 
that novel. Mr Croce's other 
choices sound equally attractive 
- The Poetry of Ahniham How- 
per. "one of literature's first 
cocaine addicts as well us u 
pioneer conservationist and 
ecologist”, and the new Penguin 
edition of the Histories of Py- 
clctius, the second-century fan- 
tasist who reported baek from 
exotic bits of the Mediter- 
ranean, and whose discoveries 
provide the gorgeous epigraph 
(translated by the crusty Ed- 
wardian explorer Sir Ham 1 
Penn Butler) to Crace 's first 
novel Coniinem. 

The books people at the 
Express read this trio of rec- 
ommended titles, blinked, won- 
dered why they'd never heard 
of any of them and wondered 
also bow dose it was lo April 
Fool's Day. Because Cracc's 
contribution was, of course, a 
farrago of inventions from start 
to finish- But stand by fora new 
Crace novel in which Prof Win- 
ward, Howper. Pycle Lius and Sir 
Harry form a dose-harmony 
singing troupe. 

S trange news comes in 
from Oxford University, 
more precisely from the 
Institute of Molecular Medi- 
cine, where a team of geneticists 
has been exploring (he kind of 
people Europeans spring from. 
After taking blood samples 
from 6,000 people, they com- 
pared the DNA strand with that 


taken from the remains of 
Stone Age people (don't ask 
me) and found disturbing sim- 
ilarities. Not only did the 6,000 
guinea pigs turn out to be 
genetically similar, they all 
seemed to he descended from 
the same people — the race or 
Britons that stalked the valleys 
left by glaciers after ihe Ice Age, 
8.000 years BC. 

Imagine. We’re all just 
British, after all. Jn biological 
terms, we’re all as British as 
Betty Boolhroyd. All of uk 
Liverpool dockers weeping 
over pints of stout, the Duchess 
of Kent, pink-necked Glouces- 
tershire public schoolboys, 
horny-handed Poplar coster- 
mongers, exquisitely Frenchi- 
fied "hairdressers in Jermyn 
Street, whiskery’ high -court 
judges, low-rent horizonlales 
in Shepherd Market - we’re all 
just as British as each other. 

This is a ghastly revelation. 
I have spent 40-odd years be- 
lieving that my lrixh-Cclitc an- 
cestry rendered my genes a sight 
more thrilling, more sexy, more 
dashingly romantic, more 

charging-into-baltle-wi th-noth- 
ing-on-and- looking-1 ike -Me l- 
Gibson heroic than (lie gang of 
stodgy burghers and duplicitous 
nancy-boys that make up the 
Anglo-Saxon race. 

As for the effete Normans, 
the ludicrously melodramatic 
Norsemen, the boringly fascist 
Saxons, lhe unspeakable Goths 
... Well, can you wonder that 
we Cells congratulated each 
other on being blue-eyed, 
charming and dynamite in the 
sack? And now you discover 
that, no foreign influences, like 
invasions, migrations and sim- 
ple maraudings, managed to 
make a dent in the British ur- 
gent that started us all. 

But wait a minute. Look 
more closely and you find that 
the research has been done on 
genes inherited direct from the 
maternal line, not the father's. 
They’ve yet to start on the Y- 
chromosome (ie bloke) stuff. 
But surely it’s absurd to expect 
the DNA of Stone Age females 
to be subject to racial change 
or to be altered much through 
generations. It was the men, 
after all, not the womenfolk, 
who did the racial marauding, 
the invading, migrating, rape 
and pillage. So, until the results 
of the male DNA come in. I'll 
stick with my Celtic-hillsidc 
fantasies. 
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Kenneth Monkman 


“NOTHING odd will do long. 
Tristram Shandy did not Iasi." 
said Dr Johnson. Byron. Rich- 
ardson. Goldsmith, Smollett 
and Horace Walpole were 
equally critical. But Garrick 
early recognised Sterne’s genius. 
So did Bishop Warbuflon, a sev- 
erer critic than Johnson. Old 
Lord Bathurst. Pope’s patron, 
paid him compliments, as did 
Lords Rockingham and Spen- 
cer. He was illustrated by Hog- 
arth. painted for the Due 
d’Orleans. imitated by Diderot 
and adored by Wilkes and 
Charles James Fox. He was to 
he Burns’s "bosom companion", 
as to many others since. 

No one has ever been able 
to explain the inextinguishable 
attraction of Laurence Sterne, 
a delight that transcends rime 
and geography. Kenneth Monk- 
man did not try: seeing no need 
to justify his hero, he took all 
this for granted: the ups. the 
downs, the faults, the genius, 
were all pan of that unique 
Shnndyism. And Shandy Hall - 
“shandy” is Yorkshire for 
crooked - was the name Stemc 
gave to his Yorkshire home, the 
house to which Monkman de- 
voted half a lifetime of love and 
restoration. 

H all started m 1%3 when he 
visited Shandy Hall at Cox- 
wold and saw’ what perilous 
state it was in. A medieval 
house with a chimney that de- 
fied the (aw of gravity, it stiO pre- 
served the elegant veneer - a 
Georgian facade to the garden 
outside, some nice painted pan- 
elling and one of young Mr 
Adam’s cast-iron grates within 
- that Sterne bad given it. But 
only just - it seemed about to 
tumble down any minute. 

Over the next four years 
the Laurence Sterne Trust was 
formed, with John Oates, in- 
cunabulist and Stemean. and 
William Rees-Mogg, city editor 
of the Sunday Times , as trustees. 
Captain WombweJl, who owned 
Shandy Hall, set the seal on it 
bv making the property over to 
the trust on condition that it 
raised the funds necessary to re- 
pair it J.B. Priestley wrote a 
foreword to the appeal and 
money began to come in. 

Help came from an unex- 


pected, if characteristic, quar- 
ter. Laurence Sterne rose from 
the dead. That is, the graveyard 
in Archery Fields in which he 
was buried, by Hyde Park in 
London, was evacuated by the 
Church Commissioners, and a 
skull -alas, poor Yorick-found, 
which (carefully measured by 
Monkman) proved to corre- 
spond, in its unusual length 
and narrowness, with the 
sculpted head by NoDekens. It 
was re- interred, with due cere- 
mony, in the churchyard at 
Coxwold, and Mon kman was 
photographed, beside the 
transplanted tombstone, in all 
the papers. 

Rescuing Shandy became a 
national cause, and by 1972, in 
record time, the house itself was 
safe. One fine day in April that 
year, Frank Muir made one 
of his inimitable speeches to 
declare it officially open. 

But that was only the be- 
ginning, as far as Monkman was 
concerned, and here we must 
take a turn, like Corporal Trim’s 
stick, and go backwards. He was 
born in Carlisle, where his strict 
Methodist fafoerwas a banking 
inspector, and there found his 
first schooling. The path then 
takes another turn, for while 
his father was posted back to 
Harrogate, he went to Rydal 
School in Wales. That, howev- 
er, led to Leeds University, 
where, improbably, he read 
Chemistry. 

Due to illness he never took 
his degree, but turned to jour- 
nalism and the Yorkshire Evening 
News. This brought him into 
congenial, rather Bohemian, 
company, and in particular to 
friendship with Francis Butter- 
field, a painter of real talent (too 
little recognised today). And be, 
in turn, introduced Monkman 
to Tristram Shandy. It was a gift 
that matured slowly, to be re- 
paid only recently in a moving 
memoir of Butterfield. This re- 
called, too, the days of good 
Yorkshire beer and last trams 
home, of ait, theatre and letters 
- abruptly ended when Monk- 
mao ventured a disrespectful 
piece in the paper on the twelfth 
of August and the ritual carnage 
of grouse. The proprietor had 
other views on the subject, and 


M onkman found himself on 
the road to London. 

J. Whiter Thompson was his 
first port of call, but in 1940 he 
joined the BBC News Depart- 
ment as a waiptwriter on Radio 
Newsreel , essential listening in 
wartime Britain, and the lifeline 
to truth heard in a whisper un- 
der the pillow in occupied Eu- 
rope. The BBC was to be 
Monkman’s career, producing 
and writing scripts, for 30 years, 
but his heart lay elsewhere. 
The seed sown by Butterfield 
began to germinate. He read 
the rest of Sterne, and then all 
the books about Sterne. That 
led to the books that Sterne bad 
read, and that to the places 
where such books might be 
found. 

Chief among these was the 
bookshop, not far from where 
he lived in South Kensington, 
of Peter Murray HiU, the 
D'Artagnan of booksellers in 
the grey post-war years. There 
he found others, Eric Bligb 
and Arnold Muirhead, who 
knew the byways of 18th-century 
literature too. He began to col- 
lect all the bods he needed, and 
newspapers, too, in which 
Sterne’s first writings appeared 
and the events of bis Yorkshire 
youth were recorded. Prints 
and pictures followed, with oth- 
er things that Sterne mentioned 
or might have bad. The coflec- 
tion grew and outgrew the 
house in OareviUe Grove. 

But by now Monkman had 
seen his virion, of a Shandy re- 
stored and filled with what 
Sterne would have bad around 
him. Briefly married after the 
war, in 1956 he met and in 1959 
married Julia Bearder, and it 
was with her that in 1970 he 
moved into Shandy Hall, still in 
the throes of restoration. To- 
gether, over the last 30 years, 
they made the vision reality. 
Windfalls came theirway: a me- 
dieval wall-painting found be- 
neath Sterne’s panelling; the 
French porcelain cow that 
Sterne bad bought on his own 
"sentimental journey”, re- 
trieved from the neighbouring 
farmhouse to which it had 
drifted, through the generosity 
of its American finder, the 
Noliekens bust itself 



Cardinal 
Antonio Ribeiro 


Sentimental journey: Monkman inspecting Laurence Sterne's gravestone m 1969 


They survived disasters, 
when wind or weather threat- 
ened to undo their work. Visi- 
tors came in increasing numbers 
to foe house, and even more to 
the garden that Julia, a gardener 
of genius, made round the 
house, and then extended to 
the quarry beyond. It became 
the most beautiful of such lit- 
erary places of pDgrimage, vis- 
itors coming from all over the 
world. 

Monkman was the genius 
loci , gently conveying his own 
enthusiasm to them afl. Always 
elegantly dressed, with specta- 
cles that might have belonged 
to Sterne’s friend and por- 
traitist Joshua Reynolds, he 


seemed to epitomise his 
subject The digest of his learn- 
ing began to appear, too, in ar- 
ticles on the complex genesis of 
Tristram Shandy and other 
Stemeana. The Sharuiean, an 
annual journal founded by 
friends and fellow a dmir ers of 
his hero, wa& never without a 
major contribution from him. 
He was still at work on his edi- 
tion of Sterne’s sermons, the 
least-read but to him most 
deeply characteristic of all his 
writings, till shortly before he 
died. He is to be buried at the 
foot of Sterne’s grave. 

The Laurence Sterne Thist 
will perpetuate his work, in 
conjunction with the Centre 


for Eighteenth Century Studies 
that York University has imag- 
inatively created with this in 
mind. The vision will not be 
lost: “By all that is good and 
virtuous, if there are three 
drops of oil to be got; and a 
hammer to be found within 
ten miles of Shandy Hall - the 
parlour hinge shall be mended 
this reign.” 

Nicolas Barker 

Kenneth MacKay Moriarian, pro- 
ducer and scriptwriter: bom Carlisle 
17 April 198; married 1946 Vito Dun- 
con (one son; marriage dissolved % 
1959 JuSa Boarder (two sons): (Red 
NorthaSerton, North Yorkshire 22 
March 1998. 


ANTONIO RIBEIRO was for 
mnni than a quarter of a cen- 
tury Patriarch of Lisbon and 
head of the Roman Catholic 
Church in FortugaL 

He led the Church through 
turbulent political times, taking 
over soon after the death of the 
dictator Antonio Salazar, and 
not tong before the revolution 

of 1974 overthrew the old order 

and brought Portugal close to 
becoming a Communist-run 
state, before moving bade, to- 
wards a Western-style democ- 
racy. Ribeiro also had the 
difficult task of adapting the 
Church to a changing society af- 
ter the Second ‘Vatican CounciL 

Bom to a poor family in a 
small village near the north- 
eastern city of Braga, he was an 
Only child whose father, Jose, 
died when he was young. He 
was sent to~ seminary in Braga 
when he was 10 and stayed un- 
to he left as a priest aged 25. He 
took a doctorate in theology at 
the Gregorian University .in 
Rome in 1959 and travelled 
widely through Europe before 
returning to Portugal. 

He began a succession of 
teaching jobs in Catholic insti- 
tutions and published several 
books on theology and the 
Church’s social teaching. He be- 
came active in movements that 
sought to adapt the Church to 
modem times after the Second 
Vatican Council. He became a 
public figure through his week- 
ly religious television pro- 
grammes between 1959 and 
1967, when he was appointed 
assistant bishop of Briaga. 

In 1969 he was transferred 
to Lisbon as assistant bishop to 
the then Patriarch, Cardinal 
GoocahwsCerejeira. Many felt 
that Cerejeira - who had held 
the office for four decades- was 
too close to the Salazar regime. 
Ribeiro’s relations with the gov- 
ernment were at times tense. 
When he took over the office 
of patriarch on Cerejeira’s res- 
ignation in 1971, the change of 
style was mnnediaiety apparent 
In foe March 1973 consistory 
Pope Paul VI made Ribeiro a 
cardinal at the age of only 44, 

I the youngest of the cardinals. 


After the 1974 revolution, 
sparked by a military revolt, 
Ribeiro shared the concents of 
many that the Communists 
were becoming too powerful, 
but his moderate, discreet ap- 
proach won hfru broad respect 
As democracy took root in Por- 
tugal once again Ribeiro large- 
ly stayed out of the political 
arena. He felt that, while the 
Giurch should make its position 
clear, it should not dictate to 
elected politicians what they 4 
should or should not do. It was 
only on such issues as abortion 
that he spoke out, calling on 
Catholics not to vote for parties 
that supported it 

Already suffering from can- 
cer and in foiling health, Ribeiro 
asked Rape John Raul II in 1996 
to relieve him of his duties, but 
the pontiff turned down his re- 
quest. However, be (fid grant him 
an assistant, Jose da Cruz Poli- 
carpo, who is widely expected 
to replace him as Cardinal. 

Ribeiro’s background - a pi- 
ous village upbringing followed 
by years in Catholic education, 

- left him a little detached £ 
from the rest of Portuguese so- * 
defy. He was dose to hts moth- 
er and spent much time whh her 
in the village. But tbose who got 
to know him found him friend- 
ly and approachable. He was 
able to reach a good rapport 
with the ordinary clergy. 

Ribeiro saw his task as mod- 
ernising the Catholic Church in 
Portugal, concentrating on the 
education of the clergy and 
laity, evangelisation and the in- 
volvement of laity in this work, 
but did not follow through re- 
form. Highly cultured and ar- 
ticulate, he was too distant and 
private a man to tackle the 
problems faring the Church in 
a traditionally Catholic nation as 
it underwent vast political, 0- 
social and religious change. 

Felix Corley 

Antonio Ribeiro, priest: bom Gan- 
dareJa de Basra, Portugal 21 May 
1928; ordained priest 1953, Assistant 
Bishop of Braga 1967-69; Assistant 
Bishop of Lisbon 1969 71; Patriarch 
of Lisbon 1971-98; named a Cardi- 
nal 1973; died Lisbon 24 March 1998. 



Alan Bold 


Hb own mwu Bold, with self-portrait, at an exhibition of 
h iv paintings in Edinburgh, 1994 Photograph: Chris Vto 


AS a tireless man of letters, 
Alan Bold's contribution to 
Scottish literature is as exten- 
sive as it was relentlessly pur- 
sued. That he should have died 
at the age of 54 amounts to the 
tragic curtailment of a career 
which promised more, much 
more, for example bis appar- 
ently unfinished biography of 
Robort Burns. 

Although noted as a prolif- 
ic poet, the author of at least 
one novel, and a collection of 
short stories, Bold was a mav- 
erick if also gifted critic, re- 
viewer and anthologist His 
literary hero was Christopher 
Murray Grieve, better known as 
Hugh MacDiwmid, whose Se- 
lected Letters Bold edited (in 
19S4), as well as writing a crit- 
ical study, MacDiarmid die ter- 
rible crystal (1983), following this 
scholarly labour in 1988 with a 
biography, MacDiarmid , winch 
won him the McVitie Prize as 
Scottish Writer of the Year. 


Having first met MacDiiar- 
mid in 1962, he found his hero 
a w illing friend and supporter. 
Indeed, MacDiarmid provided 
a foreword to Bald’s first col- 
lection, Society Inebrious (1965), 
which appeared while he was 
still a student at Edinburgh 
University, where he was asso- 
ciated with a remark able gen- 
eration of painters which 
included his friends John Bel- 
lamy and Alexander Moffat It 
could have been the propulsion 
of this acknowledgement by 
the most conspicuous figure in 
modern Scottish letters that 
generated the extreme odd- 
ness of Bold's reputation in 
Scotland. In one of his poems 
he called Scotland “the land of 
the omnipotent No”, and as for 
many Scottish artists his strug- 
gle with “the matter of Scot- 
land” was arduous and uneasy. 
But it also happened. 

Tb be in Bold’s company was 
to know that you were in the 


presence of a mind, of someone 
who was making an effort and 
with a capacity for infinite tofl. 
Indeed, in keeping with the 
teachings of his master, he was 
perhaps closer to being a 
European intellectual than a 
purely local product i nfatua t ed 
with native things. There 
was a robust and enlivening 
seriousness to him. 

It is sad to say, but Bold’s 
reputation was vulnerable in a 
Scottish literary scene famous, 
or notorious; for wbafs been de- 
scribed as ‘‘bads-scratchmg with 
a dirk”. Personally, I enjoyed his 
company, but many others 
found him intimidating. In con- 
versation lie could be tiresome 
on such subjects as football 
and Elvis Presley. When he 
engaged you with Burns’s po- 
etry, though, or MacDiannid’s, 
he was spellbinding. His erudi- 
tion on these and many other 
matters of literary interest was 
passionate, astounding, and tru- 


ly mesmerising. He wrote well 
- on Thera Gunn and Tbd Hugh- 
es. Muriel Spark, the Scottish 
ballads, George Mackay Brown, 
war poetry, John Le Carre, 
and a host of other subjects, 
including the fine arts. 

For years he contributed 
book reviews to the Glasgow 
Herald, with style, acumen, and 
insight. As a literary journalist, 
he was one of Scotland’s best, 
but didn’t get the credit for iL 
I admired him enormously for 
the diligence with which he got 
bis work done and earned a liv- 
ing by bis pen. True, though, be 
could be a “difficult” man, and 
he seemed to like it that way. But 
there was a teddy-bear ride to 
hhn as weEL Generous, whole- 
hearted, as be undoubtedly 
was, beseemed to open up but 
seldom, as if- like many writ- 
ers - he was too engaged with 
his own privacy and solitude to 
allow you to get to know him 
better. He was out of step with 


literary and other values of 
younger writers tackling Mac- 
Diannid. Tbput it mildly, he was 
in two minds (at least) when it 
came to the work of recent 
writers associated with Glasgow. 

Although I disagreed with 
him (to an extent) 1 found his 
views refreshingly free of cant 
and humbug. He was his own 
man, a writer of absolutely in- 
dependent mind, a quality of be- 
ing which be may well have 
learnt from MacDiarmid. For 
example, although an Edin- 
burgh man, he chose to live at 
Balbimie in the Fife country- 
ride, It is tempting to see Bold’s 
Balbimie as the equivalent of 
MacDiarmid’s Biggar. 

From time to rim e I would 
see him on that patient, pru- 
dential ScotRail “Sprinter” 
which wends stopping^ from 
Dundee to Edinburgh. He'd be 
off for a dutiful stint in the Na- 
tional Library, after, that is, we’d 
sunk a few in one of the pubs 


he favoured as being a literati- 
free zone. No sooner, though, 
than you get used to the 
longevity of recent Scottish po- 
ets - octogenarians, spry, and 
they didn't even bother to 
look after themselves - than 
something like this happens. 

Bold’s poetry is inconsis- 
tent It ranges from the dulL 
through die ra different, to the 
very good. There’s a lot of it But 
as a poet-critic he was produc- 
tive, reliable, fast, poised, and 
invaluable. A new selection of 
his poems is now necessary, and^y 
there may be no one better*' 
placed to edit it than his daugh- 
ter, Valentina, one of the bright- 
est of the younger Scottish 
scholars and critics. 

Douglas Dunn 

Nan Norman Bald, poet, wrtoeir’ato- 
* and artist bom Edinburgh 20 Apri 
1943; married 1963 Afire Howell 
(one daughter); died Kirkcaldy, Fife 
19 March 1998. 
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Lectures 

National GoBery: Culin Wiggins, 
'Mruhers j4|: AnmuKulions", I pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museums Lin- 
da Wwlk) . “TYvad Softly: shot* 
from ihe L-oUcciians at the YV£A". 
’.Wpm. 

Tate Gaflary: Riroau Dobrncn, 
“Rebels with a Different Cause: Ex- 

prosit misra versus Impressionism", 

1pm. 

National ftort^ Ga fleryJarobSh 

raon. “The Art ofthe Picture Frame 
Ml: the Doth ceniuiv", LlOpm. 
Gresham College (Barnard's Inn 
Hall. London EC!): The Right Rev 
Rit hard Ho downs - . ‘The Reproduc- 
tive Supvnnaikei", 5.30pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Th*&A#<rf Yorkfnrv j Juodi (■« ihrMaKnc 
r«m.i£a Moirdn « HmSunfham PaUcc, Mnn 
trmlee. the PwVv nl E<bohonb'> 
S*,itL j Juan Si lama'* fttaeg. Th« 
Mmm Royal, Itoulon. Sac BicUriacn FlnL 
jUk-niK itea L'lvodl Mcrua a M Snub Lan- 
hlfc RcW. iMA-a SWS. TV (Mm a f Ktnt 
■TsuHkIUa taadfic IXwfcnamt Brandi 
l-l^aara btHnui Ok MnrSttB CcOefc, 
IkauULliupliiit 

Changing of tha Guard 
Tt* llmtoW Okraln VWhkJ Rndneac 
■Mina ax Oioa-iUfct^srtuMonaCWfc. 
1 fmn. Iti Rankin Webb Qtnnk nuonb the 
thfta >OuarJ.Maiabbnbnii fafarau II JOml 
pf’V'JN IV ibe C*a*JTWi C«nb. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Amess MP, 46; Mr Alan 
Adcin, actor, 64; Mr Graham Bartow, 
cricketer, 48; Mr Pierre Boulez, con* 
doctor and composer. 73; Mr James 
Caan, actor, 5V; Miss Kyung-wha 
Chun*. Korean concert violinist. 5G; 
Lord Graham oF Edmonton, former 
MP. 73: Mr wmiam Hague MP.37; 
Miss Jean Graham Hah, farmer cir- 
cuit judge, 81; Baroness dayman. 

Minister tor Roads. 4% Lord Hoo- 
wn QC. 73; Air Marshal Sir Peter 
Hanley, chairman. Osprey Avia- 
tion, 77; Miss Elizabeth Jane 

Howard, novelist, 75; The Right 
Rev Witfeim Iotf, mihsp ofThiro, 58; 

[ Sir George Jefferson, former chair- 
man. Vidcotron Corp. 77; Sir 
Bernard Katz, Nbbei prizewinner and 
biophysicist, 87; Vice-Admiral Sir Ian 
McGcoch. 84; Sir Leslie Melville, 

economist. 96; Mr Leonard Nimqy, 
television actor, 67; Mr Geoffrey 
Paul, consultant, Sternberg Fonn- 

Horticulture F^caS'foicmatira- 
aL64; Mr David QuQter, former vice 
Lcud-Lifiuieaant of Somerset, 77; Mr 
Harry Rahinowiiz, conductor and 
composer, 82; Miss Diana Ross, 
singer. 54; VfceAdmind Sir Jonathan 
Tod. fanner Deputy Commander. 
Fleet. 59; Mr Amftfcc Hirow QC 
former MEP, 69; Mr Calm Webb, 
fanner general manager. Press 
Association, 59. 


Anniversaries 

KSESt Births: Konrad von Gesner, pixys- 
motium cist and naturalist, 1516; Jean 
Resurntpaiflim. 1692; waiiam Wat 
lasnm, phEospber, 1659; Jenny Mcj^ 

er, singer and teacher, IS34; William 
topmu Edward Hartpole Lecfcy, historian, 
■•domN. 1838: George Smith, Assyriologm, 
1840; Harty Funiiss. caricaturist and 
illustrator, 1854; Alfred Edward 


Housman, poet, 1859; Fuad L Eng 
of Egypt, 1868; Sir Gerald Hubert 
Edward Busson du Manner, actor- 
m ana g er. 187% Robert Lee Host, 
poet, 1874; WQhetm Bacfchans. pi- 1 
WBSl. 18S4; “Chico" Leonard Mane, 
comedian, 1887; Richard Thomas , 
Church, poet and novelist, 1893; 1 
Pahniro TogKani, Co m mu ni st, 1893; 
Jean Epstrin. fihn director, IS97jTfcn- | 
oessee Will iams (Thomas Lanier 
WillumsL playwright, 1911. ftwtlir 
Sir Thomas Elyot, diplomat, 1546; 
John Winthrop, first governor of 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. 1649; Str 
John Vanbrugh, playwright and ar- 
chitect. 1726; Jbhn VI, King of Por- 
tugal. 1826; Ludwig van Beethoven, 
composer, 1827; Augustus Leopold 
Egg. pointer. 186$ Thaos Hancock, 
inventor, 1865; Will Whitman, poet 
and essayia. 1892; Cedi John 
Rhodes, financier and statesman, 
1902; Sarah Bernhardt (Rorine 
Bernard), access. 1923; Tauothy 
Michael Heaiy, statesman, 1931; 
DmklLk^Geoq^BraEariUcyd- 
Gcorgc of Dvyfbr. statesman, 1945; 
Max Ophuls (Maximilian Oppeo- 
hehner), flhn director. 1957; Ray- 
mood Thornton Chandler, novelist 
and scriptwriter, 1959; Sir NoEl 
Peirce Coward, playwright. 1973; 
Josef Albers, painter, 1976; Lin Yu- 
can^ writer in Chinese And English, 
1976; Anthony Frederick Bhmt, art 
espma«ltnins;l983.0ntM>(ta7: 
the Royal Agncnharal Sodetywas in- 
corporated. 1840; the Paris Com- 
mime was established. 1871; the 
fust cremation in England took 
place *t WripB, 1886; driving tests 
were introduced in Britain. 1934; 
women were aBqmd on the floor of 
the London Stock Exchange for the 
first time, 1973. Today is the Feast 
Day ofSt Basil the Mwingcr, St Bran- . 

So, St CastnhB of Rome, St FWht of 

TWer, St Lodger and St Macartan. 


LAW REPORT: 26 march 1998 


Paedophiles should have been given information 


Rogtonv Chief Constable of 
the North Whies Police and 
others, ex parte AB and CD; 
Court of Appeal (Lord WboK 
Master of the Rofls. Lord Justice 
Schfemann and Lord Justice Robert 
WWfasr) Id March 1998 

ALTHOUGH the police 

should have disclosed to re- 
cently released sex offenders 
the gist of a police report 
w hich had formed part of their 
conaderation ofthe risk posed 
by the offenders to the public, 
the opportunity to comment 
on the report would not have 
altered the decision of foe po- 
lice to reveal the offenders’ 
identity. 

Ibe Court of Appeal upheld 
foe decision of foe Divisional 
Court (Law Report, 16 July 
1997) dismissing applications 
for judicial review of the ded- 
sion of the North Wiles Police 
to reveal foe identity of two 
former sex offenders. 

The appellants, who were 
husband and wife, had been re- 
leased after serving sentences ‘ 


of 1 1 years’ imprisonment for 
serious sexual offences against 
diiidrere Asa resutt of adverse 
publicity in local newspapers, 
they had had to move several 
times, and had eventually 
boughta caravan and moved to 
a she near Wrexham. 

The local police had re- 
ceived a copy of a Northumbria 
police report, which recorded 
probation service views thatthe 
appellants were 
olremefr dangerous people who will 
pose a considerable risk to cMdreft 
and vulnerable adults in the ttxn- 
nmnity in which they settle and .. . 
wiB target and procure such people 
for sexual abuse. 

The report suggested they had 
resisted all forms of therapy 
intervention. 

After a meeting of the local 
police child protection team, at 
which it had been pointed.out 
that the statement in the report 
that foe appellants had re- 
ft^foera^wusinroiTfict,it - 
had nevertheless been decided 
that attempts should be made 
to encourage foe appellants to 
move from the caravan, ale, 


where many children would 
be staying over foe Easter 
holidays. 

The appellants had re- 
mained at foe site and it had 
been decided that foe site own- 
er should be informed of their 

past history. He bad told them 
to move oh, and their where- 
abouts were currently unknown. 
Edward Fitzgerald QC and Ton 
Owen (Miehad Pardon, Newtxade- 
upon-Tyne) for the oppeHanls: Aeo- 

kyBasendakendPrahpaulerSaim 
(Mrs LA. Trigger, Cobayn Bay) for 
the Chief Constable: James Eadie 

(Treasury Sa&Hor) for the Home Sec- 
retary; Michael Douglas QC and 


Bbmingham) Naov.' 

Lord Woolf HR said that the 
appellants had not substan- 
tiaDy challenged the reasons for 


judicial review. The argument 
had instead revolved around 
new issnev against foe back- 
gromd of fresh policy giridanrft 
issued by foe Home Office to 
police forces as to the man- 


agement of information about 
sex offenders. It was argued 

that the Narfo "Wales Police had 

treated the appellants in a 
proceduraffy unfair manner, 
having been influenced 
throughout try foe Northumbria 
police report. 

The decision whether to 
disclose foe identity of pae- 
dophiles to foe public was a 
sensitive one. In foe present 
case the gist of what the police 
had learned about foe appel- 
lants should have been dis- 
closed to them. They might 
have had information which 

could have caused foe police to 

re-assess foe degree of risk 

^foqrposecLHavmgSd 

that, however, and bearing k, 

™nd lhM the poli£7cr“ 

Northumbria polkc report but 
were still of the opinitmthat 
foe appellants created a hi»h 

’*«* they could bsve ghJ 

“» tave altered^ 
outcome. 106 

The resultoftbe passage Qf 


time between foe hearing be- 
fore foe Divisional Court and 
foe hearing of foe appeal had 
been to draw attention to foe 
^vantages, where it was prac- 
tical, of obtaining an offender's 
version of events. 

Jt had also highlighted foe 
®8°ificance of trvmo tn 


— “^“"uooauon Tor 
offenders when they were re- 
prison. If previous 
sexual offenders knew that 
help with safe accommoda- 
tion wonld be available thev 

. ^ !r ^hereabouts were 

blown it would be easier to 
tiuunnise foe danger of further 
offending. It was now rccoe 

|*ove all was a proactive rather 
taa reataive policy for deS- 

'"8 »>th offenders who had 
committed offences “ ■ 
children in thepas™ ^ 

■^Cc O’Hanfon, Barrister 
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Bacardi set to win American whisky giant 


By Andrew Yates 


BACARDI, the drinks giant which pro- 
duces the famous white rum, is set to bnv 
Dewm-’s, America’s leading whisky brand. 
The Bermuda-based group has fought off 
intense competition from the world's 
leading drinks groups to emerge as front- 

rtraner to buy Dewar's in what wfll be one 

of the biggest deals the industry seen. 

BacanS is willing to pay around £800m 
for the brand, industry sources say. 


A deal is believed to be i mminen t 


and could seal the acquisition within the 

neal few days - barring a last-minute block- 
buster bid from a trade rival or one of 
several financial buyers which have cast 
their eyes over the group. 

Dewar’s has been put up for sale by 
Diageo, the world’s largest drinks group 
which was formed last December when 
Grand Metropolitan merged with Guin- 
ness. Diageo has also been forced to 
dispose of Denari's in order to gel the 


European and American competition au- 
thorities to approve its mega-merger. 

The sale of Dewar’s offered a unique 
opportunity to buy one of the world's 
leading spirits brands and attracted in- 
terest from around the globe. Up until 
a few weeks ago Diageo was still talking 
to a number of drinks groups about the 
sale of Dewar's. Now, however, Bacar- 
di seems to have beaten Pernod Ricard, 
the French drinks group, and Seagram 
of Canada in the race to capture the 
whisky brand. Allied Domecq was also 


interested in Dewar's but dropped out 
of the race after the price sailed above 

£600m. 

Bacardi is a private group run by de- 
scendants of Dot fheundo Bacardi, the 
group's founder. He created Cuba's first 
rum in 1862. However ibe famil y fled Cuba 
in 1960 when Fidel Castro look over the 
country and seized the company's assets. 

Since then the family has built up 
Bacardi to become the world's leading 
drinks brand, with annual sales of 19.5 
million cases. 


Dewar’s for £800m 


la 1993 Bacardi expanded its empire 
by buying Martini & Rossi which sells the 
world renowned vermouth. It also pro- 
duces Asti speddmg wine and Halueybcer. 
However it has always lacked a major 
whisky brand in its spirits portfolio. 

Dewar's is ihe leading scotch brand in 
the US, selling just under 3 million cases 
a yrar and nuilriqg annual Operating prof- 
its of around £55m. The £800m price tag 
smashes analysts' earlier forecasts. 

A Diageo spokesman refused to com- 
ment on any sale and said that talks be- 


tween the drinks groups were confidential. 

If Bacardi does buy Dewar's it could 
be welcome news for Ihe Scotch whisky 
industry as the spirits group is likely to 
^n.niam a large part of the existing busi- 
ness in Scotland. 

The creation of Diageo is likely to lead 
to a worldwide consolidation of the drinks 
industry. Allied Domecq is looking to find 
a drinks partner to take on the new industry 
Goliath and could increase its efforts to 
establish a tie up with Bacardi in the wnke 
of the Dewar’s deal. 


Utilities 

to face 
profits 
clawback 

By Michael Harrison Government’s wider social and 

environmental aims into ac- 
count in policing the utilities. 

THE PRIVATISED utilities This means that they could 
will have to share profits with have an esp&cftobligatkx) to pro- 
customers where they are “on- tect the interests of poorer con- 
earned” or result from delib- sumers and other disadvantaged 
erately misleading regulators, groups through, for instance, 
under Government proposals cross-subsidisation of prices, 
unveiled yesterday. The regulators would also have 

The long-awaited Green Pa- ■ a new p rimar y statutory duty to 
per on utility regulation also sets protea consumer interests, 
out plans to bring the policing of However, the Government In the pipeline: The Government wants its social and environmental alms to be re-enforced by the regulators 

the gas, deetridty, water and tele- has derided to stick with tbe sys- 
coms industries under a greater tern of incentive regulation de- 
degree of political control. vdoped over the last 15 years triggered either when compa- would be achieved by “compe- 

Shares prices of the priva- whereby the KF1-X formula - nies benefited from factors out- tition where possible; regulation 
tised water companies rose in which sets percentage price side their control - for instance, where necessary”, 
response to the decision, widely rises below inflation- is retained a sudden drop in costs of sup- But John Redwood, the 
expected, not to alter the fun- as “fundamental basis for price plies -or when they had del2>- shadow Trade and Industry 
dameutal way in which prices regulation”. erately misled regulators into Secretary, said the proposals 

are controlled. The Depart- Thus will allow companies to setting too lenient a price cap could amount to a “back door” 

meot of Trade and Industry had keep profits which result from by giving inaccurate or incom- tax on business and warned 
wanted to indude a mechanism greater efficiency. But alongside plete information. they could lead to permanent 

for capping excess profits but this the Government has pro- Margaret Beckett, President uncertainly about bow much 

was overruled by the Treasury . posed the introduction of an of the Board of Trade, insisted they could earn and afford to in- 
Individual regulators for “error correction mechanism” the Government was not re- vest “She should set a price coo- 
each of the industries will be is- which would allow excess prof- turnfag to Old Labour ways by trol and live with it," be added, 
sued with statuioiy guidance re- its to be clawed back promptly, penalising the utilities. She said The Green Paper also pro- 
quiring them to take the The mechanism would be a betteT deal for the consumer poses: 


■The merger of the electricity 
and gas regulators. Offer and 
Ofgas, into a single energy reg- 
ulator. 

■ Separation of electricity sup- 
ply (buying and selling of elec- 
tricity) from distribution - the 
wires which deliver electricity. 
■Greater openness and accou- 
ntability with a requirement 
on regulators to justify key 
decisions. 

The Government said it had 
not ruled out the idea of advi- 
sory panels to aid individual reg- 


ulators. Replies are being 
sought by the end of May. 

Mis Beckett said there was 
no reason why the review 
should not lead to lower prices 
but this would be achieved 
through a mature of fairer reg- 
ulation and the opening up of 
the markets to competition par- 
ticularly in gas and electricity. 

The proposals were broadly 
welcomed by the regulators 
themselves, consumer groups, 
and the industries involved. 

Outlook, page 25 





Argos enlists 
Littlewoods 


By Nigel Cope 

G:y Correspondent 


ARGOS unveiled radical plans 
to modernise its business yes- 
terday after admitting that it had 
become out of step with cus- 
tomers' needs. 

The group announced a new 
retailing strategy and a home 
shopping joint venture with 
Liulewoods as part of its fight 
against the hostile £1.6bn bid 
from Great Universal Stores. 

It is to spend up to £5m on 
a modernising programme that 
will sec its stores upgraded 
with better racking and im- 
proved window displays while its 
old fashioned catalogue will be 
made more modem and user- 
friendly. More higher-value 
products will be added to im- 
prove customer choice though 
the company said it would not 
compromise on its commit- 
ment to low prices. 

Stuart Rose, who has only 
been Algos chief executive for 
six weeks, admitted that Argos 
had to become a little more 
fashionable. “It has been one 
step behind customers in fash- 
ion rather than half a step 
ahead.” The shops will start to 
stock “impulse" ranges such as 
greeting cards, wrapping paper, 
and videos in an attempt to grab 
more revenue from existing 
customers. 

Mr Rose pledged to im- 
prove the margins by 1 per- 
centage point over twoyears by 
improving the sales mix. adding 
more own-label and exclusive 
ranges which cany higher mark- 


ups and by increasing the level 
of direct sourcing. 

The strategy statement came 
as the company released a trad- 
ing update which showed that 
same-store sales had improved 
with a 4.8 per cent increase in 
the 12 weeks to 12 March. 
Margins were up by 05 per- 
centage points in the same pe- 
riod. 

The group's second defence 
document, which is expected to 
include the return of cash to 
shareholders, will be published 
next week if the GUS bid is 
cleared by the Office of ftiir 
Trading. The Takeover Panel 
yesterday extended the offer 
timetable, saying Argos will 
now have two days following the 
OFTs decision to release its last 
information. 

Argos's joint venture agree- 
ment with littlewoods will see 
the pair launch a fashion home 
shopping catalogue aimed at 
Argos customers. The 700-pagc 
catalogue will consist of 
branded clothing and be tested 
later this year. A national roll- 
out is planned for autumn 1999. 
littlewoods will produce the 
catalogue and handle the 
orders, while Argos will provide 
its customer database. 

The joint venture's costs 
were described as “minimal” by 
Mr Rose, who said expected 
Josses in the first year could be 
around £2m each. The company 
will use the database to target 
higher-spending customers. A 
home delivery service will be 
rolled out nationally next year 
at a cost of £15ra. 

Outlook, page 25 


Brussels insists Britain 


Cheap holidays 


for Thomson investors 


■ must rejoin the ERM 


* 


By Katherine Butler 


BRITAIN would have to rejoin 
the revamped exchange rate 
mechanism - which the pound 
crashed out of in September 
1992 - if it wanted to abandon 
the pound and join the euro 
zone, the European Commis- 
sion made clear yesterday. 

But Ihe Commission has left 
the door open to technical 
membership for a period 
shorter than the two years men- 
tioned in the Maastricht Treaty, 
saying that exchange rate 
stability is the key. A revamped 
ERM is set to be launched 
next January. 

In its definitive recommen- 
dation on economic conver- 
gence of the countries fit to join 
EMU in the 1999 first wave, the 
Commission ruled out Sweden 
-which has never been a mem- 


ber of the JERM and which has 
experienced major fluctuations 
against the ERM currencies. 

But the Commission rec- 
ommended that Italy and Fin- 
land, who only joined the ERM 
in November 1996 and October 
1996 respectively, and therefore 
do not strictly fulfil the mem- 
bership criterion, should be 
admitted. 

Dearly the onus would still 
be on Britain to ensure sterling 
shadowed the euro after its 
launch and to find a way of 
demonstrating stability with- 
out being in the new currency 
grid. The Treasury repeated 
yesterday the insistence’ of Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor, 
that Britain has “no intention” 
of rejoining the ERM. 

That aside, the budgetary 
position of the UK and its per- 
formance on inflation would 

qualify Britain for membership. 


The Commission’s spring 
economic forecasts also show 
Government borrowing as a 
percentage of gross domestic 
product is expected to fall this 
year to 0,6 per cent, down from 
1.9 per cent in 1997, due to the 
windfall tax on the profits of 
privatised utilities. 

The Commission forecasts 
the deficit will fall ag ain in 
1999 to 0.3 per cent. It wants 
that because tite bulk of the rev- 
enue from the windfall tax wd 
not be spent untfl after 1998, the 
positive effect on the deficit will 
begin to unwind as revenues are 
spent. 

Britain is one of only four 
members whose debt is bekw the 
60 per cent of GDP target set by 
the treaty. The spring forecasts 
put the British debt to GDP ra- 
tio at 523.percem this year faffii® 
to 50.9 p ear cent next year. 

Outlook, page 25 


By Andrew Yates 


THOMSON Travel Group, the 
UK’s largest tour operator, is 
planning to offer 10 percent dis- 
counts on all its holidays for pri- 
vate investors who buy shares in 
its forthcoming £1 5bn flotation. 

Customers wflj be able to 
save almost £50 on the price of 
an average holiday while a fam- 
ily jetting off to the sun stands 
to save £120 on a typical break. 

Investors who apply for at 
least £500 worth of shares will 


be allowed to join the Thomson 
Founders' Dub. As well as 
cheap holidays they will quali- 
fy for a range of perks includ- 
ing seat upgrades on the group's 
Britannia airline, the chance to 
have the best hotel rooms on of- 
fer, additional luggage al- 
lowances and newsletters with 
special holiday offers. 

The 10 per cent discount will 
apply to all holidays advertised 
in the Thomson and Skylours 
brochures as well as getaways 
with Holiday Cottages. A mem- 
ber of the club will be able to 


apply for as many holidays as he 
or she wants providing they 
travel with the part)’. 

Thomson Travel plans to 
send details of the perks to more 
than a million of its customers 
through the posL It is also 
launching a national TV ad- 
vertising campaign to entice 
ihe public to subscribe for 
shares. 

The group will issue a flota- 
tion prospectus in late April and 
will join the stock market in ear- 
ly May. Analysts estimate that 
the group could be valued at up 


City watchdog plans much 


By Lea Paterson 


THE WATCHDOG responsi- 
ble for Giy of London traders 
yesterday tm veiled plans to in- 
troduce far stiff er penalties for 


are accepted, penalties for firms 
that fall foul of the regulator 
could increase fourfold. 

Individuals who breach SFA 
rules could find themselves 
with double the penalties they 
could expect to receive under 
the current regime. 

The SFA says also it wants 
to “foster the notion that good 


compliance is good business” 
and is proposing that fines be 
reduced, or even waived alto- 
gether, if firms have good com- 
pliance procedures and notify 
the SFA of any breaches. 

The watchdog said: “If a firm 
with adequate controls discov- 
ers an issue in a timely way and 
promptly informs the SFA, 


breaches of its rules. If the 
proposals from the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA) 


to £1.5bn, although strong in- 
terest from private investors and 
financial institutions could push 
that price lag even higher. 

The shares will not be of- 
fered at a discount to employ- 
ees, although they are likely to 
be given preferential treatment 
when the shares are allocated. 

Private investors can regis- 
ter for the share offer by con- 
tacting share shops including 
Barclays Stockbrokers, Harg- 
reaves Lansdown, NatWest 
Brokers, Skipton Building So- 
ciety and The Share Centre. 


About 10 per cent of the 
shares in the flotation arc like- 
ly to be allocated to private in- 
vestors. Another 20 per cent are 
likely to be taken by the found- 
ing Thomson family with the 
rest awarded to financial insti- 
tutions. 

Thomson’s notation comes 
as Lunn Poly, its travel agency, 
continues its battle against the 
Government over the imposi- 
lionofa 172? percent insurance 
premium tax. Thomson is await- 
ing the outcome of a judicial re- 
view into the tax hike. 


harsher penalties 


giving the fall facts together with 
a proposed course of remedial 
action - including compensa- 
tion where necessary - disci- 
plinary action will be very much 
less likely." 

The SFA proposals, released 
yesterday, listed additional fac- 
tors that it believes should be 
taken into consideration when 


setting fines. These include the 
number of rale breaches, the 
time scale over which the 
breaches occurred, whether 
there was widespread wrong- 
doing throughout the firm and 
the means of the firm in ques- 
tion to pay fines. 

Firms have until 30 April to 
respond. 


Yesterday in the markets 


STOCK MARKETS^. 


F7SE10I 




*** \ 

jk 


/X 





i t 

M ' » 


CJjf 

Dow June 

MB * 

S 

MO — 




WJ-Jt — 


IW* — - 

1 * 

■ i * 


Nfttoi 



— 

BW- jtf 

% 



iJ 


sssa 

22 

■ »■': 

r -T al 


B 

1 w 



INTEREST RATES 


■Dow Jmt Wtar«irf*n»* 

rhmmnO 62* to* TfaHgl 



Money Marieet Rates 


Bond YieWt 


*6j* 



UK 

7.56 

1.19 

7.56 

058 

500 

-1.68 

5.82 

-1.89 

US 

5.69 

-0.07 

5.81 

-0.41 

5.61 

-1.16 

5.97 

-1.08 

Jaoan 

076 

0.13 

0.70 

•9.09 

1.79 

-0.74 

2.36 

-0.79 

German* 

3.53 

0.26 

3.79 

0.34 

4.BB 

. -tui 

5.43 

-124 


aaw aw Tr*g_ 


Jt S ob Cttine 


JCLSK 


Dear 1.6745 jjjjfc 1.6169 StBrtna 0.597? +0030 0.B185 


D-Mark 3.0612 -0.17fl 

gr 2i5.84_ xm 


2,7350 

20013 


D-Mark 1.8278 -0-15fl 1.6918 

van 128.90 -¥1.34 123.65 


M AIN PRICE CHANG ES 
toes Wwfei ge»Taw Fails 

45.50 liafi Sawovt^otai 


EtaJfflT 107.00 0.00 98.50 State 

OTHER INDICATORS 


109.50 aoo 104.50 


StftBPngiri 

House of Fraser 170.00 _ 14.50 
629-00 38.00 


8.32 paws 


PtaW GNU 

i66S.fo-Tte.oo 


sap 


•7.50 


438.50 MSB -5.43 


8lQ7 Carton 


314.00 16.50 555. Prwnfey 


460.00 -25.00 -5.15 


•■Spa 

EM 

a« 

nine 

Un 


"■«*> Map 

Brem en ST 

TOT 

0-17 

18.74 

114.10 

T5T 

lift® TS 

GokMS) 

299-ffi 

0.50 

350.35 RPI 

160J0 

3.40 

155.03 to 


6.34 

-0.12 

5.17 Base Hates 

/2S 

6.00 


3930 -2.00 -4.82 www.bloombcrg.com7uk 


TOURIST RATES 



Australia (do Bars) 

2.4100 



Austria (schillings) 
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Italy (lira) 
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Deep Pan 
Pizza chain 
to disappear 


By Andrew Taxes ^ ^ 

PEEP PAN Pizza restaurants, 
best known for offering “all 
you can ear deals for hungry 
punters, are set to disappear 
from the high street. 

The move comes in re- 
sponse to a sharp fall in prof- 
its at the chain caused by the 
growing trend for customers to 
dine out on more exotic and 
upmarket food. 

City Centre Restaurants, 
which owns the troubled chain, 
has decided to scrap the Deep 
Pan Pizza name and create a 
new upmarket chain of pizza 
restaurants. 

U is also looking to sell 
some sites or convert them to 
other restaurant brands. 

James Naylor, chief execu- 
tive of City Centre, said yes- 
terday: “The brand was 
becoming dated. Thin crust 
pizzas are becoming more 
popular, with fewer people 
eating deep pan." 

There are currently 89 
Deep Pan Pizza restaurants 
around the UK. 

City Centre plans to keep 
the 35 sites which are located 
alongside out-of-town leisure 
centres. They will still sell 
pizzas but rename the restau- 
rants and introduce higher 
class menus. 

About 30 high street sites 
will be used to house Gty 
Centre's other restaurants 
such as Caffe Uno while the re- 
maining restaurants will be 
sold. 

City Centre revealed it had 
received tentative offers for all 
its high street sites and would 
consider selling them if it re- 
ceived an attractive offer. “We 
could sell the restaurants if we 
get the right price, but it is very 
early days at the moment," said 
Mr Naylor. 

City Centre has already 
had to install new management 
at Deep Pan Pizza after profits 
from the chain fell £2m last 


»— WZZACO- ■ 

year. The group blames poor 
management, huge discounting 
and larger mentis which added 
to costs, for the Shortfall. 

The result was an im- 
provement in the chain’s per- 
formance but not enough to 
justify its continued existence. 
The chain will be phased out 
over the next few years. 

Despite the problems at 
Deep Pan, City Centre un- 
veiled a 4 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £17J>m for the 
year to December. 

Mr Naylor said the group 
planned to open at least an- 
other 46 restaurants this year. 

City Centre is planning an 
aggressive expansion of its 
Caffe Uao Italian style ; 
eateries, opening another 15 in . 
the next 12 months. 

New chains such as Frankie 
& Benny’s, based on a New 
York in the 1950s themed and 
Wok Wok, which specialises in 
modern Asian food, are prov- 
ing a success and will also be 
rolled out rapidly. 

Last year’s acquisition of 
Est Est Est, the North of Eng- 
land Italian chain, has ex- 
ceeded expectations and 
another six restaurants are 
due to open soon. 

City Centre denied the 
restaurant market was be- 
coming overcrowded after an 
explosion in openings in recent 
years. 

Mr Naylor said: “The 
eating out market is set to 
continue growing very fast ... 
driven by lifestyle changes. As 
people age they are turning 
away from McDonald's and 
eating out in restaurants.” 

City Centre's shares, which 
fell sharply after a recent profit 
warnings prompted fay Deep 
Pan's problems, recovered 6-5p 
to 118p yesterday. 



House of Fraser shares * 
leap as profits double 


SHARES in House of Fraser re- 
bounded yesterday after the 
department store groap re- 
porting a near doubting of 
profits last year. The retailer, 
which has 51 stores, reported 
pre-tax profits after ex c eptional 
items of£28Jm in the 53 weeks 
to 31 January, up 91 per cent 
from the previous year and 
within analysts’ expectatio ns. 

Its shares surged by almost 
10 per cent, dosing up 14J5p at 
170p after a poor performance 
so far this year. The shares last 
week fell to 150p, their lowest 
level for over a year. 

The retailer is in the middle 
of a big recovery programme to 
improve profits after struggling 
since the . Fayed brothers, 
owners of Hairods, floated it in 


1994 at J80p a share. Profits be- 
fore exceptional were £29m 
against a loss last time of 
£38.4m. Sales rose to £8 12m 
fromfraiAn-'Ilie dividend was 
held at 5J5p a share. 

Brian McGowan, chainnan, 

said the company had been 

successful in meeting its targets 

and expected to continue this 
progress in the current year. 

“We are confident both of 
piainhiining good sales growth 
in the current year and of 
achieving further increases in 
gross margin and gross profit,” 
Mr McGowan said. 

Retail analysts said the leap 
in the share price was more of 
a reaction to positive comments 
by the group on current trading. 
■The shares hare bounced be- 


cause of the reasstuano! on cur- 
rem trading,” said NkiBubb, re- 
tail analyst at SG Securities. 

John Coleman, chief execu- 
tive, said the group’s perfor- 
mance showed the recoveiy 
was on trade “I would like to 
point out that our womenswear 
sales were up 20 per cent last 
year. We are very confident 
about how our fashion wear is 
trading right now." House of 
Fraser’s own-bought fashions, as 
opposed to branded conces- 
sions, were up 11.6 per cent. 

Mr Coleman said the re- 
opening in late April of the re- 
vamped Barkers department 
store in Kensington, London 
would usher in House of Eraser’s 
move into the next century. 

- Agencies 


Tarmac ‘nervous* on transport 


The droop: At Bernard Matthews, profits are down by 24 per cent NT) 

Pound batters Matthews 


By Kerry Benefield 


TURKEY magnate Bernard Matthews was hit 
bard by the strength of the pound in 1997, as he 
watched profits at the company that beam his 
nam e fall 24 per cent 

The group, whose activities indude the pro- 
duction and marketing of meat and fish products 
as well as insurance, posted profits before tax and 
exceptional items of £14.1m in the 52 weeks to 
28 December, compared with £22. 6m in 1996. 
Earnings per share fell to 6I)6p firm 12 j69r, while 
the final dividend increased to 25p from 2,4p. 

“It is all to do with the strength of sterling,” 
David Joll, managing director, said yesterday. 
“Were it not for the currency rates, our profits 
would have topped our record year in 1996. It's 
entirety to do with sterling.” 

Mr Matthews, who chairs the group, said sales 
of overseas subsidiaries, up 14 per cent, and a 
broadening of the business base through the 


development of the brand name had buoyed the 
company. 

. “UK sales of branded added-value products 
were 8 percent higher than in the previous year 
and produced another record profit," he said. 

“Our trading conditions in Hungary im- 
proved in the second half of 1997 through a com- 
bination of lower raw . material costs and the 
opening of our new feed miU. Oar German and 
New Zealand operations show promise for the 
future bat the French mnifou remains difficult," 
he said. 

Mr Joll said the drop in feed prices augured 
well for 1998. The price of wheat is ex tr e m e ly 
important to us and the price is down signifi- 
cantly now. It’s a little early to point to num- 
bers, but the year-to-year sales are up in the first 
12 weeks.” 

Mr Joll said the company expects to regain 
lost ground through new product launches, a 
more extensive adve rti s i ng campaign, and further 
reductions in operating costs. 


TARMAC die heavy bonding 
materials and construction 
group, yesterday voiced “ner- 
vousness" over the Govern- 
ment’s transport polity. 

Neville Simms, "Burnim* chief 

executive, said the group had 
moved increasingly towards 
budding up a road and rad 
maintenance business to cope 
with the decline in new.road 

hrriltirng jmri rtift mCTWMari gHn. 

phasis on public transport. 

“Maintenance work will be 
a key factor in profitability 
growth in future. It should ao 
count for £500m of our turnover 
this year after around £40Qm in 
1997. It’s a higher margin busi- 
ness and kvwer risk,” he said 

Mr Snnms said he was opti- 
mistic for 1998 andbeyoqd, de- 
spite what hexaHed'a Kftlfe bit 
of nervousness” about the Gov- 
ernment's roads polity. 

. His comments _ came . as 
Tkrmac announced higher- 
than- expected animal results 
and said it was on course for 
more growth on the back of 
buoyant markets in Britain, the 
US and continental Europe. 

“1997 was a year of consid- 
erable further progress. This 



Nevflfe Simms: Optimistic 


year has started well and 1 am 
confident that, whatever uncer- 
tainties lie aheadfbr the British 
eaxxnny, our strategic direction 
and dear objectives wiff deliver 
an imp roved performance in 
1998 and beyond,” he said. 

Thrmac, one of the leading 
road developers and nowbufld- 

ing a rail irmmtMiflnrf. hnonwin, 

raised pre-tax profit by 59 per 
cent lak year to £120 .2m on a 
4 per cent rise in sales to 
£2.77bn. The total dividend 
was raised to 5.65p from 5-5p 
previously. 

The profit figure outstripped 
market expectations by around 


£4m while the dividend was 9 
marginally higher than forecast 
“January and February have 
been relatively kind months. 
More imp ortantly, we've started 
to put price increases into the 
market and we hope they will 
stick this year as they have 
done pretty well for the last four 
or five years," Mr Simms said 
He said the construction 
market continued to improve 
while medium-term growth 
prospects for the US were 
favourable and steady growth 
was likely to continue in conti- 
nental Europe. 

He attributed Thrmac's 
profit rise to improved operat- 
ing performance, cost-cutting 
and the industry's ration- 0 \ 
alisation. 

The company was likely to 
take on more workers this year 
in what he called a benign, sus- 
tainable market. 

Thrmac said its heavy build- 
ing materials division, which 
accounts for slightly more than 
40 percent of group turnover, 
saw operating profit rise almost 
20 per cent to £14L6m on a 
6 per cent sales rise to£I.19bn. 

- Reuters 
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Recomm en ded final cash offer 
by 

Albert E Sharp 
on behalf of 
Skuyffeat limited 
for 

UK Safety pk: 

Atom E Sharp (’AES”) announces on behalf of Skuyfear Limited fSkuyfeat'*) that by means of a formal offer 
doc u men t dated and posted on 25 March 1998 (“the Offer Document") and by means of this adve i meroent. AK is 
making a recommended offer ("the Offer") on behalf of Skuyfeat to acqiire all of the issued and to be caued share 
capital of UK Safety pk (“UK. Safety"). Skuyfear has aoquired from die Schroder UK Buy Out find and the Schrader 
UK Buy Out Fund R their entire hokfrip of 7,542,6 19 and 3,069,061 UK Safety shares representin g, in aggrepoe. 
^jproxlrately 26 l 28 per cent of IK Safety's isstied share c^iiaL In adefidon Skuyfear has received from John 
Newman (UK Safety's Chief Executive) and ftul Coekbum (UK Safety's Production Director) irrevocable 
undertakings to accept the Offer in respect of their respective hokfetgs of 101,547 and 4£34 UK Safety shares 
represents* appreodmmdy (126 per oenc in aggre&os of the esdstiry issued share capital of UK Safety. 

Terms defined ki the OHer Document have the same meaning In tHsadverttemenc. 

Sttoject to the Offer becomi ng or being dedarad whoty wcoBdtdomri. a UK Safety s hareho ld er whovafctyaorepo 
the Oftr wfl receive IS pence in cash ftr each UKStifetytiare. 

The Offer, which h foal and wl not be increased, values A of the bsued and to be issued Aare capital e# IK Stfny 
ttapprontotttdy ti .01 maion. The Offer rep rese nts a efacountofappwstfctniely 667 per cent to the doting rriddfe 
market price of 7S pence per LHC Safety share on 19 March 1998, the last business day prior to the tfate of the 
announcement of the Offer. 

The U tarns and oondUore of the Ofcr (bdudfeg dec* of hew the OBer may be accepted) are wc ouch the Offer 
Doc u ment and dm Form of Acceptance. 

UK Safety ahorahoktars who accept the OBer may rdy only on the Offiar Document and the Form of Acceptance for 
al the terms and contfidon* of the Offer. 

The Offer b by mens of this adwntaamenc being extended to til persons to whom the OBer Dooanet* may not be 
d etpMthed who hold or who are entfdtf co have aflotad or issued to them UK Safety shares. Such persons are 
mfermed that copies of the Offer Document and Form of Acceptance are atvafabie far coBection (dufeg normal 
bu*Mfi hours) from Abort E Sherp of Pinner* HaS, 105-108 Old Breed Street; London EC2N iEt 
The Offer, whkh has bean made by means of the Oiar Document and ties advertirenMntW be open far ac ra pii n ce 
und 3.00pm an 15 April 1998 (ixsuchbar dme<s) andfer daoe(s) wSkiiyfe«m^*ahiecttOtheni«oftheaqr 
Cods, deekfe). 

The Indapendant Direction of UK Safay who h»e been so advfaed by KPMGC orpoq ia inne n c^cnnri d r t htt the 
Offer fat tn die best Maw of UK Safety shareholders and tranfanotoy recommend all UK Safely risrahcfcfcn to 
•crept the Offer si they hand to do in respect of their own beneficial hokSnp of I6&000 UK Safety shares 
representing appreodmasefy 0.4 per cant of IK Safety’s Issued share espied, kt providing advice to the Incfcpendem 
Directors, KPMG Corporate Rrance has taken into account the Independent Dfreaoiy commercial ane ssni e nts. 
John Newer and ftul Goddam, together wtth Ken Bwte (LXSafety’sMarioetb« Direem) here speed, sufajea to 
the OBer being derived unoondfeari, to sofasortfo far equity in Swyfexsnd have not, therefore. parkland in the 
independent Dbecwts* re ua itiwndatior. 

Thre OB«r s not bofcg made, dkecdjyorMrealjft kt or Into the United Soots; Canada, Auuabcr japan or by use of 

the mato or by any m e tre or instrurrienQgy of > K esta C e orferejpioomme iij e ofc or of a^r fectitin of a rational 
securities excharge at the Unhed States, Grach. Ataoafa or Jqan. 

Thb edvtrrisamsra b not being pubfehed h or ocharwise daribtaed or sent ta or tan the Unted State, Caratfa. 
Auscra&t or Japan and persons roofing this adver tise ment (bdufcg amodans, metres and nominees) nut not 
tfatrfcute or staid this adsertisarant theOlfer Document or the Form of Acaeponoe (nor any refauddoama$) 
in or feto or from the United Saw, Canada, Ausxafct orjapsi nor me the mab or ary means or nmananoly of 
inlenMB or foreign commerce ot or any fecBdes of a national seasides mdanp ot the UnM States Caratfa, 
Austrafea orjqpan far any purp«"» dkecriyorrefirecdy.hcomKtion with the Ofcrand doing so wthnvafidaa any 
retoed purported acceptances of das 08 k, 

Thu advertisement is pttofidsed on b«htff of Sfe^ffaat by AK and has been approved by AE5soWyfcr the ptapoie of 
section 57 of the Rnandal ServfeBAa 1986. 

AES, wfedi is r^utoad by the Searkte and Rtoes Authority k acting aduMy fer Sfayfaar fe coanaaionwfth 
the Offer and no-one the and wfl ntxbe retiXvuSste to anyone other than Skuyfev far pravidng the prttBC&ons 

afcrdedtaCUtt»m«crfABnorforprtJvkSngadvteinretoiontotheO<S*: 

WT1G Corporate FSanOBbZdivfalon of K^*nWhkhkauthorised to cmy out bmesmreKbuBneahy die festitute 
of Chartered Accountma In England and Wfes.b aafeg e wAnheiy far UK Salgy in oonnBaion with the Offer and 
noKsna eta and w® not he respondhle » odvr^ *an Safety^ for praskfagtha proteawu aftsdedtu 

customereaf KPMG Ctxporaa HnsnttiKrferpwvHht»ire*hneto» 

The tSreetor of Skuyfeat and the tfirecBors and Al chmy Fbnwen (Guernsey) (which manages the Alchemy 
Investment Plan, whkh is investing in Stayfeati * ^ ns P CTll ^ t y ^ *a formatio n cotaafeed In this 
adw n henre K other than the recommandrifcm of fhokwl^eoiM jDwerox The hdepandenc Dkecncs accq«' 

responsiStyltothefereoonmendadoo ™J ) “of thafaiowte^geandbeBefofdie* 

r«p«n*p^{hivfr5dlw*rre^ 

aduertisatnent fer vvhldi they are fmpacJlve^rMpcnilifeh**^^^^ the fed* and does nocomkarythirc 
H«ly to affect the Import of such lnfermadoa 
26 Man* 1993 
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Barratt builds on 
housing recovery 

BARRAITs results wouldn’t be the 
same without an outburst against the 
Government Now SirLawrie Barratt, 
the old war horse of the housing 
industry, has stepped down, it was left 
up to Frank Eaton, his successor, to 
have a rant at how house buyers are 
being victimised by the powers that be. 
But Barratt has little to complain 
about 

The boosing market is going great 
guns at the moment Mortgage Interest 
tax relief may go and interest rates will 
probably rise further. However, houses 
are mare affordable now than they have 
been for some time. The Govern- 
ment's prudent stance on the economy 
have seen long-term interest rates foil 
to new lows, stimulating cut-price 
deals from lenders. 

Wben Sir Lawrie stepped down last 
time the company promptly went 
downhill as the recession brought the 
industry to its knees. But history is un- 
Hkety to repeat itself. 

The industry is still tydks) and will 
struggle to grow at the cracking pace 
it has set over the last few years. That 
said, as long as the economy does not 
get out of control, the housing market 
should continue to grow at, say. 3 to 4 
per cent a year. 

Barratt has capitalised cm the good 
times by expanding its presence in the 
South-east, which has shown by fer the 
fastest growth in the UK. Just as im- . 
partantty, it has been able to keep costs 
under controL 

Wage demands and land costs 
have ballooned over the last 12 
months but Barratt has proved better 
than most at keepmg a Kd on expenses. 
That helped profits for the six mouths 
to December rise 38 per cent to 
£34.1®- 

Barratt remains one of the best run 
businesses in the sector. Barratt is on 
track to build 8,000 homes in tins fi- 
nancial year and main tain its double- 
digit volume growth. That means, 
barring the sort of crash last seen in the 
catty 1990’s, Barratt looks set fair for 
the next few years. 

Barrart’s shares and the house 
bnOding sector have both staged a 
comeback over the last few months. 
The shares rose another 13p to 319p 
yesterday. Analysts forecast foil-year 
profits of £90m, putting the shares on 


Barratt: At a glance 

Martat wbc £739m. stare price 31 9p (+13p) 
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The next news will be JJB Sports' fiiD- 
year results next month. With analysts 
expecting profits of £34 .5m the shares 
trade on a forward rating of 20 times. 
This is far higher than Blacks Leisure, 
which has a wider spread of interests, 
and JD Sports, which has been affected 
by profits ^ warnings. The Wnid Cup may 
provide a boost but, with higher inter- 
est rates affecting consumer spending 
and the threat of a shift in fashions, in- 
vestors should proceed with caution. 
There is a case for locking in profits. 


Marketing boost 
for Abbott Mead 
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a prospective price-earnings ratio of 12. 
Some boosing stocks are beginning to 
look a bit pricey but Barratt remains 
good value. * 


Sportswear boom 
could be over 


IS IT time tocalltfaetumoiisportsre- 
taileis? Companies like JJB Sports and 
BfockslAssnrehaveetgpyedeqjonei- 
tial growth on tbe bade of the popularity 
of repfira football shirts and the power 
of brands l£keN3o8,Redx>kaa3dA5das. 

But clouds have begim to gather on 
the horizon just as things shenrid have 
been kwkmgsunnym the nm-cj>toflie 
Wnid Cup. Nike issued a profis want- 


ing last week aixl though the problems 

are mostly in the US and the Ear East, 
ewer-supply is causing in price cutting 
everywhere. This is bound to have a 
knoebon effect on UK retailers, who are 
pawns in a much more powerful game. 

Demand here does seem to have 
faltered. Sports Division, the privately 
owned retailer, is delaying its decision 


have been falling. JJB shares have lost 
18 per cart of their value since their 
peak just three weeks ago. On top of 
aQ this, tbe former merchandise di- 
rector of Manchester United has said 
the replica sales boom may be over. 

With the huge store opening pro- 
grammes being undertaken, the map. 
fcet is dearly more difficult. The 
question now is whether this is just a 
^ or theb^pmmg of the end of this 

particular fashion- 


vwuumiwwnjuiuuifi, 

deteriorate, a finance director's knife 
becomes magnetically attracted to the 
advertising budget. 

In the last six years, advertisers have 
seen their business grow without so 
much as a blip. But it debatable if the 
boom times can last much longer. 
Unlike its rivals in Maddison 

. Avemie, Abbott Mead Vickers lacks the 

global reach -which ccvld protect it from 
a downturn in the domestic economy. 
So, it has switched to other devices. 

In the three years since 1994, the 
advertiser has, in effect, switched from 
being an advertising company that 
does m a rk e ti n g to being a marketing 
company that does adve rtising Where- 
as marketing brought in just 39 per cent 
of profits in 1994. it now brings in 59 
percent ^ 

Because marketing -such as PR de- 
siga, literature and packaging - is ie« 
tydical than advertising and less likeh 

chrmfit brU ** bx d . b y "CCMion. this 
snoDld reassure shareholders. 

Abbott Mead Vickers has main 
tamed «s position as the largest ad- 
« 1 ^“pany in the tlX^ and i« 
Jjkety to stay that way for a whflt^New 
business went well in 1997 with it! 
company winning contracts’ with a!^ 

HJp a !hare * 

«Wp, valutag the sroup at£29ta TV? V 
puts in on a multiple of 
mo** lower than^a™, but 

Worth apunL of ils Peere. 
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Erm, here’s a piece of Euro-fudge to chew on 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE PANTOMIME 
OF QJJALIFY1NG FOR 
EMU, PROPOSALS TO 
REGULATE UTILITIES, 
THE DILEMMA OVER 
RAILTRACK. AND 
ARGOS'S MAKEOVER 


BACK in (he 3970s Britain was the bas- 
ket case of Europe. Rigid labour markets, 
an overwee ning state sector, high inflati on 
and a tax ai»] spend mental! ty. You name 
it, we had h. Then Mzs Thatcher came 
along and die painful process of read- 
justment b^aiL Just a&tteeqxrinKnl was 
about to succeed she was hired into the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism. Ttoo yeais lai- 
erTbatctenxHnicswas dead and theooun- 


dimb back to recoweiy only began the day 
Norman Lamontsai^inhispalh,&itam 

left the ERM and the pound mjderwcnt 
a competitive devahiatioro 

It is easy to see why the present govem- 


raie system. The 19905-style Britain could 
walk into Economic and Monetary Union 
tomanwbut it wfll not, indeed cannot, be- 
canse the aaxxnpanymg redaction m interest 
rates wauld Mow the fid off the economy. 

Eleven other Etiropeancoimtries have 
no such qualms, however. Yesterday they 
were duly declared fit and proper mem- 
bers of the single currency after a classic 
piece of Euro-fudge, 

The architect of the project, the Eu- 
ropean Gnmnssaan, has chosen to ignore 
the fad that two of the founder members,. 
Italy and Belgium, have debL to GDP ra-’ 
lias that make the eyes water. Urey axe 
double those permitted under the Maas- 
tricht convergence criteria. Thai spdk pain 
to the people if they are to keep within 
the limits of deficit to GDP at the same 
time as servicing their debt. 

Likewise plucky Hide Finland is being 
welcomed into the euro-fold even though 
it has not been in the ERM for the req- 


triske two year period whereas the Swedes, 
who do not want to be in the first wave 
anyway, are not being admitted because 
they are not ERM members at alL 

Gordon Brown reasserts that Britain 
has no intention of re-joining the ERM. 
Brussels meanwhile talks lough about 

membership being a necessary pre-cursor 
to joining the single currency. 

But as yesterday’s pantomime shows, 
qualifying lor entry depends more on 
having the pniiuVai wiB than meeting the 
convergence criteria. If and when Britain 

chooses to sign up, some other fudge wQl 
be found to smooth the way. The question 
is whether* by then, it will want to join the 
sort of dub dial would hare it asa member. 

A mechanism for 
future errors . 

AFTER nine months and as maty draft ver- 
sions, the Government’s proposals for reg- 
ulating the privatised utilities have finally 
entered blinking into the daylight There 
are precious few surprises Nevertheless, the 
confirmation that Margaret Beckett is not 
about to tear up the system of incentive reg- 
ulation which governs the water, gas, elec- 
tricity and telecoms industries pul a spring 
into share prices yesterday. 

As in so many other areas of policy, the 
realities of office make it hard to deliver 
on the rhetoric while in opposition. Old 
Labour would clearly have laved to settle 
some scores with the privatised utility 
bosses by squeezing them until the pips 
squeaked. New Labour, the natural party 
of business, accepts that imperfect as the 


system may be, the best way- to improve 
the consumer's lot is to give the utilities 
an incentive to make profits. 

The Treasury's paw marks can be seen 
all over the Green Paper, particularly in 
the decision to leave the RPI-X formula 
as the basis for price regulation. But there 
is one weasel phrase that will need care- 
ful monitoring and that is the proposed 
“error correction me chanism *". The pur- 
pose of this, we are promised, is to claw 
back profits only where the wool has been 
pulled over the regulator's eyes or where 
surplus profits are made unexpectedly. 

But given the increased degree of po- 
litical control aver regulation which is ev- 
ident elsewhere in the Green Paper, 
regulators may be tempted to reach for 
the mechanism too often. 

The strings on 
Railtrack’s deal 

THE TWO LINES to plot on any graph 
of Rail track’s performance since privati- 
sation arc improvements in the rail net- 
work against share price movement. You 
do not need a trainspotier’s eye for de- 
tail to see that the latter has outstripped 
the former by a country mile. 

Shareholders have enjoyed a rollick- 
ing good ride unlike passengers as the fig- 
ures for punctuality, reliability and quality 
of service arc starting to show. 

Now Rail track is offering to make 
amends by increasing its 10-year rolling 
investment programme to £17bn and 
straighten out the bottlenecks. But the 
offer comes with strings attached - turn 


the regulatory screw further and the ex- 
tra spending will be in jeopardy. The tint- 
ing is no coincidence since the Ran 
Regulator. John Swift, wants to make life 
tougher for Rail track when acccs charges 
- the amount the train operating com- 
panies pay to use the network - arc re- 
viewed for the five-year period up to 2006 . 

Rath rack has. another cavil - that the 

current formula does not allow it to reap 

benefits from any growth in the market, the 
Cansercativo having privatised Ihc railways 
on the assumption that they would then 
stagnate. Rather than doing ad lux; deals 
such as the revenue sharing deal struck with 
Virgin Trains on the West Coast Mainline, 
Rutaack wants some mechanism buOt into 
the regime to reflect what it says could be 
30 percent passenger growth and a trebling 
of freight traffic over the next decade. 

AD in bD, the rcgulalmaixi hispohticaJ 
master John Prescott are in an awkward 
spot. Tbeir beans, may tell them to punish 
Raihrack's shareholders for having enjoyed 
a free ride but their heatfc wfli ctmdtkk* this 
is not the best means of achieving a 
modern railway. The clincher may be Mr 
Prescott's dependence on Railtrack to 
rescue the Channel Tunnel Rail Link and 
modernise the Thhc. No wonder Sir Bob 
Horton’s beaming features are even more 
noticeable on the footplate than usual 

First taste of 
Argos’s defence 

FOR A retailer that never seems to have 
moved out of the 1970s, Argos has sud- 
denly come over all designer trendy. 


tetrad of its usual grey presentations the 
company yesterday hired the London 
Weekend Television studios In regale 
audiences with its new retail strategy. 
There were lots of yellow kettles and 
bright red vacuum cleaners everywhere 
and, up on the podium, new chief exec- 
utive Stuart Rose was reading from his 
autocue with all the aplomb of a seasoned 
Oscars presenter. Amazing what a hos- 
tile bid can do. 

Bui strip away the gloss and the key- 
issue is how much Argos’ new “VTSton’’ will 
add to the share price compared to the 
cash offer Great Universal Stores has 
tabled. 

Certainly, much of yesterday s think- 
ing was common sense and is what GUS 
would probably do given the chance. 
Spending £5m on giving the stores and cat- 
alogue a makeover to make them more 
user-friendly seems sensible. Adding u 
wider range of goods - including more at 
higher price points - increases consumer 
choice. And selling additional lines such 
as greeting cards, wrapping paper and 
videos in the stores could add exu-a 
revenue. 

The this is surely just the appetiser. The 
real meat will come next week with the 
defence document. Mr Rose has pledged 
to increase margins by’ a full percentage 
point over two years. On some calculations 
this could add over 70p to the share price. 
The promise of a special dividend next 
week could turn what has been a dull bid 
into a decent fight. Bui Argos is still reiv- 
ing on its shareholders making a leap uf 
faith. And it will take more than a slick 
presentation to get them on hoard. 


Barratt hits at housing policy 


By Andrew Yates 


FRANK EATON, chairman 
of Barratt, one of the largest 
housebuilders in the country, 
yesterday launched a stinging 
attack on the Labour Govern- 
ment. He accused Tony Blair, 
the Prime Minister, of ignoring 
the needs of first-time buyers 
by continuing to reduce the 
level of Miras, the tax relief on 
mortgage payments. 

Mr Eaton said yesterday. 
“The Government & discrimi- 
nating against the first-time 
buyer. If this continues it will 
force more young people into 
renting instead of . home 
ownership.” 


Barratt is calling on Labour 
to provide more subsidies for 
first-time buyers. It believes the 
five interest-rate hikes since 
Labour came to power will 
have a particularly damaging 
effect on less affluent parts of 
the countxy. 

The company also criticised 
the current planning system, 
which it believes is in desperate 
need of an overhanL Planning 
permission can be delayed for 
at least 12 months in some 
cases. "The Government has 
foiled to tackle the pianmqg sys- 
tem, which has broken down,” 
Mr Eaton said. A shortage of 
land has seen prices soar.ty a 
quarter wertbe last 12 months. 


The outburst came as Bar- 
ratt warned that the housing 
market was likely to slow this 
year after a rapid period of 
growth. Barratt said current 
bouse sales were the highest the 
group had seen for more than 
a decade, prompting compar- 
isons with the houring boom of 
the 1980s. 

The strong housing market 
helped the group achieve a 
38 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to £34. lm last year, 
thanks to a 10 per cent rise in 
prices in the South-east, where 
Barratt has chosen to concen- 
trate Its new investment 
... , However, Mr Eaton warned 
the price of new homes in Lon- 


don and the Home Counties 
vrouk) come off the bool thisyear, 
rising by around only 3 or 4 per 
cent. Barratt also believes that 
the strong growth in the South- 
east is unlikely to ripple out to 
the rest of the country. Accord- 
ing to the group, the housing 
market in the North of England 
is likely to remain relatively de- 
pressed wito prices edging up by 
2 or 3 per cent this year. 

Barratt now builds 45 per 
cent of its houses in the South 
of England and that proportion 
will continue to rise. 

The group plans to sell 8,000 
houses this year and is on track 
to meet its target of lUJpOsaJes . 
in the year 2000. Building costs 


rose 2 per cent bst year as wage 
pressures from contractors sub- 
sided. Barratt forecasts a 3 per 
cent rise thisyear. 

Mr Eaton yesterday moved 
to strengthen the group’s board 
by appointing David Pretty, 
the chairman of Bnrrnlt's 
Southern Region, as managing 
director. The management 
shake-up comes after Sir 
Lawrie Barratt, the group's 
former chairman, took a back 
seat role at the group by retir- 
ing as chairman last November 
to become life president. 

The results beat analysis' ex- 
pectations, causing Barratfs 
shares to rise 13p to 319p. 

Investment column, page 24 


Barings shake-up 
may hit 200 jobs 


By Lea Paterson 


ENG Barings is to dose its 
emerging markets equity deriv- 
atives division. The division em- 
ploys around 200 people, most 
of whom are based in London. 

ING - the Dutch bank which 
rescued Barings after the Nick 
f iPespn l yanrial — said yesterday 
that hot all 200 equity deriva- 
tives staff would lose their jobs. 
The bank declined to give fur- 
ther details of the number of the 
jobs at risk, although a source 
said “the majority” of the em- 
ployees would probably be let 
go over the coming months. 

The decision to close the 
emerging markets equity de- 
rivatives division follows a 
three-month strategic review, 
according to a memorandum 
distributed to staff on Tuesday. 

ING Barings is not with- 
drawing completely from the eq- 
uity derivatives buriness- it win 
continue to run an operation out 
□f Amsterdam. 


In the staff memo, Aryan 
Matbram, ING Barings’ chief 
executive, tried to reassure staff 
that the group was committed 
to corporate and investment 
banking, saying recent con- 
cerns had been “unfounded”. 

It had been rumoured ING 
Barings was oonskiering pulling 
out of investment banking al- 
together, and tension within the 
bank was heightened after cuts 
in the bank's Latin American 
and Asian divisions last month. 

The latest cuts reflects the 
group's decision to focus on 
Western Europe and the US. 
ING Barings is to restructure its 
business into three divisors: eq- 
uitiestfnvestment banking; trea- 
sury; and emerging markets, 
high-yield debt and derivatives. 

Jeremy Palmer will head up 
the equitiesfinvestmem banking 
division. Richie Prager and 
Jose Berenguer will be co- 
heads of emerging markets, 
high-yield debt and derivatives 
and Ted de Vries wfll head up 
the treasury division. 



*Our Corporate Bond PEP could give 
you a higher tax-free income. 
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Trade unions attack Midshires 
decision to reject RBS bid 

TRADE UNIONS yesterday urged Birmingham Midshires to re- 
think its decision to reject Royal Bank of Scotland's bid of be- 
tween £605m and £630m. The board of Midshires said on Tuesday 
it could not recommend the bid and urged Royal Bank to release 
it from an exclusivity agreement that stops it talking to other bid- 
ders. Halifax has offered £780m, giving members an extra £150 
each in windfall payments. Unlike Royal Bank, which guaran- 
tees that jobs and brandies wfll be kept for three years, Halifax 
has made no such pledges. Rob MacGregor, assistant secretary 
of Bifu, the finance union, said: “Jobs and services must be the 
central issue - not the size of payout to members. It’s important 
that Birmingham Midshires thinks again.' 1 

Ofgas backs doorstep selling 

PEOPLE who change their gas supplier find doorstep selling “useful 
and informative’’, Ofgas, the gas industry regulator, said. Ofgas 
said a Mori survey of householders in phase 2b of gas competi- 
tion (Kent, East and West Sussex) found that 83 per cent of those 
who had switched to a new supplier had been contacted on the 
doorstep. The survey found price was the main reason for switching. 

Rexam delays payout 

REXAM, the packaging products group, has delayed paying a 
final dividend to shareholders for another 12 months in order 
to get round the abolition of advance corporation tax (ACT) in 
April 1999. Rexam has a surplus ACT on its balance sheet of £23m 
which it is “anxious to utilise” before ACT ends. It proposes de- 
ferring the final 1997 dividend until next April and enhancing it 
by 8.7 per cent to 6L5p for late payment. 

Vaux offers £20m for Manor 

VAUX Group, the regional brewer and hotelier, has made a rec- 
ommended offer to buy Manor Hotels for a total of £20m, in- 
chiding£3m of debt and net current liabilities. Manor owns three 
hotels with 267 bedrooms, in Ipswich, Norwich and Old Harlow. 
Manor’s turnover in the year to 31 December was around £9m. 

Sears forms joint venture 

SEARS Financial Services, the store card unit of retail group Sears, 
has formed a joint venture company with Equifax , the US trans- 
actions processing company, to develop credit card and acre card 
processing services in the UK The joint venture wfll be 51 per 
cent owned by Equifax and 49 per coat by Sears Financial Services, 
known as SearsCard. It will nse SearsCard’s established business 
base to offer processing services to third parties in the UK 1 

Go-ahead for Bass pub sale 

MARGARET BECKETT, the President of the Board of Trade, 
has decided not to refer the proposed acquisition by Punch Tkvems 
Investments of 1,428 pubs from Bass to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Norweb develops DPL 

NORWEB DPL, the joint venture of Northern Telecom and United 
Utilities' unit Norweb Communications, has signed agreements 
with 10 international utilities which have committed themselves 
to proceeding with initial market deployment of. Digital Power- 
Line technology, Norweb said the potential market for DPL is more 
than 35 million homes in seven European and Asian countries. 


Former BZW chief earned 
£5m for 13 months’ work 


By Lea Paterson 

THE FORMER head of 
investment banking at Bar- 
clays benefited from a package 
worth almost £].5m last year, 
taking his total benefits for 13 
months work at the bank to 
more than £5m. 

The 1997 package made 
Bill Harrison - formerly chief 
executive of BZW, Barclays’ in- 
vestment banking arm - Bar- 
days' highest paid director for 
the second year in a row. 

Barclays’ annual report, post- 
ed to shareholders yesterday, 
revealed Mr Harrison received a 


basic salary of 1250,1X10 in 1997 
as well as a payment of £946,000 
hugely relating tn his departure 
from the bank last October. Bar- 
days also contributed £275jQ00to 
Mr Harrison's pension. 

Next week, the former 
BZW chief will also be able to 
exercise 132304 share options 
granted to him in 1996. At cur- 
rent market prices, Mr Harri- 
son's options are worth around 
£I.Im. 

Mr Harrison - who joined 
the bank in September 1996 - 
leagued his post just 13 months 
later after the Bardays board 
decided to put BZW*s equity 


and corporate finance busi- 
nesses up for sale. 

In 1996. the former BZW 
chief received a package worth 
.almost £3m. 

Martin Taylor, Barclays' chief 
executive, received £7383 XXI in 
salaries and bonuses last year, a 
fall of 10 per amt. Mr Taylor was 
provisionally awarded £238.000 
of shares under the bank's “ex- 
ecutive share award scheme" - 
this is a deferred award which 
can be partially collected in 
2001. He also Has been provi- 
sionally awarded 35,000 share 
options under the bank's longer- 
term incentive scheme. 
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Water stocks rise as DTI plans are revealed 


takjng stock 


SHIRE pharmaceuticals, 


MARKET REPORT 



PETER THAL LARSEN 


It was hardly the response the 
Government hoped for. On 
the day Margaret Beckett, the 
President of the Board of 
Trade, unveiled the Govern* 
mem’s consultation paper on 
the future of utility regulation, 
stocks in the water sector 
soared. Not quite the con- 
sumer-friendly message that 
the spin doctors would have 
wanted to send. 

In fact, the two events 
were not directly linked. The 
gushing water shares seemed 
to stem from a presentation 
to analysis by Thames Water 
on Tuesday, which played 
down fears that the entire 
sector was beading for a big 
confrontation with the regu- 
lator over the nest price re- 
view. 

Thames Water put on 28p 
to l,028p, while Anglian Wrter 
ended the day up 24p at 930p. 
Hyder gained ISp to 977.5 p 
and Severn Trent was ISp 
better at 1028p. 

Multi-utility United Utili- 
ties gained ground on the 


same factors, as well as the 
news that it had formalised its 
joint venture with electronics 
group Nortel to develop a 
technology which allows elec- 
tricity wires to cany tele- 
phone calls and internet 
traffic. The shares gained 26p 
to 881p. 

Meanwhile, other electric- 
ity and gas shares took the 
news that the Government 
wants to merge their respec- 
tive regulators -Offer and Of- 
gas - in their stride. BG, toe 
most heavily regulated arm of 
the former British Gas, shaded 
0.25p to317-75p. 

Of the few remaining elec- 
tricity firms Southern Electric 
dipped 5.5p to538p while Na- 
tional Power finished down 
14p at 571p and POwerGen 
gave up 6p to S04p. 

The Footsie continued to 
pause for breath after the 
headlong rush towards the 
6,000 mark chat marked most 
of the first quarter. Having 
seen their year-end forecasts 
for the index smashed within 


weeks, most equity strategists 
are advocating caution as they 
decide where shares wUl head 
next Despite briefly edging 
above 6,000 in the morning, 
the Footsie ended the day 
down 15.9 points at 5967.8. 

One notable casualty was 
Carlton Communications, 
which dipped 25p to 460p on 
a downgrade by NatWest. 
Analysts reckon first-half 
figures from Michael Green's 
media group will suffer from 
lower profits in Broadcast 
Television and a downturn on 
the Vision and Sound Products 

side. 

The broker has also slashed 
its valuation of British Digital 
Broadcasting, Carlton’s joint 
venture with Granada, to 
£200m from £920m on fears 
that programming costs will 
rise. 

A “buy” recommendation 
from Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson lifted shares in Boots 
14.5p to 932.5. An upgrade 
from the same broker also 
boosted Sage, toe accounting 


software group, which put on 
15p to 13525p. 

Cable & Wireless dialled a 
16_5p gain to 754p on ru- 
mours from France that it is 
abouL to sell its stake in 
French mobile operator 
Bouygues. Selling the holding, 
which is estimated to be worth 
about £600m, would go a long 
way to realising the £lbn of 
disposals targeted by CAW’S 
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chief executive, Dick Brown. 

The bubble of bid specu- 
lation burst on hotels and bet- 
ting group Ladbroke, which 
tumbled 16p to 342p. Rail- 
track’s £l7bn investment pro- 
gramme got the thumbs up 
from the market, with the 
shares steaming ahead 43 5p 
tol.033.5p. 

Capital Radio tuned into 
an 18p gam to 70Gp ahead of 
City briefings nest week. The 
company is preparing to 
update analysts on toe 
performance of its restaurant 
division. The stock suffered 
last year after Capital bought 
the My Kmda Thwn restaurant 
A»in, but has risen by 40 per 
cent so for this year. 

Savoy A shares continued 
their retreat as the chances Of 
a bid for the hotel group 
emerging in the- near future 
receded. They dosed down 
135p at l,665p, having peaked 
at ISS7.5p a few days ago. 

Vickers, in the process of 
selling its Rolls-Royce luxury 
car unit, finned 7.5p to 233p 


as Volkswagen confirmed it 
had put in a bid. Catalogue re- 
tailer Argos fired another 
salvo in its. defence - against a 
570p a share hostile bid- from 
rival GUS, and was rewarded 
with a 13p share price hike to 
620p. GUS eased 2p to 777p. 

A stronger-than-expected 
set of final results from House 
of JEVaser boosted the shares 
14.5p to 170p. Less than six 
months ago, they peaked at 
ZZ8.5p. 

Shares in supermarket 
group Somttfidd dipped 2p to 
343-5p as Dairy Rum, the 
Hong-Kong based food re- 
tailing outfit, confirmed that 
it had placed its 11 per cent 
stake, pocketing a cool $279m 
(£167m) in the process. 

Upbeat figures from Bar- 
rett, the country's largest 
housebuilder, pushed its 
shares up 13p to 319p and gave 
the.rest of the sector a fillip- 
Boris Homes pot an 6pto 270p 
while minnow Linden, also 
reporting results, added 13p to 
199-5p. 


[J^Sgloom over the biotech 
^rw*toa45.Spris*to 
409p. Shire cleared a stock 
overhang by completing a 
global share offering which . 

jnduded listing on 

the US market for hi-tech 
stocks. Shire offered 21 
million shares at 343p, 

raising £72m. In the past 

year; toe shares have soared 

fey dose to 90 per cent. 


OVER on AIM, hotel minnow 
Peel Hotels added 7p to 

97.5p. The project, which 

owns the Bull Hotel is 
Peterborough, has had a 
better reception than the 
last time Robert Peel 

ventured on to the stock 
mar tot as chief executive of 
Thistle Hotels. There he was 
forced out by institutional 
shareholders after a 
disappointing share price 
performance following 
flotation. But shares in Peel 
Hotels have risen by 60 per 
cent since coming to the 
market at60-5p a week ago. 
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Listening to whingeing exporters 
is no way to run an economy 



man ufacmringcwipw has been 
flat, not plummeting, and em- 
ployment in industry has been. 


The history of £/DM since 1970 

DM fc}£1 


DIANE 

COYLE 

ON UK INDUSTRY 
AND THE REAL 
EXCHANGE RATE 


1 > 


THERE is doom and despon- 
dency anywhere you look in 
British manufacturing. The 
Eeyore tendency, never far 
from the surface, is wallowing 
in the gloom cast by the shadow 

of the strong pound. Some 
commentators have started to 
compare the current rise in 
sterling to the appreciation 
triggered by tight policy in the 
early 1980s. 

In a note this week, Michae l 
Saunders of Salomon Smith 
Barney, the investment bank, 
makes this link. He notes grimly 
that the manufacturers which 
survived the 1981-82 recession 
were leaner and fitter, but there 
were so few of them that output 
did not regain its 1978 level un- 
til 1987. You could get five 
German marks for your pound 
in 1981 compared with just over 
DM3 now. But British mflatirwi 
has been so much higher than 
overseas inflation in the inter- 
vening period that the real ex- 
change rate is now approaching 
the same level as in 1982. 

The same arguments about 
an overvalued exchange rate 
were deployed by industry in 
1991-199Z before the pound 
was driven out of the exchange 
rate mechanism. There were 
trebles all round among the 
captains and sub-lieutenants of 
industry after “Black Wednes- 
day”, celebrating what in any 
other country would have been 
seen as a national economic 
humiliation. 

So far this time around . 


nessmen say the rate 

deeds to fan back tosonxtbing 
like DM2.60 - a 15 per cent 
drop from its current level — if 
catastrophe is to be averted. In- 
the past three months the first 
actual evidence backing their 
claim has emerged, with falling 
esport volumes and a widening 
trade d eficit. 

There is no question that an 
overvalued exchange rate 

Causes economic pain and is 

something that exporters might 
reasonably want to avoid. What 
is less reasonable, in the ««« of 
OK pic, is thgfae* that the com- 
plaints about an overvalued ex- 
change rate recur, every five 
years despite the fact that the 
pound has fallen sharply in 
value Over the years. It has in- 
deed fallen much less in zeal 
terms boi this is in large part be- 
cause the constant nominal de- 
preciation is counteracted by 
British infla tion remaining 
higher than overseas inflatio n. 
The inflation problem is itself 
fed by devaluation, which raises 
import prices and tends to feed 
into a vicious curie of higher 
wage and price inflation. 

This is no way to run an 
economy. Although they have 
complained from time to time, 
it is impossible to imagine Ger- 
man busmesses whingeing con- 
stantly, Britisb-style, because of 
the strong mark. Quite the re- 
verse: German businessmen 
have seen a strong mark as a 
vote of confidence in the 
strength of the economy and its 
manufacturing base. 

The difference in attitude 
can be explained by different 
business strategies. According 
to a report published earEer this 
week by the Employment Pol- 
icy Institute, many British com- 
panies opt to “pile ’em high and 
sell ’em cheap”. This can be a 
completely rational choice for 
firms with a low-income cus- 
tomer base and unsatisfactory 
industrial relations or work- 
place structures. What’s more, 
it b a deep-rooted strategy. In . 
his marvellous history of the 
post-^&tf Labour government, ' 
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Afeiw Again , Peter Hennessy 
quotes Keynes’s damning April 
1945 assessment of British 
industry: 

“When it . cranes to making 
a shirt or steel billet ...we have 
to admit ourselves beaten by 
both the dear labour of Amer- 
ica and the cheap labour of Asia 
or Europe ... If bysenne sad ge- 
ographical slip the American air 
force (it is too late now to 
hope for much from the enemy) 
we re to destroy every fectory on 
the North-east coast and in 
Lancashire; at an hour when the 
directors were sitting there and 
no one else, we should have 
nothing to fear." 

What more telling comment 
on the performance of British 
management over the past 50 
years could there be than to 
note that “Europe” would now 
count with America as a dear- 
labour, high-value producer 
while the UK would not? At no 
point in the past half century has 
the great mass of British busi- 
ness made an effort to switch 
from the low-skill, low-value 
track that means exports have 
fo compete an price akme to the 
high-skill, higfa-vahie track that 
would make quality some de- 
fence against an exchange rate 
appreciation. It is, sadly, still 


very true that the strong pound 
makes it much harder for 
British companies to compete 
in overseas markets because so 
many have only the one string 
to their competitiveness bow. 
They have reacted as they nor- 
mally do: first art profit margins 
on exports; second, complain. 

If it were easy to change 
strategies, more firms would 
have done so. Clearly, a web of 
economic, institutional and cul- 
tural factors has trapped Britain 
in its bottom of the market 
niche. Successive governments 
have identified the problem 
without being able to solve ft. 

. Does that make it necessary 
now for the Bank of England to 
alter course and cut interest 
rates? Absolutely not - 

For one thing, Lhe link be- 
tween the exchange rate and 
fiscal or monetary policy is 
simply not as mechanical as 
most people seem to imagine. 
A cut in interest rates, or an 
easier Budget, might even have 
boosted the pound if the fi- 
nancial markets concluded that 
looser policy now would mean 
much tighter policy in future. 
Besides, a lot of the reason for 
sterling's appreciation lies in the 
weaker stale of the continental 
economies and the approach of 


economic and monetary union 
(EMU), both outside the con- 
trol of the Bank or the Chan- 
cellor. 

' More important surely, is it 
worth trying to avoid going 
through lhe same old loop once 
again? For the first time in a 
generation we have in place 
macro-economic policies that 
justify a strong and stable 
exchange rate. The pound will 
fall from its current giddy level 
at some point this year be- 
cause an emerging balance of 
payments deficit reflects the 
momentum of inflationary pres- 
sure in the economy. And by the 
end of the year German interest 
rates will have to dimb because 
of the approaching start of the 
single currency. 

But a nearly right level of in- 
terest rates in the UK and a 
tough Budget do mean this 
cycle will be more muted than 
previous ones. Then it wQl be 
up to exporters themselves to 
figure out how best to compete 
in a stable world where a de- 
predation of the pound does 
not come to. the rescue once 
every business cyde, only for Its 
benefits to be whittled away 
within five years by the resulting 
inflation. 

d.coyle@indqjendfnLco.uk 
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AS I forecast a couple of weeks ago, 
Jon Moynflmn has split his role as chairman 
and chief executive of PA Consulting Group 
by appointing a new chief executive. The new 
man is Jeremy Asher, a 39-year-old Harvard 
MBA. 

Mr Mqynihan, you wiD recall, fell out with 
the majority owners of the PA Consulting 
Group, the Buttcn Ihist, and “resigned”. 

He im-resigned hefore Christmas after lhe 
Trust agreed to share more of RAs income with 
current employees. 

In fact, Mr Mqynihan continued to work 
for PA throughout the tiff. 

PA had commissioned headhunters to find 
a successor for Mr Moynihan, and this money 
was unwasted when beriedded to stay, since 
they picked Mr Asher. 

Mr Asher trained as a consultant but has 
spent most of his career in the ofl industry. 
He recently helped buy and recommission 
Mobil’s oil refinery in Wlhelmshavtrn, a vast 
facility with over 1,000 employees. Now he has 
disposed of his oil interests and will concen- 
trate on growing PA. 

Despite Mr Asher’s comparative youth it 
is unlikely that he will be overawed by Mr 
Mqynihan, a man known for not being a 
blushing introvert. 

Mr Asher says: “1 haw every confidence 
that Jon and I can take PA forward to 
achieve even greater heights in the consult- 
ing industry.” 

THE BID battle for Eastern Electricity 
between the two American rivals, ParifiCorp 
and Texas Utilities, may be of help to an 
environmental campaign to save the Norfolk 
Broads from a new infestation of electricity 
pylons. 

That hi the hope of “Operation QearSky”, 
a grass roots campaign launched eight months 
ago with the aim of preserving an area of out- 
standing natural beauty. 

“Specifically, we want to convince the East- 
ern group to bury the electricity cables from 
BelHngton to the south side of Hardley 
Floods in rural Norfolk, rather than replace 


UJGOIBtJliBW™— 

mdons carrying twice the number of cables, 

as it has proposed,” says the group. 

Brian Clarke, a spokesman for the cam- 
paigners and a local resident, says they have 
been trying to convince Eastern to bury the 
cables for the last two-and-half years, ever 
since the company proposed an upgrade of 
services to the Suffolk coast. 

accept that the lines have to be up- 
graded, but not their arguments about cost 
Sid impact on the area,” says Mr Clarice. The 
new pylons wfll go through two areas desig- 
nated as of special sricntific interest, for 
example 

So oow the locals have tried writing to the 
American companies to see what their atti- 
tude is. Both PadfiCorp and Tbms Utilities 
pnWsh huge lists of environmental pledges 
and achievements but neither has replied to 
Operation OearSky yet. 

The campaigners are urging Eastern 
shareholders to vote in favour of the bidder 
most ady to bury the cables but it’s not dear 
which one this is. Over to you. guys. 

VvnjJAMChamtey, a corporate lawyer with 
Simmons & Simmons, proved recently that de- 
votion to the deal is everything. 

According to LtgalJBusiness magazine, Mr 
Chamley was injured in a car crash in Janu- 
ary involving a horse box, but still managed 
to drag himself from a hospital bed to advise 
his diem, Raines Daily Foods. 

Mr Chamley was found staggering out of 
his car after it had turned over at least twice, 
the mag says. He lost consciousness soon after 
and came to in hospital. Mr Chamley had to 
wear a neck brace after suffering multiple 
fractures of his vertebrae. 

The problem was that Mr Chamley had 
promised Raines he would be there through- 
out negotiations for the sale of their business 
to Yopiait Dairy Crest for £66m. 

The deal was due to dose in 10 days’ time. 
Against doctors' orders, the intrepid lawyer 
started working from his hospital bed, and the 
deal went through. 

I suppose it gives a new, less pejorative, 
meaning to the phrase “ambulance chaser”. 

THE LATEST refugee from UBS only 
joined the recently merged investment 
bank last September. BOI Smith, global head 
of equities research at UBS. only left Bar- 
days last autumn, and is returning to take 
charge of its new savings and investment 
grouping. 

Mr Smith, an actuary with a maths degree, 
was until September deputy chairman of Bar- 
clays Asset Management, and before that 
deputy chief executive of BZW Equities. 

Martin Tbytor has reorganised Barclays so 
that from next Wednesday all retail opera- 
tions will be part of a Retail Financial 
Services division, whose chief executive will 
be John Varley. 

Mr Smith will report to Mr \foriey when 
the former joins on 6 April, and the savings 
grouping will include Bard ays Life, Global 
Mutual Funds, BarclayTrust and Barclays 
Property Investment 
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The heavyweight division doesn’t seem to be going anywhere 


ONE thing about boxing upon which 
observers of my vintage are fully in 
agreement is that the heavyweight 
division has not been in worse shape 
since Floyd Patterson held the undis- 
puted championship. 

If this seems a bit hard on Pat- 
terson who defeated Archie Moore 
for the vacant title 42 years ago, and 
took it back from Ingcmar Johans- 
son before a one-round loss to Son- 
ny Liston, he is stuck with the feel 
of being sent over 21 times in 13 
championship contests. 

Because of disadvantages in 
weight and punch resistance Patter- 
son would be no less vulnerable to- 
day biit the comparison is not 
between now and the time of his frag- 
ile ascendancy. It is with the era that 


followed, one referred to as the 
“Golden Era" of heavyweight betting. 

There are plenty of names to sup- 
port (he belief that the division has 
never been better represented than 
it was in the ’60s and 70s by such no- 
table champions as Muhammad At; 

Joe Frazier, George Foreman and 
Larry Holmes. The supportin g cast 
of Ken Norton, Jimmy Yo ung , 
Earaie Shavers and others provided 
plenty of excitement, too. 

In generational conflict it is 
probably felt that older sportswrit- 
ers are naturally perverse, and ad- 
miration is wrung from us only by 

the supreme artistry of a parti aiiar iy 
good performance. But the present 
parlous state of affairs entities us to 
suppose that no sporting enterprise 


has gone into greater decline than 
heavyweight boxing. 

Mike Tyson remains the most 
marketable figure in the division but 
is under suspension by the Nevada 
boxing authorities holding so guar- 
antee that his licence win be restored 
this summer. Tyson, who is also in- 
volved in an attempt to split from 
Don King and his co-managers, 
John Home and Rmy Holloway, has 
no more than a couple of contests 
left and may already be finished. 

With no clear prospect of a uni- 
fying contest between the leading ti- 
tle-holders, Evander Holyfield 
(World Boxing Association and In- 
ternational Boxing Federation) and 
Lennox Lewis (Wbrld Boxing Coun- 
cil) there is now the squalid possi- 



KEN JONES 


bflity that Foreman and Holmes will 
be resurrected to meet in the year 
of their 50th birthdays. 

Thought up as a pay-per-view 
event by Harold Smith, who served 
time for embezzlement, it could be 
worth $I0m (£6 .2m) to Foreman 
against $4m for Holmes. “If they 


come up with the money m do it," 
Holmes said this week. 

News like that adds to the frus- 
tration felt by Lews as he prepares 
to makea mandatory defence of the 
WBC crown against Shannon Brig- 
gs in Atlantic City on Saturday. 
“Briggs definitely wasn’t on my 
agenda," Lewis said. “Tb prove you 
are the best you have to fight who- 
ever is thought to be the best which 
is why 1 wanted Holyfield. It didn't 
happen so I’ve just got to keep go- 
ing until the situation changes." 

Briggs got his chance through a 
controversial points decision over 
For eman last November. Briggs 
said that Foreman’s jab was the 
stiffest he has felt. “Yet,” said Lewis. 

The lowest point in Lewis’s ca- 


reer came in September 1994 when 
he lost the WBC title to Oliver Mc- 
Call on a second-round knockout 
“Looking back, that defeat toroed 
things around for me,* he added. “It 
got me together with Bmanual Stew- 
ard and he’s taken off the rough 
edges. Losing to McCall took a great 
wight off my shoulders. It gave me 
a differeatattitude. Tdlost focus. Bat 
I thought, *1 can’t go out like this’.” 
Lewis’s last three victories were 

over MflCaH, who didn’t want to fight, 
Hemy Akmwande, disqualified for 
hotdxng, and Andrew Gctota, who of- 
fered no opposition when knocked 
put in the opening round. 

Lewis did not take ex- 
ploit McCall’s obvious disbevehnent 
and matte no’ great effort to shake 


up Akinwande he is stfll stnvmg to 
make a reputation in the United 
States- “Unfortunately, none ot 
those guys, Golota inducted, per- 
formed the roles I wanted from them 
or that the public wanted,” besaid. 

Trouble is that the heavyw eight d i- 
vision, ridden as ever with promo- 
tional intrigue, doesn’t appear to be 
going anywhere. This week, Lewis 
versus Briggs, who may, or may not, 
be a credible contender. In June, 
Holyfield must face the discremted 
Atrinw ande in defence of the WBA 
title before putting up the 1BF crown 
onomet anonymous \hughn Bean. 



come along. It had better happen 

odieiwiseheavywei^bQriDgwfll be- 
come a belly laugh or nothing. 



Venus Williams hits a forehand during her win over Italy’s Silvia Farina in Key Biscayne. She now meets Martina Hingis in the semifinals Photograph: Jon Ferrery/Allsport 


Tiger stands in way of Els 


Golf 


By Andy Farrell 

in Ponte Vodra Beach. Flonda 

ERNIE ELS has the chance to 
replace Tiger Woods as the 
world No I by winning his sec- 
ond tournament in a week at the 
US Players’ Championship, 
which starts here today. 

While Woods works on 
peaking for the US Masters in 
two weeks* time, Els showed he 
is already in prime form by win- 
ning (be Bay Hill Invitational 
last week, ou [scoring Woods by 
12 strokes over the final two 
rounds. 

But Els insisted: “Tiger 
should be regarded os the best 
player in the world. I am right 


up there and there are a lot of 
other players right up there, but 
his record is awfully good. I 
think you can only judge how 
good a player he is by his per- 
formances in the big champi- 
onships like the majors and this 
tournament.*’ 

The 25th Playere tourna- 
ment has a first prize of 
$720,000 (£445,000) and one of 
the best fields of the year. Us 
only drawback is that the first 
“offidaT major of the year fol- 
lows in a fortnight. 

Thar is not a problem for 
Colin Montgomerie, who has a 
better record at the TPC at Saw- 
grass than at Augusta Nation- 
al. Monty was second to Fred 
Couples two years ago and has 
not been worse than 14th in the 


last four years. “This is as ma- 
jor a golf tournament as it 
gets,” Montgomerie said. “I 
don’t know Who classifies these 
things, but if there were five ma- 
jors this would be the fifth. 
There are certain shots that 
have to be hit on this course, 
and that plays into my hands.” 

A suggestion from John Daly 
for Woods and Fuzzy ZoeOer, 
whose crass remarks about the 
Masters champion created a 
racial controversy that is still 
rumbling, to play a practice 
round at Augusta got a cautious 
welcome from Woods. 

“It would be more of a pub- 
lic relations thing.” Woods said. 
“I wiU be getting ready for a ma- 
jor. If Fuzzy wants to get ready 
for a major with me that's fine.” 


Tollett’s crisis call 


Rugby League 


Sharks seek 
better spirit 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


JUST three weeks afterwinning 
the Uni-ball League Ttopby, 
Sheffield Sharks’ coach. Chris 
Finch, has blamed a lack of 
team spirit for a run of three de- 
feats in four games which has 
knocked them out of contention 
for the Budweiser League title. 

Sharks, who entertain sec- 
ond-placed Newcastle Eagles 
tomorrow, still have much to 
play for. though. Finch said: 
“We are frying to buDd up mo- 
mentum for the play-offs. We 
need to come up with a belter 
team spirit at the moment” 


By Dave Hadfield 


THE London Broncos plan to 
have their former player Tblsen 
TbUett bade on loan from Har- 
lequins and in their side to meet 
Wigan in the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup semi-final on Sunday. 

Tollett, a Great Britain 
tourist in 1996. joined Quins last 
October, but could return to fill 
the problem stand-off position 
at Huddersfield. 

Luke Goodwin is Cup-tied, 
Glen Air has not yet staked a 
convincing claim to the position 
and the Broncos used their 
back-row forward, Peter Gill, 
there against Hufl KR in the last 
round. 


The London chief executive, 
Tony Rea, was in negotiations 
with Tollett and Harlequins 
last night and a Broncos 
spokesman said: “We are pret- 
ty confident." 

The Leeds prop Barrie Mc- 
Dermott is to appear at a dis- 
ciplinary hearing tomorrow, 
hoping to avoid a suspension 
that would rule him out of the 
Super League season after be- 
ing sent offm a friendly at York 
last Friday. 

A delegation from the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League, includ- 
ing its former director-general, 
Ken Arthurson, is dying into 
Britain this weekend to fight 
through the courts for £400,000 
ft claims still to be owed from 
the World Grp here in 1995. 


Henmans 

confident 

advance 



By John Roberts 

in Key Biscayne 


AWEEK of outstanding tennis 
continued for Tim Henman 
yesterday when he advanced to 
the semi-finals of the Upton 

niamp in ndrijK, having left tWO 
cmre ot G ranH Slam champions 

in his wake. The confidence 
which has grown with every 

match isin ce Rwm»m arrived m 

Florida was abundant as he 
swept past the Br azilian Gus- 
tavo “GugaT Kuerten, the 
Reach Opeocfaampion, 6-2,' 
6-4 in only 65 minutes. - 
Henman’s win against Petr 
Korda, the Austrafian Open 
champion and world No 2, in 
the previous round was im- 
pressive for the way the Briton 
unnerved his opponent, who 
was on the brink of rising to re- 
place Peter Sampras as the 
world No 1. That victory was 
achieved after Henman had 
made a shaky start. Against 
Kuerten, his stylish serve-and 
volley style augmented by 
shrewd play from the back 
court, riddled the Brazilian's 
self-belief from the start on the 
Centre Court 

Henman, who has not 
dropped a set so far, wfll play 
either Marcelo Rios, the No 3 
seed, who would overtake Sam- 
pras by winning the tide, or Swe- 
den’s Thomas Enqvist 
The volatile Jeff Thiango 
blames Andre Agassi for giving 
him a bad name. “He told peo- 
ple that I made him cry,” the 
Californian said on the eve of 
their quarter-final at the Liptoa 
Championships here. “That^ was 
just to by to start a bad repu- 
tation for me, I think.** 

At the time of the incident, 
during a tournament in San 
Diego, Thiango was eight years 
old, Agassi seven. Tarango was 
the winner. *Tve never beaten 
Andreis the pros;” he said. “The 
only time I beat him was the first 
time we played, in a tie-break- 
er. He got overruled on match 
point and he started crying. 

“He told a different story be- 
fore I turned pro in Livingston 
jin 3988]. He said that ] made 
him cry. I don't think he re- 
members it correctly, because 
I have plenty of witnesses that 
saw him get overruled on that 
match point" 

Whatever the rights and 
wrongs of that childhood meet- 
ing, the story is a microcosm of 


Thrango’s stormy career. The 
29-year-old’s chief claim to 
fame was his disqualification at 
Wimbledon after walking out of 
a match following a row with the 
French umpire Bruno Rebeuh, 
who was slapped by Thrango’s 
wife, Benedicte, on his way to 
the referee’s room. 

jhranpi insists that he does 

not bear a grudge against Agas- 
si for triggering a drain reaction 
of misunderstandings. “That’s 
just the way it goes,” he said. “It’s 
so long ago, who really cares? 
It was a tough match. I still re- 
member it to this day. Back then, 
nobody could hit winners. You 
just kept moonballing the ball 
back and forth. I remember him 
hitting some lobs so well that I 
was soaping my racket against 
the fence trying to get it back.” 

Agassi, a three-times Upton 
champion who has raised his 
world ranking from No 141 to 
No 31 since the turn of the year, 
has won all six of his matches 
against Thrango in straight sets 
since they started to play for 
money. 

Thrango, ranked No 61, over- 
came Yevgeny Kafelnikov, die 
No 6 seed, in three sets in the 
previous round the Russian 
smashing his racket in frustration 
at the end of the match. Tarango 
picking it up and holding it aloft 
to the crowd as a victory trophy. 

Agassi, having advanced 
- against the Spaniard Albert Cos- 
ta, 7-6, 4-6, 6-1, said he was look- 
ing forward to playing Thiango 
for the first time since Montre- 
al in 1995. “Jeff has been play- 
ing extremely we 0. He presents 
different concerns than my last 
Opponent. He doesn’t move as 
wefl as Corta, but he certainty hits 
a big ball both tides. Being a lefly, 
he hits a flat ball. I’ve got to be 
wiDing to step it up against him. 
You know, it's nice to see him do- 
ing well. He’s been working 
hard. You can tell it’s paid off" 

The latest instalment of 
Martina Hingis versus the 
Williams sisters takes place in 
the semi-finals, of the women's 
singles. The Swiss world No 1 
renews her rivalry with Venus, 
having edged through her first 
tussle with the younger Serena 
in the quarter-finals. 

• Pat Cash, the 1987 Whnble- 
don champion when be beat Ivan 
Lendl, has succumbed to a long 
list of injuries and announced he 
will retire from the game. Cash, 

32, said yesterday that he would 
announce his retirement “in the 
next couple of days”. 
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Sporting Digest 


Basketball 

NBA: Oartotw T08 IhrCMn B». Mania 86 O- 
■nto 73: San Aronta N Oarataid 85; Uah 

*R«MI*71iaMl*M«aNeuMnfH.MNV 
k^pon » ftrtwl ter. NM> IMi B> Gflkfen SIN* 

Cricket 

The International Cricket Council an- 
nounced yesterday tlw the total 
prizamonay far lha 1999 Wbrid Cup. 
to ba hett in England, w« be sm 
£0000001 wflhtha tenners receiving 
wound ESOQCOa 

Cardgen Gome the HanpsNre last 
boater who was forced to miss most 
d toto«eewnw«h a knee i^y ls con- 
fident he vrii be fuly fit when he re- 
Mr* the squad next week 
•WQLMHWI' TOUN (Id Sonera. Juft): Bn- 

botfart » iCr-oocM. 7-* 
mrteM v Sottnd (BmuqMv farry!. 11 
Jdr (Cam Hope anna* ntN v Satand 
itaaiBMuSj. IMS July brand IrtMuy 
maaJi) v Scsaand IUBhfl0 4| l 

seeow Ttsr (rati duns wjWMiy 
Iw ran ra iafcan ra m tsftwrt— i-a. 

('dTMMWDH 

ZOteABWE - HraC lortkw 377 (G J Wtttal 
R.UW UeeeMi 53, B Csining 53J 
HUORMt - Had totting* SM (Uotenrad 
wran m. UNftaq wnwd sry 
MWAWtt-arancl *■**■»» (M woaad- 
Mim 

MRSMN - BMMd range 


pran**tMtor 1 | 
SMdXnnrcMf ' 


Warn Mow not oil . 

• m aWdlalmanm ... 

Extras Sti3b Into) .. .. 

lkM(tor 7, sa« own) 

M (MQ: 3-58 3-77 4-TK> 5-08 frtST 7-06 
□MnottMCWh^rWuntak te*«aqAnnea 
Bovfng: Start O-S^KT. wwraa 

HusHe *5-1-81* Siring 
5-oaHZ _ 

Km o» fee mewt Motenra* vara 
Mm of (be Mrim: wtepr TOtm 
UqMcRBinifZHtnlSGteMIM 

Football 

The mWfleWer Andy Gregory; A and 
the striker Karl Rosa (ft raws signed 
extended contracts with Barnsley 
Kevin Keegan, the FUtwm manager, 
has taiedwah a £250000 attempt to 
ban Portsmouth* Swetfsh fitvm- 

fonaj striker Mathias Svonsson. 

The Ccncacsl Gold Cup the North and 
Central America chaiptonsl rip. wfl ax- 
pend to 12 teams and he pbyed to the 
United States in February 2000. 

TOANSreRS: Ktanm Durkan (iWdfleMert 
suftpen n M aodwi w a EttOQq. RmmH 
WdMnaon OormnQ SoutwmplBn K UMt 
Ntfl Ifen if Uor—rd) CfcW^iOiyBaw 

iHHTSS 


_ :u>bvmm ^aa 

Mbwww d W ti i nn ew... » 

«rant»emeGo«MiiiwiMM s 

MariKlNncC«TOMbatrM( 21 

uma*4cAl%mriitteMi ...m 



0 Hirt (rte Urtwanet (+% S **ZL 
fanutraKbir (UaorlWu: WBS gj fe giM 
■TiwewftBllereRFMw ffferaw uMEfer 
t. f KkJda (Sun find and C 
Mil II 811 t-ra tt H Las (Nann kwarsfi 


T We* 

M«M) R toMdHBjnUBUh 

CHfcmssreStojd 


&dMHb {Knob f-r-tj 3 and I; S Aadrae 
ard LSMOHy CCBwroN (f^ M Hh*h wxl 
IHPW. |BAWwQ«1«l(*0iWd4,8 
■aid K Gcxawy (a&odocj &o) M M 
■Nitesnd T Pmn (Lsrart<«| « 
3 to Z R H ad (Thi Mucr d ftox-fd 
PM) {4-3} bt S RoMyand S n 

Miff'} 


bifwdS^Htv 

■Ti: d wc tfiw 

fKMLaUjH OT IJ.IMIMI 

M 4 «nd?J HanM (Wnfertra) aid M 

Mdaaa (Euupan UmI t«| M L (TIw 

floral DvtfnJ axJ 0 Mc6oram (HeiSnrt ffa 
■ Wt; U LwxJraioeousyi and A SnWi (Rogij 
Mdiw i l l c ora*Q (*T) M J 9oiMm (Oeifcrti 

Ping ana C Ditffy (< 2 jndj|R 

and U Asbwrflrteha MBM 

J tlx*»r irid Q Wc»»m fl 



(EaobDO; Jnqr Gee* 

SmMMV y vi%un 

LOMfe GesM Ttnaw pndfi|U«l - 
Ctf to BigMsn fa and ol Mnoa 

Golf 

SUNNINCOALC FOURSOMES (Coabiiwd 
Imacra In bncMri Sacood mad Hm 
C am« J Hal wni H Wart 

MtaRNib Einpra W] IR M J Umby and 
G BBliMa (Moor AM (+^ M300v K Mmel 
tsrtoafct m c tavUik OtcOonMU 
m MG AnrMiiiKKdMl tOU FaUMwart (+Z 
3 end Z. A Mr md P Lafey (CM hwiwj (+S 
M S EMon icnraoa) and B Tj« (Bortavt l+O 



|Pcrfeao uW ffa2»ei;OLwdwytUdtoe» 
N^aidBPfe(WotnTS(ia}HCKanneiand 
B Oitti (Tfamdon BdIHtS 3 and a U ASM 

&Ui w* b Ounwr (HMrtto (+7 « D 

C cpn i B M i tel Mii | adJ St ai<iM«te 
FMg (+i) 2 and i: S Andmr and LSsaery 
^XwosJ(*iI«JHmifcn»ntJilPtorw0bc*- 
endon Owina) t+S S and 4; S Gamy end K 
O o dfc iy jSi&iadoq Red bt M J—aa panto 
wd T Rmo! (LaMaNI (*1l * and K R 

lW( n»Mra »< arc ane a MLjonaa (MB 

Ml ( + 2) tf S foty mi S EAM 
(tDavxJl.DMH 



M WsaWanJ and M Hio«n (Eueora Tow) 
^qttLOwmjnwfloyeiDMiiqirtfBUo- 1 
Ceram (HMOnfi j*2} i «m M Landutxr- 
BA«dftSi«i|mWWinFMe(tM 

EtJSol*r toofeBrtj Fbrh) nd C Duffy gal 
vtead M Sindt: RUn vtiMAubrrad 
tundra endGlH 
{fleMraiyaanl (4-Sac an Rtacodc ends 
gy tan n. Off) b m a ffraa 

fMQ} and 5 Downkxi (Qmtt) 1 rml 


TMU naaat Ofef Qana; HM and Mabacrih 
bt Maml and FMnMi 4 5; Ctap- 

mra ijnd Wl bt B o B«nd lo riey 8«nd8; Lana 
■ndRzinrnnoiuWTiiyeiJCManrvd 
a- U»«y and PI# bt Afen and Qulmay 7 wX 
S: nfcnar oil UWmiay bt Ttanrrti art Slav 
lord 1 Mb; Etrwon and IbMy M Won »d 
L»*J S Hdra; Bvrrat and FWwr b»HKS«r n 
MmM 4 aid » PtnmBf m mum m mti 
and Bom a and Z Banddi and wamkran M 
HiadinOHradZhoNKFmTnBrsodUanbtKIg- 
da and HM d end & Andrew and Satiny bt 
Godfrey and So dba y 4 ara 8; Mam id Aub- 
■yfbfaurb flncech ane Kayg and 7: Mm 
and Jena ta Ma cMnn on and Haa r Sadi; 
HoddtouiBndGfrntcMacsmlBandMKftan- 

zi^ifr; WMbantf Jeje* w (wyaWMMi 
Ice hockey 

tetrbwJ«y3PMtoerti2:Brfbb2CB- 
gary 0; Woeeh 4 fimaSa fc Vhneoanr 4 NV 
Bndn 3; U» AngalH 4 san Joaa 3 

Motor raring 

United States Grand Pdx, a beat Lbs 
V egas aroua is entering z tfd ta buy 
land st the end of the Lns Veggs strip 
to bJId a Formia One circuit and 
ehanx^crshipgoScowsftThejyoi^j 
add tie track wcud be used ortyonoa 
a year tor.a possfcte 8aaeon-endng 
Unted States Oand Prix. 

Pools dividends 

umEWOOOSj iMla dance 23ms 
C7B964aQ;23 EtBIBS; 2t ITtott to CBto 
HMHkna matt gt pokm rteMuifi: to 
El7VaSft>or**w*E2CrO NhwhomaaCTUa 
Fire — ays EB75 

VCT3*A=-Ba U a J aa Ka: 2apti 0454106; 21 
SUaQ:2DEB9S 

RaJfyftig 

RAUJT OF PORTUGAL BnaipnMttonra 7 C 
Mefba (G8}airauhp«a4fT2ttT*i3MBao; 


2 C Sum a*) %yo» Cordk +02Mec; 3 F 
Toyota cwta+sa;4fl8wmres5 
WMuSdJ Cafena +B31; 6 AW— rat (F»g had 
Escort 4-Bmin aosaee; 0 P Uettffltaj 8abara 
knam +as*2;7J Rrt Es- 

cort+SSBBtBG da ModutCB^ Subaru hv 
pnom +eaao:e R IUn (For) -feyotaCAai 
SKMl: 10 K HokMoyc (F*oQ SubtaufanozB 
+T1S6J SferHctMnpiooaUpataniSngs(aF- 
Mr 4rn RXBMotl^: 1 CBteriMMM 


B— Ma n w l a ct iaare afrmaoM; 1 


Snooker 

Tennis 

Unt»CHAMnoNSHIP9(ICq'atoMrw 
■fab*— K—MrabUtoOMd 
G iwiaaa«le(pnA} eeee;T EnqM| G 

nnddd mute 

rraa SA) S-r ss 7 « a Cmbfi h F8bC 
SK» 8-1 3* 6* A Aeaod (usjk A oi 


Rugby Union 

ArthonyCtemerit the fcDnrerWaBs in- 
ternational fuS-bsek, has been ^ant- 
ed a benefi math tty Swarnsa on 29 
April 

The Bench rugby union has derided 
to another two yearetoadopt 

a tnmmed-down, fuly-professiond 
The icadng dubs mat h 
yastarday and agreed to a 

f=ranchehanponsrtp<rf»cli*8spSt 
frfotHopoobri^lhsooddbewM- 
tlad (foan to a Rst Diwisfan ofiz cUs 

in two years. 

Sailing . 

WWTBRBAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
abaft MB fQua a— a, aiu ffahartfru, Bra. 
V FortLaMarMa, U^il ^Lornne lanes' 
PCawrttWftynSraiollrifcaaK&g nan 
L Sn*h HU nflaa bMM iaadK 3 kratfon 
N—mer 9fer) K Rofrfed -MM; « Snadrir 
Mridi 0*0} O Ktarttt +447; 3 fttak Cm 
(MbobboI G Mbi +5B& SO— taring 
(USt J Horn* +MR rN*t(UQ P 9U 
bhdga banal bmgy gfeftO RHafri. 
w +061; *B=6toiS*i« (Sra^ CO*u+B4 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

3 

The ntBTJber of Teamsys- 
tem Botogna players who 
played the final two mki- 
ufes of a European dub 

bastettan ciiafTpionshfo 
Pb^agaret local nvafe 

Kindw Bologna on Tues- 
day dght after the refer- 

ee threw out two startxio 

P^vora and the teaml 
enlke bench for fighting 


**3-7 ZZ “***** w 

euarta a fli taL V 

1 fl-1; A Para {So, « S,io?r^ 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

7J30 urdau oatad 

gTOfiBBHSSSr 

Sr®-’ 

™B*U MATCH; FWw. 

^gby League 

a* 

^>eedway 
Other sports 


i:. 








a • 
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Fabre and O’Brien poised 
to extend their empires 


IT IS bard to thinlr of any Flat 
racing season over the Iasi 15 or 
so years which could not in one 
way or another be described as 
a good one for Andrfi fabre, but 

the campaign which b egins on 
the blustery expanse of Town 
Moor today could turn out to be 
the finest yet for the man who 
can fairly claim to be the most 
successful trainer in Europe. 

The- best-known names in 
Newmarket might bridle at that 
description, hut th*» statistics are 
awesome. Fabre has already 
won his first Group race of the 
year, the Prix Exbury at Saint- 
Cloud earlier this mouth, to take 
his career tally of Group races 
to an astonishing total of 359. 
No other European trainer 
even comes dose. 

And there should be more to 
Fab re's season than mere num- 
ber-trundling, since the French- 
man prepares the two colls 
which most punters would nom- 
inate as the most caching in train- 
ing- In a normal March, it is 
something of an effort to grope 
back m the mind, past Chel- 


FIa± raring on turf returns to Britain today but, as Greg Wood • 
predicts, the season may be dominated by the French and Irish 


tenfami and ttai aura j nmps sftft- 

son, to find a memory of the pre- 
vious Flat season which is strong 
enough to grasp. Not so in 1998, 
however, since the mental pic- 
ture of Peintre Celebris’s victo- 
ry in the Prix de 1’Arc de 
Triompbe has survived the last 
sh months undinmnshed. 

It was not just the burst of 
speed which he produced at the 
furlong pole lo dart five lengths 
dear, but also the agflity - 
likened by some to that of a pok> 
pony - which left French and 
British spectators alike com- 
paring him to Dancing Brave, 
the winner of the race 11 years 
earlier, and even the hitherto in- 
comparable Sea Bird. 

Unlike the Brave, Peimre 
Ceiebre returns for another 
campaign, and the prospect of 
Fabre 's colt lining up in the King 
George at Ascot in JnJy wiD be 
the finest marketing tool at 
any track's disposal this year. 


Andasifcme champion were 
not enough, Fabre is also an 
even-money diance to take the 
fiia cobs’ Qassk; in Britain, the 
2,000 Guineas, with last year's 
Dewburst winner, Xaar. With his 
easy success in the event, and the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Master Beveled 
(Doncaster 1.30) 
NBsDiH a tteo 
(Doncaster 2-35) 

Dewhurst-Guineas precedent 
set by Fibre’s other recent Clas- 
sic winners, Zafomc and Pen- 
nekamp.it appears. that injury-, 
which is always passible - or an 
emergent lhrec*year-old wonder 
horse -which is rather less so - 
stand between the framer and yel 
another Group Oik winner. 


In Saturday’s Independent 
the Flat trainers nominate 
their hors'.Oi. to follow 


The second-favourite for 
the jLQQO Guineas is King Of 
Kings, whose trainer, Aidan 
OTfaien, will attempt to extend 
still further the strange sym- 
metry between his own career 
and that of his namesake, Vin- 
cent. The younger model of 
O’Brien is already installed at 
Ballydoyle, the yard which the 
great Vincent made famous, 
and he too has built a formi- 
dable reputation in the winter 
code. It is barely a week since 
Aidan O’Brien saddled the first 
two home in the Champion 
Hurdle at Cheltenham, and it 
may be little more than a month 
before he enjoys his first Clas- 
sic vicloiy in Britain. 

A more exciting prospect still 
for the Irish in general, and 
O’Brien in particular is Second 
Empire, currently favourite for 
the Derby zn June. In fact, 
some British punters may won- 
der if we w21 keep any of our 


Classics at home, and the best 
we can hope for may be the 
slightly desperate version of 
“home” which is the Dubai- 
based Godoiphin operation. 

The Godoiphin horses will 
arrive in Britain as usual just a 
few days before the Guineas 
meeting, among them Embassy 
and Cape Verdi, two of Iasi 
year’s best juvenile fiffiesL Both 
will run under the now familiar 
name of Saecd bin Suroor, the 
man who holds Godolphin’s 
training licence, but an inter- 
esting new addition to the team 
this year is David Loder. The 
Newmarket trainer will pre- 
pare 30 horses for Godoiphin, 
a boost to his team which 
prompted one existing owner to 
comment that Loder was now 
“private trainer” to the royal 
blue silks, before moving his 
own horses elsewhere. 

No-one can doubt Sbeflth 
Mohammed's eye for young 
training talent, however, and 
Loder may soon stand shoal der- 
to-shoulder with his most sig- 
nificant Newmarket neighbours. 



Fabre: Outstanding team 

A former member of the Godoi- 
phin team, however, will be 
setting out on his own. Jeremy 
Noseda was widely thought to 

have been the training brains 
behind the operation’s most 
successful season, when Lamm- 
tarra won the Derby, King 
George and Arc. After a brief 
spell in America, he is now 
hack in Britain, and while the 
Sheikh does not figure among 
his owners, he is surely the ob- 
vious trainer lo follow. 

Look out loo for another 
new arrival, in the shape of 
“showcase” races. These daily 
events - almost inevitably hand- 
icaps - wQl he beavDy promot- 
ed as pan of the British 
Horseracing Board’s strategy to 
promote betting turnover. They 
should certainly make the busi- 
ness of punting more interest- 
ing, but you can also be sure that 
it will not get any easier. 


Doncaster 


HYPERION 

1.30 Master Beveled 3.40 Russian Music 

2.05 Franco Mina 4.10 Prolix 

2-35 NAHROG1N (nap) 4.40 No Cliches 
3.10 Dartcethenlghtarway (nb) 


FORM GUDE 

There am good report* about *** Chamotte Lahb cott ftanco Irina. B1 Urnart* )u- 
wnfen are afeo worth i —p n um g - I* Potang cott King Fotey looking to rype to ap- 
.pradato any ftrtier rain There to ate a vttepv for tha Rtok Mb Hy Waattode Rjrar, hut 
Jar* Berry* PRMCtPALJTYcxxJd be the one torn actor near the Btands-efctoraLHta 
aka Colega Chape) was a efturey spenter who won a Code ft Orrery Others » note ate 
Gay KetareytoTbach Up, whom on Up And At am ana a winner of tha Cornwall and 
Ken IworyS Banringham Breeze. Selection: PRWOFRLfTY 


O A/) | DONCASTER MILE (Listed) (CLASS A) W 
£16,250 1m (round) Penalty Value £11^443 V 


GOING: Good 

STALLS: Srrajght cone - stands ride; round coma - inside; roureJ mle - outride. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

• Left-hand, pear-shaped course with tot strata 

• Come la east of the town off tha A638 (M * Juxhons 3 & «>. Bus ink from Dancutar 
Central raB station ADMISSION: CU> CIS; Grandstand £9; Femly Enclosure £3 (unctar- 
163 tree al andosuas). CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: B HUto — 31 winners tram 178 runners gives a success ratio 
of 174%; Mrs J Ramadan W ham - B9 (KH%); U Johnston 14 tom 154 P Cota 
10 ham 58 069*1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dartey 31 wins from 239 rides tfuas a success rate of 13%; 

K Fatten 2S from 210 (08%); U HBa 20 from 06 J Fortune 17 from «B (1Q8X). 

• FAVOURITES: T93 wins n €59 races (2&3%I 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hsdsqs (vteored) (205). 


j *BACX A WINNER ByTRAfff HANDICAP £5,000 

. added 3YD 1m 2f BOyds Penalty Value £4,013 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
g 

• n ana pipe wise pijOjadScandriB) Proms fi- 
ll 00Q2D- 2UmHFft3S)(AUxflRaQnBU8BUHMnB3.. 
12 0000- PETAME (100) (A H FfofcSwr) J Ameld 8 1 



42S-1 NEHtWtLmm(9rilf«BrasB7. 

eO-B BMfSUW roped 9(00} JLEyn 03 K Mon 12 SO 

t»- U)CKVD0UBm{r7S|lteanadSriiM)flfteiDn93 RHteresU 78 

420- QUMtUSp2S)(»GBdDaltetePCeriB2. TOufanl BT 

BS- TIMBLEMEED EERO (WW) (BF) (flrritaroiKl Wfo) B Meehan 8 2 _W R Staton B SB 

43800- WNSOIE(X0nQEtro(CDBate4xiiteCFMuriB1> N Remedy 11 SB 

3024 DHIATTE0 (26) pGattahWMsan) BHwtuyflB WRyeatt 00 

0042 KAffiOGM P^IBF) pGftoDeaCdnteUChanniBB- 
03631- SCENE (138) {C] (P J DccnJ M UMria 6 B„ 


1.30 


SPRING APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 
added 1m 4f Penalty Value £2,486 

flfifM TOTEM DANCER (15) (D) (Darncnd Rootf J L E)m 9 9 C 0Qrnhs2O 

30230- MYSTIC R1DQE(J56)(P Byrne) BCutay 4 P11 QRdnrp|10 

BB3-4 DPBttBUFF(7)ID)pWVted4MnBKalww781t J\WMraaD{5)8 


0050- PRODIGAL SON (IBS) fffcted I 
02004 COUNSa(2fi}(1teNFTt»sg»)KRi1*7B 


BO. 


AH*cfc*y2 M 

J Arid 7 SD 

„LChsnoek4 78 
__ C Rarer 15 B M 
.Mafia Dwyor S 88 
.DBfggaB 87 


_AMcC*fiiy{5)3 05 
JOrim 14 VIM 


2004-1 RUSSUU4RllBl(17)(D)(ALRItats4AJBnft498. 
MBtt Knia«EVDMCmroiDQteMABlte608. 


-JO P us m ya 
_j Bosley (7) 22 


53450 UAST9I HEVHED (J20) (C) (MsEJIMem) P foensBBB A SleCatlry p) 21 

30240 QWAPMO (51) (CD) (BF) (Snfcfc Ptffo) Mb G Kdbafo 597 _fll*tanp)1 

B SM5M WBmirat(1^(Plrenyn^lAitSlfli^nrenAfi7 -_ -ClMiT 

9 0048B- IMRA3M0NMAD(tffi$PSfepliBnnnftSDn}RUqr484 RWteoo(B)M 

O 03522 '6LOOMOIG AHA3NG (27} (BF) (CHSD WStophensaiJ JLBfie494 CLortherS 

it 003SB POKER SCHOOL (17} pWnMNCMtfwi 498 P MOrin (7] 17 

T2 1-1221 PRIVATE DESWTCN (21) (D)(FAdams/QPinchan)MQuhn 801 PPIfeaphyS 


e rmn miwimini i iprriAt nru] (p> [«« uyni urn) n nwim rn n 
14 50640- FAHY KJKBfT p13J (D) (P S S Lew) R Hmon B B O. 

t 40W0 LANCSI(5) (Fjon J Rwca68 1) 

V 04231 FUALrotDJPiaectyJ fearos 5 81) 

17 OOBOW NAZWF(fT4)99UD.SBBM3n}MIMtkJan 

e 35-458 llARDREW rog Ccmn) JBhn Bary 489 ILL 

e 80504 PflWAIE AUDCNCEpS) ia.5 

20 32SIK KWBW1 (2ag (S TotonoO T Donnely 8 fl 2. 


□man Hotel 19 
JP nutans (7)8 
DrixxahCmoiff p)3 

AP0K42 

____P Dobbs m 4 
: .RHarinlV 


6 00-Ct OWCroro WPHfliriBtO ta ll Moa rioy 712 

BETTING: 94 Baattav 5-1 fQoMVIgl, M Dante, 7-1 Quintas.B- 1 Dlllrite, 18 - 1 LiiclqrE)ou- 
bta.ScMM.TtsBfaUwMd Hire, 1M tarotfn, Hpa lluric, 18-1 Oountd, Pates, Wfawm Gaorga, 
20-1 no— 

W: AodeXU 8 « L Dettori 84 p Gooden) taw p) Bran 
ROHM GUIDE 

NlghA V|g0 won a hartdeap art Ihe ragtatomd alow surlsca m Uigfirid last month - the 
cok running ctear Sony from Franlao Fanari He rating it up 12b but hr* stl fflb better 
in with B— rata on nuraery form In Novwnbat D ew alan hae won twice ifoca at WoNar- 
hsanpton and has a leodng chance owr this tongortrtp n Mattoo wl be sharper tor his 
al-wsathar second to Ubm Star feat month. Danatoo was fitter men Counsai whan a 
twn-langih whiner at UngfMd tat mortfi Comae! h 5I> worn off here but could Mi play 
■ pert In the hentfc of top apprentice Adrtei McCarthy RimblMmed Hero, a aooot Aliaa 
shodkf Ha easy pond and Ms farm man* that bed eflw the dstwl second to Ttans to-' 
land M Newbury Lucfcy Double fnehad last term hy beating a Wfl ted atSatabury (71), 
but the best Mil QUINTUS, fourth -to liana bland at Newbury on his debut mftfMi 
pipped by Opera Kkig at. Doncatec He can Me m a good «dy posifion tam Ms low 


1 0*120- HB)DEMUEAD0W(T72)n(GSt»itMfMIBaUng49i TOMIW 

2 5TO0- HORNBEAM psq |K C PppWj J Jwin 4 B 6 AOKteeeBIT? 

3 1W MCOMHAWCm)|taeMnAlieteW)Bta4Btt HHBS4110 

4 SD20- HDMNCALL(1S)(LGHCCQUM4Sfi JRridl 08 

5 00506- PRMCE0FIIYHEAiirpi4(P) |GJHda|Dtad , Jo n S45B i t2 JVhmrBTOS 

6 3H04- RUSSIAN HUSK) {110} (CO) (Sew* HsMn) Ita G Mmy SB 12- .X Fata 3 TOT 

7 36045 SUBVNG (2Z) (0) Itaiun Syndctfci R Cowtl 8 9 C WRShWvo 7 8f 

B T2f4fl WTTCHDK3 HOUH pj) (Oeertay SaMss) HsJCod4B7 WRyanB 91 

-Bdadanil- 

BETTWG: 54 HhMM taritaw.3-1 Mssistt Ifuslc, 10030 la Canmnf.5-1 Homben.8-1 fttes 
01 Uy Hart, 12-1 WMfcy Hon; W Mdywi CM, 25-1 SBwfag. 

BB7: Canyon Creak 4 b 12 L Denari 74 (J Gndud) da*n Q G m 
FORM GUIDE 

Hidden Meadow won IhB Fh» Hsndcap n craekaig style on hto first outmg tat oeaswi 
w holds enoMoue thence ot detytag the SI) penttylorllieLHediKBWlnMtn Po- 
teanatYbric But the uipanebed nearer of note is IN COM MA ND, wanner of the Dewhurat 
but Cfaappo to dng when gflhtty raced tori term Anon of SaderfeWelf. In Com ma nd «xJd 
neean to somaMng Ore his best on this type of ground and rates ■ decent bet around 
tha 4-1 mark Russian Music goes wal for KkrenFaBon and, wMe the wra have el been 
on taat ground, the Fernando gaklng has a chance on tvs hareJcap win on the course 
in September. Hornbeam came to hand sarty last season with a soft -pound win at Nmr- 
tuy. a cracking thkd to Among Men ki the Jersey States neat ttne. he has not been 
rinca swiiging wide on the home tun n a strong Irendcap at Sandown ei JUy. He tales 
to hwo a better chance then the remainder, though further rail woid greatly aid Prince 
Of My Heart. Selection: M COMIATO 


4.10 


CHRIS UESACK 40TH BIRTHDAY MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £S,00O3YO 1m (straight) Penalty Vahie £3,688 

0- COOB3 BESSAG£(18B)(PADeel) JGbwr90 S D WHra7 

DEB* ONE (WS RerSh 8) PQ*»9D TttaaB 

02023- FREE ORION (142) (Aimed M) BHatfaiy 90 W Ryan 3 


o- iNCEPn(uq)(ALRiiartii4aMi0O.. 

KHALB) 0towf AMUnea) Kmd0O. 


00450 LAKBAND PRDE ^9 (0 IMnny) D Mdholi 9 0- 

220- PR0UX(ira (KAfaduM4Bta90 

80- l)GULlJO(t3q^L»d0CVMBO. 


— JDSntt{9)2 
— RCochtanaB 
_AtazGreem«10 

MMta< 

SStaanl 


0- AHSHflSq (Rlforadto) Rftbay B9 

B5- CHASETOWN CABIN (281) (Ctissaiam Lid) R Hotatiod 8 9- 
- 10 derived - 


_K0adejf5 


J3Hsydon(7)9 


somepornisa as a juvento and ooiAd f^ure V decent odds. 


SatocttonrQUNTUS 


klBdnls(5)14 
J»B«8eyp)15 
_>PFweo»13B 
J) Writes (5) IB 


ZV 46QM COBLE gi3)Kta|fonf^U^DIAd3*47U. 

22 PP800 SEAGOD(ii)|lfcCareiU(QMChBpasn77 V j 

-22 deckfixl- ... 

tfrmvn wv^Mrto.TnjBhm^we^OM Turns* CM 7M . .. 

BETTING: 94 Hauler Beveled, 154 Gabplao, 9-1 Hentboa Hrid, 9-1 BfoanbiQ Anurziafk 10-1 
ratal, 12-1 Friry Kntfrt. Rneskn Rutor, Prtwte Dieptei. U-1 Open Bril, Polar School, Tbtei 
Dencet, 18-1 Hamat KWari, MysOc Ridge, tomriri Spadri, 2D-T ten 
S97: Grisprio4 76RUulen R i34jttopi8sQ KotoiMg) drew (21) Mian 

FORM GUIDE 

Galaptoo non this off a leather weight last year but this torts a lot tougher tor hfen trif 
todayta much leglhBr handicap raifog. Adrian lACertt^rhaabeanfcTyvassfoBontheel- 
weatfaar end hie bookfog for MASTER BEVQED must be a teal pkm Thb elghfil®Bf<*» 
haent won owr thta trip before but hofc wol handfcapped on Ms backend whs h MSB 
and docent hutfle runs Iasi month with seconds to fhi Support and Red Edaar pwe 
tha knpresaton he to in the right son of heart to tafce the bea&ng. Any cut In the (pound 
would not help Opera Buff and Blooming Amaztog, but Fielry KnlgW has mi h etdt 
aramd oearthki tifo and e 5to lower today Rusetei Rider, winner of a poor rtwidan ow 
th» cfiatance « Sauttiwel after being gated would hare a squeak, whle FMel mww«f 
previous farm with Greenspan owr this Wp at ScbiBtwbJ last Gma and Ires a highly com- 
petant partner to help Private Despatch has bean in fine fam on the aB-weaBier and 
TMem Dancer wflte the mound but has a big weight to defy. 

S ele ct ion: MASTEH BEVELED 


[o ini TDTE74yS HANDICAP (CLASS B) £30^)00 S 1 
1^’ >U 1 added 5f Penalty Value E21.495 V ! 


osno- PnoroNA3IVE(ro(P)PtaB)DNfoob4nO_ 


JUKI Greaves* 109 


1EBB RREDOOC(29) K-3 (O) yNftmeonj DNcbollS 82_ Dean HcKeoen 10 - 

8001- RUDre PET (15B) (CI^ (JRsm»den)taJ Ftamsden 4911 J Fmtwe T3 ffff 

30BD- DANCER DKO i n MBWr (181) W tG ABoriay) Btahai499 JRridAIM 

08200- SHARP HAT (179) (C) (J C Sr*l< R Vtarai 497 Dam O’Neil IB 97 

00405- RASSK)NFORL^(17a)(D)(Critt)wBtefU0d9W^raiB594 K Mao 18 773 

22300 ANSmjlAN(12}(CI0(Aiwrila(VUta|JBmy893 C LoWtwr (3) 5 B WB 

00402- THE GAT FOX (mi) (D) (GWHriw)BIUI(rim491 TCktalSTW 

23930- BAWMGHAH BUDefiaB) (P) (Cram GriecqKhcry 391 IMbDwysrB 


ODOO- SPHflJHt (TOP (Tie Bflreprenaus)P Haris 98 9_ 
8000 PURECOMCK»KECt2)(D)(taAIAfoas|Gln*i3a8. 
TIE-2 STATE OF CAUTION (£2) (J C Ffsowl) D SfnrS 8 Bl. 


_G Dterid 14 TOO 

M All HB 

JFemteg 12 V 722 


2.05 


BROCKLESBY STAKES (CLASS D) £7,250 added KT| 
2YO 5f Penalty Value £5,598 

AATOUmOWNOTHMO (Bodbd Skid Ikf) H W Eatety 8 n TLocmB 

BANNWGHAll BREEZE (CreaiSriecQKIviry 811 tattateyer* 

EXECUTTVE EVBTT (T Radsy) P htetai 8 T1 J Weaver 6 

mANTOM»ttiet%fo*n)H Charm* BA A Mackey 14 

G0LDBI H£EF(M Jctieon) RH*Bhflad8n 
HADE0A (Wen Behtag Badyl PEmosBII 


KBH FOLEY (R*y SWriodO W G M tiiwSII. 
PffS MAGIC (Frartc Brady) JQoUo BB 

PMNCBWJTVltaJ*n«agnlBt)JBHTyB1l — 

5WAFFHAM P D Sari) UWEjriarby 811 

TAZ MAMA P A BenriQ M Ueede 8 11 


A McCarthy {5] 12 
~ — JFEgeiTTV 
_D McCrifti (7) 7 


JVCrihmis 
f1« 


TOUCH UP (Sheet lMConwrtasUd)lfc6GKMe«f Bit — 

CyUJCOLAOT03rriem)ireRBrirg)WKBhp8B 

CHARLENE LACY (ta Ann JmAfl A JonAs 88 

DAIIAU8 §Jem Fergueon) E Aten B 6- 


^JFnrfeneB 
— JRridS 
KUodS 


MDRUSH (J H Prtad) J Wrinwrigre B 6 . 
WESTODE FUfER (Ko*» Htenn) A Ke*MBy88- 
-171' ' ' 


J) Smenoy (3) 10 
_ClMfoernil 

.GPriftfnl 

HRtaaeria 


BETTING: 74 Frtnco Um. « PiWtari* 5-1 Ktog ft^ O-I Jbuch U p. 8-1 

1 Executive Event, 12-1 Bewkighim Bream, ta rites, M-1 Cheriem Lacy 16-1 DuxBA. Hed- 

■qe. Pipe Magic. 2D-1 Qoiden Reef, SvaOhem, 25-1 others 

W7: Bluwldtr DaneerB 11 M"attUtl 7-1 (B Usehan) drawi («9 ®«n 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 
7 
B 
9. 

D 
II 

e 

Q 9UD- lOM3MGHAINriRALfi3a)(CD)®Bftert»4itenvab»87 II Rotate 8 02 

H DOGGO- CAUDAB3UMA(213)(D)^AFa^MChamon484 Ata*q>T7 88 

5 1021- ABVWpfQ(D)f Q*)flMwv1n5B3 S Hglta (7) 7 B 702 

V 04024 GADGE(g)(JBMcm)ABri^r7B3 : D9MgM2 89 

17 00411 DB’flECWrep) (D)(IAmitB0B)TDEbncn57 , e|BBQ LCtamdtlTIS 

B 00000 SWYNRJHD DffiAH p9HD) (CUrtak Hckfog^ J Hdherton 5 7 TJ J Lowe 3 85 

-ndedored- 

Mntauni «e(gtt 7W TOEl JmhmMop weight SttfnkxdDiamn 7a TBl 
BETTING: 5-1 Depreetete. 7-1 Reerion For LNe, 9-1 RdcTs PW.Tbe Bey Fax. 1V1 Site Of Ceu- 
fforv 18-1 Ceude Eqtdae, DeecMheniriiteway 1*-1 AAm, Rroad Uribe, 1M AnanSnm Gedge. 
LordHghAdndrel,PtBaCofaicldieca, Step Hri; 20-1 Itenbghan Etae, Spend* SH oOms 
BB 7: Badri Forney 3 8 1) R Lapph 04 (J Eyre) ctan 00 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

What a bet DEPRECIATE would be wKh a standeekfe ckan Thla is a big field end D&- 
predato ri diawn on the nide outrida but the aon cf Bmetod to all the one they aB have 
to beet TWIcai a wkvrer at twrv DeptecMe to bade to hto best after two Southwel wew 
thb month. The strength of Kevin Parley has mada the dffantnee after a fourth to Sue 
Me with an apprentice, and Depredate has rirong ightwright LMsay Chamock atwanf 
today The dop to the timmum trip after the rix-ftrtong wfo dldrrt heft hto progtesse last 
time whan he beat Httora Executive end he goes off a pound louer mark here even wNh 
the fflb penalty Sharp Hart has the stands-rids position and was second to Dashfng Btoe 
fo the Portend here Proud Native has done hto taring on fast ground, hMb Rre Dome 
has had a couple of recent new end wwidrft be erthout a chance at big odds on hto ok) 
form. Ruffe Pet Wshed last season with a wfn on thb cotna but tHs Bfo rise sets tin 
a stem test AnssBman had a needed run 12 days ago and ibis constotont earl, wfole a 
Bely type to be barging away the deatti, may fivlfteiDfo Me sfocafha tatort wtnftid- 
fog hkn out Lord Higb Admlnd has won here but thta would not seem Ns ideet open- 
ing, and State Of Criutfbn has only ever won on Ihe id- weather BarmJngham Blade was 
a tough sort trf juvenOa and a Hrefy type to go wol el a price after the rest 
itacattienlghtawiiy beat Anseteane neck In tasting ground at Aocof lari backend and 
he had won earBer ki the mud et Chester: He cote be the one to give Dapredats moot 
ptDbtama, eapectafy as he to drawn near to the David Barren fumac Paarion For Life 
(fid not win last season but he was smart when with Geoff Lends. The Qey Fox edged 
outAnssiman bom second spot when nanewty beaten by The Puzztar at Newnurhst 
last backend. The Gay ft* has an each-way chanca. Selection: DEPRECIATE 


BETTOia W Proto, 94 Deep DM. 7-1 FteOpttan, 14-1 Khtef, 25-1 TlgNlo, 33-1 bnqtt.Amana, 
40-1 otere 

•97: Hylb TTm Stars 3 9 0 J Wtaner54 far (M Johnstol) (ten (5 B ran 
FORM GUDE 

PROLIX to fo a (Afferent league to these. Us price wri be shy and so it should be after 
rta ctoro batdes wVh Mahboab at Newtary C3ty Honoure here and Tbapct Ftaw at Aa- 
cot 7he others camol be entertained, wBh Paul Cdtob newcomer Deep Dive having to 
be a bit epeoial to causa an upset Free Opdoni# tha only other of any notajudpod on 
Na second fovarrie start whan a necfoaaoond to Darryqte at UngfieU - frem which puts 
hkn two atone below Probe. Selection: PROLIX 


n an I FAUCETS EQUIPMENT LADIES HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 1m 2f 60yds Penalty Vahie £2,416 

04400 BREAK THE RULES (J37) (CD) (J Wirenj DtfchobG T1 7 — CMAon MtariR T7 

00000- NOCUCHQ pUT) (0)01 ALea0wm)DMctioh5l0Tl BtaiBurieyll 

40000- NARADf(J21) (ta B Culey) 3 Cutoy 4 D 7 AnMndiStifogw(5)1E 

3-5330 nmBlDMI(G8)PHGKtete)GKiteqrBV7 Vfoedy SHAbconM (T) 14 

20350- CRYSTAL HBGHTS (J18B)(taHNnmi) BCrinbklgaflSS HdbI tana R 10 

00040 WHITB THAT HAN (3Q(P)n'J0rify)SCWteia4«4.^. Anansta Penea S 

are- VAHADfUU ORE (JB5) (D) (EGsti Omaand) WMcKbomi S D3 Peuta Robson 12 

B2M3B AJDAR (VQ (P Lernymanl Mn S Lanqnen 7 • 2 IbegH Konto (R 8 

-45630 NOSEY NATIVE (23) (taL Pease) JFtece 511 2 LydsPeriteis 

B0080- W MONTAGUE tl113)(C I PRrifoa)TDarnely 8 «1 JBWbrrmlf5)6 

-0036 MLJBANDER(33)(D)(Aftaatai4PH(Mtag4D1 ky Fouetok (5) 2 

00346 RAflWiem QUEST ro(WtaionaeHiP!)h|BJL Eyre a 012 Dtorw AAnan (7) 13 

03222 ON EDGAR (R (Df (A G WBBtw) J L Eyre 89 B WnsJoneiSV 

0QD-1 TtE1«ALHCCOYro(ta»ELFtanWen)taJRerra(tai4B« fare Ruiden 4 

5404 MRXBASSnro (PBtoO>JGLMDCra499 Jana Ifoore (3) 1 

Ben Moore (5)9 
P)7 


058230 AQUAVITAp3) (EHaughtan) J5Lfo<»494.. 


■6*300 DOWN THE YARD (3) ;G Whang) M Qwron 593. 

-17dectarad- 

MteunMBgfcOsrSkL tahmdcapwngtcOomiTTielltodlhrfiSL 
BETTMG: 7-2 The Real Mccoy 5-1 Kutabessk7-1 DrEdga^lO-l Pritowriw. 13-1 Break The Rria*. 
Marwfl, Noeay NaUm. »-l A*te; Arpwvlto, No CAeta, Rtedaer Oneri, IB-1 Qynel Hafohto, Btee 
Thai Hat, 20-1 Father Dm, Vtedtan Ora, 25-1 others 
•87: ate The Rriu 3 it 2 Amanda Rorreo 74 bv (M Ptpo) dam a 20 ran 
FORM GUDE 

THE REAL McCOY looks the acriybwoufto attar a e o v o n l o nglh Southerel win from Record 
Lows last bma Tha gakfing has the same lady aboard and thb tw-finlong shorter tnp 
shouldnt be too much of a problem. Even tha ttfo higher ratinB woutei be that much of 
a cancan in a poor race and hob flfven the wee over IButabeselr.vtfw may have soma 
improvement In hand. Tha stable to gong great pra. Ho hae been in some fair maidens 
on EmBreck and looted a Bariy hewfc ap winner when he hunted up Ctasric Janny to 
January Break The Rulas has been on the el we a ther and b wel handcappad on Ns 
win in IWe same race lost year when with Martin Pipe but he seems to have dataroriet- 
od. Dr Edgar has tha highly competent Diana Jones aboard and amid seem to ham 
every hope on his al-weather form this year. But he is stfi e chencey sort on his old aM- 
Ity with Geoff Wragg. AJdsr vmn oner this trp M Southwel in January with todayb part- 
ner and Irek only a pound worse off with Nosey Native, who was beaten » lengths Into 
start PaBsander has seme hope vrith a low w e ight on hto Equfoack wfo from Aquavit* 
and Nosey Native over tm 31 - the Mtesguent defotf being In a twoHmBet Mamdl is fit 
from hunring. Selection: THE REAL McCOY 


Wincanton 


HYPERION 

2.15 BhnredZ45 Bangers Moor SiOABer 

Moor 350 Shirley Venture 450 Ctihan 4-50 
Ahnnnri Rnck 5^0 Mnstord Rose 



IP McCoy 


eaNG: Orte (Gota to ftm In Iteasl 

• Btht-hardcaAockticaisa mrin agMyd 

• Cdubs Is fE of town on B3061 ADN^WOM tamtaa 

•t£ADWGTRAINBtS:H Pipe 37-63 pL2tg,PftaoB« 

3a-WplKl j OBM fr72 W ”““*!*■* 

•LEADING JOCKEYS; RtaiwoodyZT-Mptls^iAP 

McCoy 20-flB (05*4 C Meade 11-78 (10*1^ T Maeonlw 

1M3[C%i 

•FAvouarcs:irawra(ite440r^^»l 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Dmnid* Ceuntty 8 Song of 
Kendo (M| BridOrfartsI MBtt 



2.15 BWiDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 

added 2m 

1 *a^AWBITOTS1f1«^70 2__^Bori 

2 2-3P4 BLURRED PQ 5 It 2. — — — 

3 PO BUZZARDS BB1BD0Y (107) 8 It! GWjjia 

4 flO GREYTROOPBipfl)51IZ_. " 

5 . OR GUUAffl(H)5112 — 


JUs 


JUKMeB 


ILUOHS [F3S6) 9H 2 
:BBW»7tl2 
msp2 
IfiUZ 

C OOOQ ZAHAHW5H2 
It 8PP BAfflRALLBf 
fi ITOR* ORCHBflD LAW (21)801 

6 0 StUBTSSONG^SOa 
M WSESTOHWIEpH)4DB 
E MKARAflORANflUADa 
S PO LUD0(24)4OB — 

17 F3 Pttan (14)408 

« 238 SAUL ON W (85) 4 T) 8 

-IBdsctawf- 

BETTWQ: *4 Blurred, 3-1 Ifcafc 4-1 Ntafc (hi By 54 Lovsy- 
wmffions, 10-1 Prise* ds Siny 14-1 terixnw, 20-1 Zrirerl, 
Hwo't 1b Haaie, 28-1 otturt 

2-45 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 2m Si 

-1 MSB WQBffMOWMTOJEB-MrJUHlrtR 

J 34W8 HUH£ADfl2S|S1j ® JPteri 

3 MPPP BALiWCHAaM)6«8 BCBtod 

4 -PSPtf Dtm£ACHBiaBn , (II)Bt»3~'tnMe8rtB 

5 P3PTO JUNMIONGnflS^J 

S flJ»«UBETTfflffilBOrm01I3 G8M*y 

7 /PMU SPflBBWBE(il)B«tt UtaH* 

-7*datd- ' 

BETTHQlMBBflgn M(»;74 YMMtetarihMB,t34S|siq 
Kebe, HU MteM, 20-1 OoMa UU mmmt , SM ribers 


3^0 1 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 3m if 110yds 

1 1-421 ALLHIHDOR(58)(CO)7SO ATbonte 

2 4333B DR0MHANA(m{D)B9 7 .TJMwphy 

3 388434 m(»m0BBE(t7)n 7 116 JbOMcMR 

.-3decbnd- 

BETm&B-ISAIsr NoacT-2Dianli*ia a 4-1 KotfiPrnri**. 

ZJSO MARES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m fit 

1 MM lOvaJUK (1^ 9 IT B HGdBBw{7) 

2 

*W* 


90 SHBLETVHITWE(n)(P)Sa«_jn 

SfPPB CQtDFffiT(lfl7L0-- 

D0tf>P CURTIS THE SECOND (iq 5110 

■avp DtiteCK S couw nr r pi) a o a — 
08405 DUNRHei LAW (71)8110 
000 RSWCUmSTMEflO 
MOD BitetSNUMSItD. 

204 lucy curma {i*)Biio 
800 MADAM MATCH (2S)7 no 
Z« WSCHEF STAR (21)5 HO 
0 MGHTHAflE (44)580 

z- souza (38i) ana 



J3Bcnren(ti) 


M205 SCNGOFIQOA(35)B1t9 dcriBUB 

«H34 TKtUff WAHBIHI (S6) B T1 0 MMmdH 

* fiOOLU TRHJMIBfS DREAM (HR) B1I0 AThonte 

ITSPPSM UP THE TWO (16) 9 HQ flOosoe 

« EPP VAtlB YALE (IT) 8 If 0 R Orest 

» UR4P2 WAHAND (tflSItO TDewtee 

-Ititoetared- 


BETTWG: B4 SUrlsy Item, 74 Luqr Gritors, IBsgSM ta, 
B-1 tany tatte »1 Sohrd. 12-1 Lmtok. W ottrere 

420 NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£1^00 added 2m 5f 

1 J31M ASTT MCflEBLBlBS (*1)7120 Mr JTtewd (5) 

2 ABtt B0U>MPf1B]BG0 Mr J Hu. (7) 

3 POM BROOK A LIGHT (S) 7 12 0 *NHreib(7) 

4 Tl-FPl CHAHLBMBMflUN (3Q 7 Q 0— Mr R Baton (7) 

5 22-1E CHSri(t47120 ttJDHmff] 

5 F4SD4 DAPS PR (33)8 40 »TEGSaMl(I) 

7 fiOQAM GXXSUNOgqBea »FHobby(7) 

8 P44R84 LMMUEHr (11) P) 11 E 0 MtatAGudwaO) 

S FB- RAH CRAZY PJJ7ED MrOHcPWA 

H HW* ROHAN W1IANY (49)0 B0 _HrMRkte« 

9 31-471 S«aAE(lT)BB0 lb 6 BstfoetBreiit (7) 

E PUBBU- MAJC BELLE pi*) O fl 9 MrPRpn(7)B 

fl 14ra RYMEAWIUI(vqi21i9_JllnLBbcUM(n 

-ISdsriMd- 

BETTMB:4-1CNu,MAIik More Boaomsmefo, B-1 Bnok 
ALfaht M RyaeAnd Rm, M CbBfMBWtaifti, 10-1 oOm 

450 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added 2m 

1 Sffia iW5Bl ffltCB)PH6ti1) TOHatphy 

2 23WC SSStETSETIVCE (14) ID) 611 B Blfote 


B 354 BOLD OMENTAL PE) 4 H3. 


-SMdNriiB 


ffiTFlNG: 54 Spate*, 74 Mrs Bn, 5-1 Sscnt Stare, B-1 
tetep PsA, 8-1 Stria)ar4 io-i Atomd Rock, BoU Ortaa- 
W.12-1 


S^D OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1,500 added 2m 

1 KB6F0RD R06E («3 (CD) 5 H 8 APUcCoy 

BLACK OAK 5 It 4 MrRWdBsr(7) 

B SIRS (12) 5 It 4 RDHMBOdy 

LOn BUSTHI S II 4 __5F« 


3 SWB SnHUACK(33)(Cqi)fl5 

4 ffW SUPBMMta)(C0)?11S 

5 390 AUKWD ROCKIES 114 


Nlloup) 

JkPHcCoy 

JUIntai 


6 B5050 0R5BBJ3HKIDISHBLCn)7D7 JlOenwniy 

7 suotH OjowiNCRnHflp) 8 ® 7 — rr 


0 ROYAL SPARK (117) 8 11 4 G Italy 

6 SLBGHT OF HAND (MB 5 1) 4. 
4TA*BU5IHip()B114_. 

nnNBS0FffiEen4 »nh 

B CBTM0ILWJRH-(47)p)4n3 JlWtea 

1 PBKCTFaiJW fI7)«11 3 QStanUB{1) 

0 MARY GALE (2D) (BF) 5 DO JLowre 

0 VKMGARTpqSDO JtoPIMl 

P0NTYP00L4BB CMrib(3) 

RNER&ET400 NrUstai 

P H>J0(B1)4DD — JOnTtaowO) 

SUP«ROOSTSI«DD TDneomb* 

0 LS5AL PETinON (34) 4 S3 DSMvQ 

0 PUP'S PC (44) 4 05. RTtata 

m ffl 

BErreaM »tertRm7-2PerfedFeflDB,*-1£r&tl« 
Lrereri, 10-1 SrieMOf Hmd, HaiyGab. M-1 S«ta,20-1 rim 


US hero gets the 
best of Dubai draw 


Plumpton 


HYPERION 

2JB Seize The Day 255 Another Couree 
3^0 Mega TW 400 Muhtacfl 430 Balty- 
grtffln lad 5.05 Not Realty 


GOWG: Good. • 

<l^(Hiandunari8tafautetalF^?5?i^^uL. 

saassssiBSiSs: 

CAR PARK: ft 

•RWOtffinES62D2 whs bom 4» "»» 
BUNKHffiDRHSTTIM&NOP*. 


Z25 AMATEURS HANDICAP HURDLE 


MWW BEND SAME B1)BH 71 

a 2X08- MHBBBWOGYpa)8Da -MrRBRBSi(7)j 

S^JKMKSSdBR 

9 0QB0- NQTaSTRAW OT D g 

D 5fl) OLDGDLDNWNpflSDO HrR-HirlUSi (7) 

tftm RUSSIAN RMR pq«gl> «teBteto(7) 
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BETTING: MAncriw Com*, » Hrrihibnm, 4-1 Amber 
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3.30 SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 
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BETTWIW Magi™, 4-1 DwtatafiMAnreberB Briis 8- 
1 IWe tatts, Cm# taWc, 12-1 (ten 

4.00 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 

1 -B2SP AUGUSTIriELFTH IB O 0 9 2 — MBNCktep) 

2HJIP0 JCFB BJRTHMy f, r ., 9 H 2 PHsotoyp) 

3 0800 WtflAPI (3D ffi S 08- — MAHOgnrid 

ffinWCA^MuBUdLHAugjifltoririi.lA-ltaSBWtolsy 

430 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3^50 
added 3m 11 110yds 
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2F422P ANA20HLBIp H fl 3 PHUe 

3-32P25 PBM.SCHOICE(WID09 »rH1telj-p& 

4/PRB1 BAIJQIWWTNLAD(U! 901— 
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92 Stemphk 5-1 Bstete, SI OteM, 25-1 Jriv tefc 

5.05 ‘NH* NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^00 added 2m 41 
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THE AMERICAN star Silver 
Charm was tipped to become 
one of bis country's greatest 
racehorses as he secured I pole 

p or tion in the Dubai world 
Cup yesterday. His big^race 
jockey Gary Stevens predicted 
be would develop into “one of 
the greatest we've seen” he 
forecast victory for the Ken- 
tucky Derby winner in Satur- 
day's $4m showpiece. 

’His trainer. Bob Baffert, 
chew stall 10 for the grey Silver 
Charm, on the wide outside of 
the field, when the post positions 
were announced in Dubai. But 


a (actor when aboard a horse of 
the cfasfr of Silver Charm, the 
first Kentucky Derby winner to 
race overseas for 63 years. 

“It's scary to think about it 
but weVe not got to the bottom 
of Silver Charm yet,” Stevens 


said, “and 1 don’t knowwhat he 
is capable of. He’s voy genuine, 
fan of heart and determination. 
* “>fou will sec the best of him 
later this year- But I hope he will 
go down in the States as one of 
the greatest we’ve seen. I an- 
ticipate winning on Saturday 
arid am looking forward to it." 

Frankie Dettori, who will 
partner the 5-1 chance Predap- 
pio in preference lo Swain 
(Mick Kinane), urrived hot 
from a success in the United 
Slates at the weekend. He has 
yet lo figure in this event fol- 
lowing defeats on Hailing and 
Kammtarra. “Silver Charm has 
got the best draw,” Dettori 
said. “He can control the race 
and we will all have to do what 
be wants to do," be said. 

DUBAI WORLD CUP DRAW: 1 Mate. 2 
PiadeppKL 3 Urea 4 Behrens. 5 Kyoto Cky. 
B Swan, 7 Oxateu. 8 Bog*. 9 U»4> 
Sauvage. 10 Star Charm 


Now McCoy is out on his own 


TONY McCOY duly broke 
Peter Scudamore’s record of 
221 winners in a season at Lud- 
low yesterday but there was a 
rare setback for the champion 
jockey when be was beaten on 
the 30- 100 shot that he had pre- 
dicted would take him to the 
new mark. 

So it was Petite Risk, anoth- 
er odds-on shot, rather than 
Doctoor. whose name wQl go 
down in history. “1 was disap- 
pointed not to win Ihe fust and 


am delighted to gel it over with,” 
McCoy said “I didn’t think it 
would happen this quickly.” 
Quizzed as to his next target, 
McCoy said: “I’ve pit some 
good rides at Liverpool and I'll 
probably take a break in June.” 
McCoy, who has had no in- 
juries or suspensions this season, 
had a swift reminder nf the per- 
ils of his profession when his 
mount in the handicap chase, 
Tfcllieherry. took a tumble. Mc- 
Coy was swiftly on his feet. 


DONCASTER 

2L05: TOUCH UP is speedily bred 
and is a half-brother 10 several win- 
ners. including Oozlein and Pre- 
mier Touch. The fact that Gay 
Kell way has booked the forceful 
Kieren Falkm means this colt must 
go cm the shortlisL Mick Channon. 
whose Stately Princess look third 
place in lids event last year, fields 
FRANCO MINA. Channon said 
earlier ibis week that this is colt has 
been working sharply at home. 
OLD 

235: Night Vigil is burdened with 
lop weight but scored fluently on 
the sand at Lingfield in February 
(lm 2f). A similar run on today’s 
tnrf surface would make him hard 
to beat. A strict reading of form at 
Wolverhampton in January (lm) 
gives Kieren Fallon’s mount, 
Baresfan, the edge over Night Vig- 
il but this distance could favour 
Michael tflJJs’s hose. However, this 
amid fall to NARROGIN. lUs 
gelding has fine prospects if re- 
peating his display at Newmarket 
in August when a slaying-on third 
to Outsourcing and Ron’s Pel 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


3.10: Lord High Admiral runs well 
with Michael Roberts in the sad- 
dle and is Hkdy to Naze a trail down 
the middle of the track. This should 
ensure that low numbers ant not 
disadvantaged. Brian Meehan fre- 
quently does well at the start of the 
Flat season on turf, and is repre- 
sented here by DANCETHE- 
NIGHTAWAX who should be 
suited by the fast early pace. 
□□□ 

140: Hidden Meadow won first 
time out Iasi season, at Newmar- 
ket in April, and has class. So does 
In Command, winner of the 1996 
Dewhinst Stakes at Newmarket - 
but a disappointment last term. 
RUSSIAN MUSIC has plenty on 
his plate in this Listed race but 
comes to hand early and may be 
sharper than his main rivals. 
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Racing results 


EXETER 

220 : 1. HISS ONOEE (Jams Evans) fo- 
il fav; 2. Obelaa 7-1; 3. Thomas Crown 
15-2. B ran. dst 22. (M ftpeL To** C1BO. 
njO.Et20.ClBO DF: £G£Q. CSF: ES9G 
250: 1. BALLY LIRA (S Borough) 7-1; 
2 Tflty 7-4 tar, 3. Happy Korea 33-1 7 ran. 

*. U (P Ftodtoid). TbSK £780: E2sa CtBQ 

DF: C&7U CSF: tt&79 

220: 1. RAGTIME BOY (I Lawrenco) ID- 
i;2BagaDno3-l Jt tai^ 3. Smn Duke 3- 

1 jt tsnr. 12im ft a (C Banwlt 0HK D220: 
E4U0, cm nan DF: ciaja csf: esaaa 
Thcase rm« Thu: ET73Q Nan Runners: 
Gemmas Vtoger. Tbskana 

250: 1. CAPENWRAY (W Marston) 2-1; 

2 Ftenymoor Prtoca 13-8 tmr, 3. MBcrofi 
Riviera 2-t 4 ran. 2%. det. (J King) TMk 
C 2B0. OF: E2JXL CSF: ESK Nwtiner 
Lstca Armstrong. 

I.SORftEL HILL (Mr L JeHonfl 6- 
4 lav; 2. Stout Joseph 5-1 : X Rusty Fto> 
low 16-1 B ran. a. dsL (Us C Egattoo) IbtK 

£ZSO: C14Q C1SQ CMQ DF: ETS&CSF: E73Q 
450: 1.VA UTU Uarto Evens) 13-2; 2 
Grand Aacdsuta 7-1; X IDegto Alton 9-4 
tell ran. I 'A. (M Pfoe) -fiMK B470: Eim 
£380 E15Q DF: Cam CSF: £4233. THcasc 
£TW3& Tho: CB8a NR: Graan IstonSL 
Jackpot net won (poo) al £5yB03£6 earrisd 
forward to Doncaster today). 

Ptooopot £2990 Quadpob CW4Q 
Ptaoa B: £S» Place 5: £fi04 

LUDLOW 

2-00: T. ANLACE (ChrB Vfebb) >4-1; 2. 


Runner Nrvara PWncess. 

230: 1.UAIDKKAOVeNTUREe Fen- 
ton) 1M; X Desert Ctom 9>i; X Stria Bar 
SO-l 8 ran. 4-5te BoU Sanmera brateBd 
retort. 27. B (Mss H Knight, wantage) Tot*: 
E Mtt £1301 EWtt £8TQ 17: C20JP CSF: 
Stiaaitio: Drat UhNagm Sound 

X00: 1. PETITE RISK (AP McCoy) 6-n 
foe; 2 The RoundaBta 25-1; X Cy- 
be rtach nolofly 2-1 B ran. 13L 22. (M Ptoa 
Ytenoton) IWk EUD, £HX B42G CWft DF: 
C291tt«F:£ai7a 

330: 1. EBEN AL HABEEB (R Dun- 
woody) B-2; 2 Otoancmt «-t; X MldesB- 
4 lav. 7 ran. B, 2V*. (D McCain, 
Chohnondeley) Tine £580: £200 £230 DF: 
ran CSF: £2 Zti 

<UMt 1. PHILATELIC (N UMamson) 9> 
4;2 Hand Wonn u-8tar,X Jacob's WBa 
20-18 ran. 12 (RAfoer. Btondfotd Rxum) 
Ttet: £2J\T. £i3Q tisQ. DF: £250. CSF: £173 
NR: Herbert Buctanan. 

430: 1.CABBI HJLL (MSB EJ JOraS) 0- 


£62): £140, £300, £BSQ DF- C«B0. CSF: 
£1942. Trio: noi won (pool of £27966 ear- 
ned forward to Doncasier aiO today). 
PtacopoC C4Q9G Quedpot STCBO 
Place G: £2131 Place & £2117. 

TOWC ESTER 

210:1. HOTSPUR STREET (Me&S Sam- 
worth) 10-1; 2 Hew GoH Eagle 14-1; X 
Admirers Guest 5-2 Jt lav. n ran. 12 JttaY 
North End Lady (piled upl 'h. 7 (E James) 
Tbte: EB.10; SZ2X tZSO, £130 DF: £5090 
CSF: ETM94 No bid for the winner Tno. 
0B8L7D> 

240: 1. SHADRACH (RThomton) 4-1: 
2 wBBe Wsmebe 25-1 ; X WSytaran Way 
■0-11 tar. 4 ran. «, 1 Y^ (Mrs H Lfebtoy) Ibta: 
tUtt DF: £1620 CSF: C34B9. 

Xitel. PETTAUGH (Mctte taiwit 0- 
2; 2 Met BrecfcneB 7-1: X Thirty Below 
U-l S ran. 2-1 tav Five Ftes (4UU X 1& <G 
ttfotann.’ftte: £840; £230: CtBQ EZflttCr. 
CM20 CSF-. £48691 Tricast £*5706 Trio: 
£7SBa Amended remit Mss Bmcfcnrf 
was tat past the pore but was demoted to 
second pm toter a stewards' tnepary 
X4te1.RAMALLAH(MARDO«ekqU- 
4 tsv: 2 Ley II Off 3-1: X MremyV Cholco 
4-1 7 ran. 3 28 (Mss H Kntgtitt ratse £870; 
£190 £240. DF: £1460 CSF: £1130 
410: 1. ARDROM (Ft Garrny) T-1; 2 
Raacti The Clouds 4-1 lac X DeugNer in 
Law CM I5ren7.i (Pwubert'Mecnao: 
£I8Q £170 £840 DF: £3230 CSF. £3332. 
Tricast £33660 Tno- £17200 

440: 1. LDCHNAGfMIN |M> R W*tey) 
7-2:XAyD9lw94fav;XEWonDsnC8Tl- 
4 9 ran. tt. 5 (T For^l TbtK £270: SM30 
£MO Clfo DF: C440 CSF. CE3S Tita C32Q 
5.10: 1. TOP NOTE (P H :j) 6-4 fav; 2. 
Bold Laep 4-1; X tarert BIB S-l « ran. 
26. EUGdlordV TWe: £230; £120 £160 
£220 OF: S570 CSF. EJBT Trio: CC30 tfla: 
ComofS Cratt Montacd Polo Rfoga Tlwtv 
dettred. 

PlasspeC £337140 Ouadpot £2730 
Ptocefi: £27013 Pteca 8. £71637. 


4; X Always Bemembsr 2-1 for, X : 

Will 16-112 ran, cfot 28 (t»8 A Ftora) TWe: 
£340c£l8O£l3QE27QnF.E42QC5F‘CSQ. 
Tno: £2970 NRk Grew Gusto Mr Beal My 


9.00: T. COMMANCHE LAW (N 
W ifcu i Bo n) 3-1; 2 ABB U-2; X Bansno 
Home 33-1 18ran.7-4{wOurGI«0j«lh) 
3 1 /.-. 1V-. (K Btofoy; Upper LemOaum) Tate: 
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Hussain's nous 


can put England 
house in order 


WHEN success and failure in 
sporl can be measured in 
10,000ths of a second. Eng- 
land's 3-1 defeat by the Wst In- 
dies, on the back of three days’ 
poor cricket, may seem a huge 
margin- In fact, on the poor 
pitches much of this series was 
played on there has been little 
between the sides. Had Angus 
Fraser not spilled that vital 
caught and bowled in the first 
Trinidad Test. Michael Ather- 
ton’s successor, would not yet be 
so much as a twinkle in the eye. 

Once a captain goes, par- 
ticularly in dramatic circum- 
stances. there inevitably follows 
a frenzy of speculation over who 
the successor might be. For 
once the candidates seem ob- 
vious, and a straight choice be- 
tween Nasser Hussain and Alee 
Stewart is where the wise 
money lies. Braver speculators, 
however, may like to consider 
Adam Hollioakc, Mark Ram- 
prakash and Nick Knight, the 
recent A team captain. 

For many, not least those who 
long for a return to starched 
whites and stubMe-fieediins, the 
safest option would be to pick 
Stewart. At 35, he is no longer 
young, but his dedication and fit- 
ness are such Lhal he could do 
the job until someone younger 
feels ready to take over. How- 
ever, apart from his lack of dis- 
tinction as captain of Surrey, 
there is one simple reason why 
Stewart should not be captain, 
and it concerns the immediate 
future of the England team. 

Quite simply, if our best 
young talent are to realise their 
potential, they must experience 


Derek Pringle, Cricket Correspondent 
believes Michael Atherton’s successor as 
skipper must be able to lead by example 


Test cricket without being over- 
cicposed, especially early on. For 
that reason Stewart’s dotage 
must be spent keeping wicket 
and batting at No 3 or No 6, so 
that the likes of Ben Hollioake 
can be blooded at No 7. 

If hierarchies mean anything, 

then Hussain, Atherton's vice- 
captain for the last two winters, 
ought to get the job. A passion- 
ate man, Hussain has a shrewd 
and alert cricketing brain and is 
good at dealing with the press. 

However, as the last remain- 
ing vestige of Raymond Illing- 
worth’s time as chairman of 
selectors - it was Illy who ap- 
pointed him as Atherton’s 
deputy - he has his critics, and 
many feel he is moody and self- 
ish. Ironically, these were two of 
the “accusations” initially levelled 
at Graham Gooch, now part of 
the selectorial panel who win ap- 
point the new captain, probably 
in May. But if Hussain has his 
faults, the pluses outweigh them, 
and like Hollioake, he captained 
England A in Pakistan three win- 
ters ago, with distinction. 

Hollioake’s resumption as 
England’s one-day captain af- 
ter his success in Sharjah is 
bound to link 1 him with the 
main job. An instinctive captain, 
he inspires his players more by 
word than deed. Like Knight, he 
has yet to -prove he is good 
enough to command a Ifest 
place. If England's goal is to 


beat the best, you cannot carry 
players - not even captains. 

Thik of Ramprakash is equal- 
ly fatuous, at leak at the momenL 
As captain of Middlesex, he is . 
learning the ropes in the coun- 
ty game. In the Test arena he has 
only just found his feet let alone 
earned bis epaulettes, and should 
not yet be burdened by anything 
more than scoring runs. 

A lack of runs, according to 
the man himself was one of the 
reasons that Atherton decided 
to resign. But while it is true that 
his career average has now 
dipped blow 40 - the bench- 
mark of a good Test pUtyer - fig- 
ures had little to do with him 
quitting a job that consumed 
him both publicly and privately. 

Symmetry is often over- 
looked in sport, and Ather- 
ton's 52-match reign, as 
England captain - a total only 
exceeded by Allan Border and 
CKve Lloyd - was bookended by 
3-1 losses to the West Indies. In 
between, there were also two 
defeats at the hands of Aus- 
tralia, both 3-1, as well as Pak- 
istan and South Africa. 

Worst of all, and what per- 
haps set him on the slippery 
slope as far as the media were 
concerned was the whmgjng and 
mediocre performances in Zim- 
babwe, where England lost 
three one-day matches, after 
drawing the Test series 0-0. 
The volume and vidousness of 



jjjk 


Michael Atherton found that the job of leading an often erratic England dde consumed him both publicly and privately Photograph: Dwkt ^ 


some of the criticism that en- 
sued, left a bitter taste, which 
after the hysteria that followed 
the “soil in the pocket" incident 
two years earlier, caused him to 
harden, both inside and ouL 

Highlights, although fewer, 
would have included a drawn se- 
ries against the West ladies and 
South Africa at home, as well 
as wins against New Zealand 
and India. Under him England 
certainly became more difficult 
to beat, but only at home. 

Overall, one in four Tests 
were won under his leader- 
ship, a figure that revealed a 
lack of bowling depth and fire- 
power. By his 50th Ifest in 
charge, some 50 players bad 
been picked and it was a sure 
sign of England’s weaknesses, 
that a dear majority of them 
were bowlers. It was amOar sto- 


ry this time, with only the 32- 
year-old Fraser, who took 27 
wickets in the series, perform- 
ing with any distinction, on 
mostly bowler-friendly pitches. 

To compound matters, the 
batsmen, Stewart and Ram- 
prakash apart, peaked too late. 
Mind you, Atherton’s insrs-. 
tence on picking John Crawley 

ahf-nr! of ‘ Ramp rakanh for the 
Trinidad Tests had all the hall- 
marks of an own goal, as did the 
continued selection of a hope- 
lessly out of sorts Jack RusselL 

Stubborn, occasionally to the 
point of inflexibility, be is pop- 
ular with team-mates. His in- 
transigence is both his strength 
and his weakness, although a 
chronically bad back is also tak- 
ing its tolL The V-sign that 
sloped out in Barbados was not 
so much directed at Philo Wal- 






lace as against the situation, as IJIWJ; 
England once again squandered IMiftlV|i 
a good batting perfomrance by . 

poor bowling. In a way, people 
should have rqoiced- it showed t; ‘ 

bimtobenottheemotkmalre- 
tard many like to suggest he is. s*®*^** 

A restitute team man, he was 
talked out of resigning, not 
once, but twice. On the first oo- 
casion, following last summer’s 
Ashes defeat at Trent Bridge, he 
badjust dotted the i's on his res- 
ignation statement when Lord 
MacLaurin rang on his car 
phone and talked him round. Wjjgg 
It is settled now and although 
he wants to play ooim England ig 

and Lancashire, the captaincy 

rWinwi mthpr than refirwii him 

Unless his form and the joy he 
felt after tus epic innings in Jo- - 
bannesbing return, J#e in the l I BI m BTO 
ranks may not appeal far long. aSw®®® 







ffiSISs 


E£g 




The tough guy approach was not enough for an i 


IN HIS tong and sometimes 
clumsy reign as England's cap- 
tain, Michael Atherton has not 
often seemed like a matador. In 
recent weeks he has been pinned 
-to hisstumps by Curtly Ambrose 
so often that one’s money, in a 
bull -fight, would without doubt 
have been on the bull. 

But in stepping down im- 
mediately after this latest so- 
near-but-so-far defeat in the 
West Indies he has shown quick 
feet and acute reflexes. The 
press, too, was snorting and 
pawing at the dust, confident 
that one more lunge could top- 
ple him; and the next couple of 
weeks promised to be a rather 
special tabloid nightmare. But 


in one nimb le movement Ather- 
ton has leapt away from the 
sweeping horns, dodging the ris- 
ing clamour for his replacement 
and earning himself sweet ac- 
colades as a guy who might have 
failed to light up the skies, but 
sure as hefl gave it his best shot 
In a few years’ time, when be 
looks back on his captaincy and 
woaders what he could have 
done differently, he will proba- 
bly wish that he had somehow 
found a way to set a more vi- 
brant and optimistic tone. The 
Atherton years won’t realty be 
remembered for their wise- 
cracks. He chose a different 
route - the Allan Border route 
- and tried to act the tough guy. 


It didn’t work; he was onty 
rarely able to seduce the best out 
of the very good players under 
his command. And he ended up 
with the worst of both worlds: 
for tough guys, when they lose, 
simply look ungracious and un- 
sportsmanlike. 

Even when he bowed out, be 
might weQ have taken a leaf out 
of Brian Lara's increasingly im-' 
pressrve book. Lara’s fulsome 
tribute to his opposite number 
made Atherton’s own resignation 
statement seem a bit dutiful and 
below the occasion. 

Atherton’s supporters will be 
quick to point out that a captain 
is onty as good as the ammuni- 
tion at his disposal; if Atheis had 


Robert Winder ponders the lessons to 
be learnt from England's departing captain 


been able to wind up Wtoh and 
Ambrose, the story goes, then 
this last series would have been 
very different. That might be 
true: everyone would love to 
have such good players. But 
England’s much-abused 
bowlers could easily retort that 
in eight Ifest match innings, 
the West Indies scored 300 
onty twice. On four occasions 
they were bowled out for less 
than 210. The worid’s best bats- 
man did not get a century. 
These figures also pay tribute to 
Atherton’s sometimes maligned 


captaincy in the field. And yes, 
it’s a shame that the bowlers 
didn’t do even better. But the 
series would have been Eng- 
land’s if they had batted with 
more purpose and adventure. 

It was a series of fine lines. 
England twice came dose to 
winning; in Barbados they were 
outflanked by the weather, and 
in Antigua they lost a cruel toss. 
But they have made a habit over 
the years of always falling just 
on die wrong side of these fine 
lines. In Trinidad they simply 
blew it, and the dropped catch- 


es in Antigua were much more 
dedrive than- any of the so- 
called bad decisions that left our 
batsmeti gtowermgm the dress- 
ing-room. Lambert and Hoop- 
er should both have been sawn 
off in single figures. Between 
than they scored 212 runs. 

The immediate question is 
who-Stewart, Hollioake, Hus- 
sain or Ramprakash -will take 
charge not summer. But the les- 
son of Atherton’s reign might gp 
deeper than that It might re- 
main the fanta^ of almost every 
boy cricketer in England (a 
dwindling band) to captain his 
country one day, but these days 
the dream is tinged by the fear 
that as lovely jobs go, this might 


just be one of the worst there is. 
An Englan d ca ptain finds hilXL- 
sdtfmdiarge of players who play 
too much, and pick up injuries 
almost faster than they gather 
runs and wickets (the list of Eng- 
land’s crocked fast bowders goes 
on and on). He finds himself 
sharing todays with a unique- 
ly judgemental and angry na- 
tional media who insist on 
burdening him with their own 
unrealistic hopes, or lamming 
him for the smallest perceived 
misdemeanour - almost alone 
among sporting celebrities, a 
cricket captain gets to pick his 
nose in super slow motion on 
prime time televirion- He finds 
himself lampooned when Eng- 


land lose (which is often) and ab- 
surdly ennobled on the rare oc- 

casfons when they win. One 
way or another, he finds himself 
being blamed for unexpected 
storm douds in the Caribbean, 
for brilliant bowling by the op- 
position, or for a schoolboy 
run-out involving two of his 
most trusted lieutenants. 

Can it be fun? Atherton in- 
risted yesterday that to tune as 
captain had been “enjoyable”; 
but not everyone will be able to 
believe, him. Certainty he 
looked demob happy in the 
field; the decision to step down 
brought a rare smile to to 
face. Many England followers 
would have found this poignant. 
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COULD 
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MORE 
INSPIRING 
LEADER? 


Calypso cricket returns to the Caribbean 



AFTER two months of extra- 
ordinary, enthralling cricket, 
the bottom line is emphatic 
enough- The West Indies, who 
started the series under the 
cloud of a 3-0 trouncing in Pak- 
istan and the direction of a 
new, unsettled captain, retained 
the Wisden Trophy they have 
held since 1973 by the re- 
sounding margin of 3-1. 

England, genuinely opti- 
mistic that their time had finally 
come to end the prolonged im- 
balance, diverse from Antigua 
today for the five one-day in- 
ternationals with their dreams 
so shattered that their longest- 
serving captain felt compelled 
to resign with his given assign- 
ment incomplete. 

In spile of the overall result 
(and the margin in two Tests of 
242 runs and an inning s and 52) 
some of England’s senior play- 
ers. and much of the attendant 
media, have contended that 
the result is not a true repre- 
sentation of the difference be- 
tween the teams. They take into 
account the pitches, the tosses, 
the umpiring and the weather 


in their assesanents. All were 
vital elements but then they are 
in any series. 

With a little more luck, it 
seems, and it could have been 
5-0 to England - had the um- 
piring been better in the first of 
the two Tbsts in Port of Spain, 
had Mike Atherton called heads 
instead of tails in Georgetown 
and St John’s and had it not 
rained on the last day in 
Bridgetown. 

lb take that line fa to ignore 
the primary reason for the out- 
come - the all-round superior- 
ity of the West Indies bowling 
and the inclination of Eng- 
land’s batting to crumble before 
it when things got tough. 

In Curtly Ambrose and 
Courtney Wish, the West In- 
dies possessed the most effec- 
tive pair of fast bowlers in 
contemporary cricket, each 
vastly experienced, still physi- 
cally strong and motivated as 
much by widespread doubt over 
their age as by England's pre- 
series braggadocio. 

Brian Lara could throw the 
ball to them and know they 


West Indians have reasons to be cheerful, 
but it is a mistake for England to be too 
gloomy. Tony Cozier assesses the series 


would exploit any help in the 
pitches, of which there was 
plenty, and certainty not waste 
it, even when conditions 
favoured batting. Mike Ather- 
ton had onty the worthy Angus 
Fraser on whom he could rely 
for such inefaiveness and disci- 
pline and the strain eventually 
took its physical toll on hi™. 

Dean Headley fa still a Ifest 
newcomer and, judged as such, 
was far from a failure. Bui 
Atherton might have expected 
more consistency from Andy 
Gaddkk, especially in the ab- 
sence of Darren Gough. 

Still, the Wfcst Indies were al- 
ways expected to hold the pace 
.aces. The surprise was that 
they were demonstrably 
stronger in spin as wefl. Carl 
Hooper, whose casual off- 
breaks were for so long a de- 
fensive stopgap between waves 
of speed, was encouraged to 


adopt a more positive method. 
His Gne switched from run-sav- 
ing middle and leg stumps to 
outside off, in front of the bats- 
man, and he worked his fingers 
more than be ever did . 

No more was he Geoff Boy- 
cott’s “lollipop” bowler and his 
15 wickets (at 23.66 each) were 
more than any West In dian 
spinner had taken in a series 
since Lance Gibbs 22 years 
ago. 

■ For two Tfests - significant- 
ly those won by the West Indies 
by the widest margins- the new, 
young leg-spinner, Dinanath 
Ramnarine, skilfully supported 

Hooper and gave the Wtest In- 
dies’ attack a balance it had 
lacked for so long. 

Conversely, Phil Tufnell, 
England’s hero at The Oval in 
August, proved their greatest in- 
dividual disappointment. The 
initial use of his left-aim spin as 


a defensive tactic, into the 
rough from over the wicket on 
a turning pitch in the first Fort 
of Spain Test, sent him the 
wrong message and he was nev- 
er the attacking bowler who 
routed the Australians only a 
few months earlier. 

Indeed Mark Ramprakash, 
a novice off-spinner, often 
looked more threatening, mak- 
ing it more perplexing why the 
specialist of that type, Robert 
Croft, was not preferred Apart 
from anything else, he would 
have shored up the brittle lower 
order batting. 

Indreidual batting gains were 
limited for both teams, Ram- 
prakash’s tong overdue maturity 
for England and the West In- 
dies' equally belated discovery, 
tty default, of a forthright open- . 
mg pairin Philo Wallace and the 
venerable Clayton Lambert. 

Yet England are no nearer to 
finding a permanent No 3 than 
the Wfest Indies are a No 6 and 
both continue to have problems 
with their wicketkeepers- The 
Ptydrologtcal impact is likely to 
be far more far-reaching than 


in the development of players 
for the millennium- The re- 
spective selections made it plain 
that the priority was the present, 
not the future. 

After their undeniable de- 
cline over the last few years, cuW 
minaring in the Pakistani 
disaster, and under their new 
captain, Lara, the West Indies 
could not afford another set- 
back. 

For England, this was an op- 
portunity lost to nullity a tong 
and dreadful record, not only 
against the West Indies, but 
against the major Test countries 
in general and overseas in 
particular. 

The scenes at the Antigua 
Recreation Ground on Tbesday 
evening were instructive. 

For the West Indies, as the 
celebratory catypsos blared out 
from Child’s Disco and the 
crowds jumped for joy, it was a 
throwback to the glory days of 
the 1980s.. 

Lara’s smile reflected the 
new, buoyant mood. England's 
was summed up by Atherton’s 
ashen-faced abdication. 
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Sussex braced for backlash Warne record as India dominate 
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SUSSEX were last night ex- 
pecting a strong reaction from 
members following the revela- 
tion that the county are sinking 
to leave the County Ground in 
Hove, their home for 126 years. 

The committee, which took 
over a year ago following a 
members' revolt, has decided 
the future of the oldest county 
club lies away from the historic 
location and a formal an- 
nouncement was to be nude at 
the annual general meeting at 
tiie Grand Hotel in Brighton. 

Sussex claim a new multi- 


purpose Sports stadium is need- 
ed in the county. They are al- 
ready working closely with 
homeless football club, 
Brighton and Hove Albion, 
and the Susses chairman, Robin 
Mariar, who has visited four 
shortlisted sites, hopes to have 
a replacement for the county's 
home since 1872 finalised by the 
end of the year. 

“The committee is united in 
its wish to see us in a new home,” 
Mariar said. “Sport now needs 
stadia, not a homely little 
gixmod surrounded by flats. We 


need somewhere where we can 
accommodate cars. We need 
thousands of spaces where we 
currently have onty a handfuL 
“If 4,999 of our 5,000 mem- 
bere say ‘no fear* then obviously 
we -will listen to them.” 
Marlar’s problems also ex- 
tend to sponsorship. With just 
three weeks to go before the 
start of the season, a Sussex- 
based firm in. the financial ser- 
vicesindusby, which was tohave 
backed the dub, has been tak- 
en over and the new owners are 

polling oat of the deal 


Irafia 290-4 
y Australia 


SHANE WARNE became the 
most successful spin bowler m 
Test history yesterday when he 
snapped up two Indian wickets 
in the third and final Test, in 
Bangalore. 

The Australian leg-spinner 
reached hfa landmark as India 
scored 172 for 3 at tea on the 
opening day. ’Rhine beat the 
mark of309beto by West Incfies 
off-spinner Lance G2*s when he 
wofcthe wicket of RahidDravid 


in hfa 67th Ifest. Gibbs had tak- 
en 79 Tfests to achieve to haui 
Warne, who had figures of 0 
for 142 in die second Tfest in Cal- 
cutta, which Australia lost by an 
innings and 219 runs, over- 
hauled Gibbs by dismissing 
Nayjot Sidhu (74) and Dravid 
(23) in successive overs. • 
However, hfa achievement 
was eclipsed by the batting of 
Sachin Tfendnlkar, who hit an 
unbeaten 217 as TntHa contin- 
ued their assault on Australia’s 
long-suffering bowlers. 

The Indians, seeking a dean 


sweep after winning the fast two 
Tfests, made the Australians toil 
under the scorching sun to 
score 290 for 4 by the dose. 

First Osk infr man Jon 

MOU-nrattnohus 

V V S laxman e Tayfar b K anawte . . ... .. . 6 

NSSttubWm !_» 

n Dravid b Vtam 23 

SHTknddcar notout m 

•u A Artwuftln c Hasty b UUrrwit __/*> 

S C GanoJy not out 

Bdm QiA bZ. b(B ,13 

lbtaip>r«,90m«s} BW 

ftit 1-K a-ioa 3-m +44a 

Tb Hate. IN. H. Mortfa. A Kurt* HwvWar 

at 1 

aon(HM4ft Wtadh 4-WM-Q; Lehman M-SST-t 
AUOTIMUA: "tf A MK 14 J St** Q S 
^HE«MRTMoDS Lehman 
HA Hedy BKIwna G ft wbortaon. M S 
KnpwinAClMa 

umpire* V K RmaMomy wri D RShephanl 






31/FOOTBALL 



THE IN£>£ PE NDENT 
THURSDAY 26 MARCH 


Breen’s 
dream 
start not 
enough 


By Bill Pierce 
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^ 1 KEEGAN has finally 

- “ agn Peter Beard " 

• • hA !* IB ^ OD *° an > ^ Pn ^ laTT1 - 
. '.‘ s ^ wV fcgan, who signed Beard- 

.. r w ii:Mii‘ eo he was Newcastle’s 
* ^ £r and played with him 
,,imes’ fek before that, 
' ' ^ ^suaded the 37-year-old 
• ' ' w% . T i England striker to join 
=’• ^'^^adon club from Bolton 
xw ff ' ' end of the season. 

•••• l ^ great news for us,” said 
l u l'm joining up again 
player I've spent many, 
antes with. We've taken 
itfi the end of May be- 
Jte play-offs come pret- 
. .find I said to Peter ‘Do 
r- icy going back to Wem- 
. • i- ■ 1 ;cause that's wbere we’re 

It didn’t take him long 


Jones calls time on Crazy Gang 


ibbean 


VINNIE JONES dosed the 
chapter on the original Crazy- 
Gang yesterday, as he became 
the last ra ember. to leave Wim- 
bledon, joining Queen's Park 
Rangers as player-coach in a 
£500,000 deal. 

Jones agreed to sign a three 
and a half year contract, subject 
to a medical to work alongside 
Ray Harford, himself a former 
Wimbledon manager, in revi- 
talising the First Division side. 

Jones admitted that it was “a 
huge wrench” to leave Wim- 
bledon, the dub he gave up his 
job as a hod-carrier to join in 
1986, with whom he won die FA 
Cup in 1988 and the team he re- 
joined in 1992 after a three-year 


break with. Leeds, Sheffield 
United and Chelsea. 

Jones was the founder mem- 
ber of tbe.Gazy Gang spirit dial 
marked Wimbledon apart and 
enabled them to become as suc- 
cessful as many of their bigger 
rivals on meagre resources. 

He said; “It’s a bit sad. 
That’s it now, the old Crazy 
Gang won’t be there any more. 
But there are certainly boys at 
Wimbledon now who can take 
it on a step further. They’Ve got 
their own little Crazy Gang 
there themselves and they’ll go 
on to good things. 

“But you can’t live in the 
past You have to go forward 
and I have to be looking to 


■ coach and then to go into man- 
agement.” 

Jones, never the model pro- 
fessional having been seni off 12 
times in. his career and once 
booked just three seconds into 
a game, said he -was so excited 
about the move that his “heart 
was pounding out of his chest". 

Tbmmy Boms, the former 
Celtic manager, is back in man- 
agement with the struggling 
First Division tide Reading. 

Bums, who was youth de- 
velopment officer at Newcastle, 
has taken over from the care- 
taker-manager Alan Pardew. 
The former manager Ibrry Bul- 
livant resigned last week fol- 
lowing protests from fans. 


Burns was first offered the 
Reading job nine months ago 
when the then joint managers, 
Jimmy Quinn and Mick Good- 
ing, left the dub. He accepted 
verbally, but was then tempted 
awayfolbwingalast-numiiebid 
from Newcastle. 

“I think I can save Reading 
from relegation, even though we 
have a tough ran in our last sev- 
en games," Burns said. “I will 
definitely be strengthening the 
squad before tomorrow’s dead- 
line. 

“I went to Newcastle in- 
stead of Reading because they 
were a big dub and I thought I 
would find opportunities there. 
As time went by, I began to re- 


alise that there were no op- 
portunities and I wanted to be 
my own man and get into man- 
agement.” 

Arsenal’s Re mi Garde has 
announced that he will retire at 
the end of the season. Garde has 
never really made an impact at 
Highbury since his move from 
Strasbourg in the summer of 
1996 and said he was returning 
to live in Lyon, where he will 
work towards his coaching qual- 
ifications. 

Wolves are setting them- 
selves up for the FA Cup semi- 
final against Arsenal by signing 
the Australian international 
winger Robbie Slater from 
Southampton for £50,000. 


The First Division’ side also re- 
signed midfielder Nefl Emblen 
yesterday, after setting him to 
Crystal Palace for £L8m earlier 
this season. Wolves’ young strik- 
er Jason Roberts hiis joined 
Bristol City on-loan. 

Newcastle have gone to their 
neighbours Darlington to sign 
two young players in a deal 
which could eventually be worth 
£1.8m to the Third Division side. 
They have paid an initial fee of 
£500,000 for strikers 1 Paul 
Robinson, 19. and James Cop- 
pinger, 17. 

Sunderland have made the 
former Southampton and Ful- 
ham manager lan Branfoo t di- 
rector of their football academy. 




ide, and he’s absolutely 
ed as well. He’s still as fit 
die and a tremendous in- By Alan Nixon 


Kennedy close to £1 .75m Wimbledon move 


• on to those around him. 

... thnsiasm and the way he 
: i- 3 * with younger players will 
boost for us.” 

.“gan, Fulham’s director of 
11, has tried to sign the for- 
iverpool and Everton 
■JP-V previously this season, 

" „_i st out on more than one 
,.v ® on. “It’s a massive coup 
s dub and shows that we 
. .j-*' V to get anybody for Ful- 
„ Keegan added. 

: 


MARK KENNEDY is poised 
to complete a £ 1.75m transfer 
to Wimbledon after the south 
London dub tabled an offer to 
Liverpool larger than those of 
Nottingham Forest and 
Queen's Park Rangers. 

The Republic of Ireland 
midfielder is heading for Lon- 
don for talks and wffl join the 
Dons before the transfer dead- 
line if he agrees terms. Wim- 


bledon have been chasing 
Kennedy for a year and finally 
raised the money to meet 
Liverpool’s valuation. 

Kennedy recently had a suc- 
cessful loan speD at QPR, who 
wanted to buy him, and has no 
future at Liverpool although be 
was recalled from his loan to 
play for- the club. 

John Spencer’s future at . 
Everton was plunged into doubt 
last nigfat when he felled to 
agree terms on a permanent 
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more to Goodisoo. The Scottish 
striker was due to sign for 
£3 .4m from QPR, but salary ne- 
gotiations broke down. Spencer 
wifi stay on loan but could be 
recalled by Rangers. 

Meanwhile, Everton's bid for 
Greek star \fess£tis Borbokis is 
also up in the air as Sheffield 
United did a dram tic U-turn. 
News of Howard Kendall's 
£l-2m move has sparked anger 
at the KA Cop semi-finalists and 
caused a split on the board. 

Now Kendall is fearing be 
may miss out on Borbokis as 


Football results 


International friendly 

Cadi Rep (0) 2 Rap of Ireland [Q 1 

Strict* 48 Breen 9 
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gttftn SMrtSwlzMtatt Ota 6. MMoei 
n EnriandffSfauaBehU **&**, A*m$r 
HAnOHWIK FOOTBALL LEWSUESaoindOt- 


Sbeffield have second thoughts. 
The Blades have already lined 
up a replacement in Bradford's 
Chris Wilder. 

Manchester City have made 
a bid to bring Mike Sberan back 
from QPR in a £2m deal made 
up of players plus cash. S heron, 
who joined Rangers for £2m last 
summer, has been told by the 
manager, Ray Harford, that he 
expects the deal to be com- 
pleted. Now Sberan will have to 
agree terms with City, while the 
Manchester City manager, Joe 
Rqyfe, also needs the players he 
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is swapping to accept the switch. 

The C% striker Paul Dickov 
is included in the package and 
the former Areenal player is pre- 
pared to return to London after 
being left out of Kqyle's side. 

The midfielder Michael 
Brown is also involved although 
he starts a two-game ban at the 
weekend which makes him less 
attractive to Rangers. 

City will pay some cash on 
top of the two players to get 
Sberan, who is poised to talk to 
them today in a bid to beat the 
transfer deadline. Sheron start- 

Sweeper lure 
for Redknapp 

JAMIE REDKNAPP is hoping 
for another crack in the sweep- 
er’s role, despite his testing bap- 
tism for England in the Under-2l 
international against Switzer- 
land in Aarau on Ibesday night. 

The Liverpool midfielder, 
deployed in the position for the 
first time in his career as an ex- 
periment by Glenn Hoddle, 
the England coach, was only a 
qualified success as the Swiss 
earned a comfortable 2-0 win. 

Redknapp said: “There’s 
been a lot of pressure on me to 
have a go in the role and do welL 

If the result had been betier. it 
would have reflected better on 
me. But it was my first time and 
Td really like to have another 
go at iL You must concentrate 
on what you’re doing, and if you 
lose the ball in that position it 
can be costly." 


ed his career at City before mew- 
ing on to Norwich and ihci? 
Stoke. He is from St Helens ami 
that might be a persuasive foc-l 
tor for him. 

Meanwhile, Rpyle has signed 
another old Gty favourite, Ian , 
Bishop, from West Ham Unit- i 
ed -on a free transfer, but his 
hopes of signing the England 
Undcr-21 prospect John Curtis 
on loan from neighbours Unit- 
ed have been dashed. Curtis is 
needed lo stay with the United 
squad for the title bid because 
Michael Clegg is injured. 


Catch Republic 
Republic of Ireland 


Cup warm-up: (left to right) Referees Esfendlar Baharmast of the United States, Luden Bouchardereau of Niger, Pierluigi ColEna of Italy and France's Mark Batta are put through their paces at a stadi- 
Paris during a physical training session organised for referees who wiS be officiating at this summer’s World Cup finals In France Photograph: Laurenrt Rebours/AP 


DESPITE the encouragement 
of an early goal from the Coven- 
try City centre-back Gary 
Breen, an experimental Re- 
public of Ireland side slipped to 
a narrow defeat in yesterday's 
friendly international against the 
Czech Republic. 

The youngest team ever pul 
out by the manager, Mick Mc- 
Carthy - average age below 23 
- eventually ran out of steam 
against the Euro 96 runners-up. 

Breen, one of the more ex- 
perienced internationals in Mc- 
Carthy's team, rammed home 
his second goal in 13 appear- 
ances after some dever work by 
the Blackburn winger, Damien 
Duff, who was making his debut. 

The fleet-footed teenager 
forced a corner with a forceful 
run down the left. Gary Kelly's 
flag-kick was flicked on by 
Everton's Gareth FarTelly and 
Breen lost his marker to shoot 
home after nine minutes. 

The Czechs battled back - 
literally - as they tried to im- 
press their new coach, Josef 
Chovanec, in his first match in 
charge. Pavel Kuka was lucky to 
stay on the pitch when he clear- 
ly punched Ireland's captain. 
Kenny Cunningham, full in the 
face. The two players squared 
up but the referee, AttOa Julios 
of Slovakia, missed the incident 

A reprieved Kuka set up the 
former Manchester United 
winger Karel Poborsky for a 
shot which flew over the top. 
Then Pbborsky fired a free- kick 
over the bar in the 33rd minute 
as the Czechs pressed for an 
equaliser. 

McCarthy sent on the 17- 
year-old Wolves striker Robbie 
Keane at half-time in place of 
Leeds' Alan Maybuiy to uy to 
boost his attack. Keane thus be- 
came the youngest Irish in- 
ternational since Ibttenham's 
Jimmy Holmes in 1961. 

The impressive Charlton 
playmaker Mark Kinsella al- 
most caught the Czech goal- 
keeper, Tomas Postulka, bv 
surprise with a snap shot, but 
Ireland lost their lead within 
three minutes of the restart. 

Lubos Kozel ran 50 yards 
from his own half and, as the 
Irish defenders backed off, he 
slipped the ball through to the 
hard-running Kuka, who caught 
it just before the byline and cut 
it back for Vladimir Smiccr to 
fire home from six yards. 

Ireland were pushed fur- 
ther and further back as 
Poborsky orchestrated a string 
of neau incisive moves. The gan- 
gling substitute for Kuka. Vra- 
lislav Lokvcnc, volleyed just 
wide of a post and then head- 
ed against a post. 

The Czechs took the lead af- 
ter 75 minutes. Kozd was again 
the architect of the goal, running 
at the Irish defence and finding 
Sraicer. He could not control 
the pass but the ball fell invit- 
ingly for another substitute Ed- 
vard Lasota, to ram home the 
winner. 
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Leading man: Britain’s Cofin McRae races past a hilltop crowd near Fafe yesterday; during the 24th stage of the Portuguese Rally which he went on to win 


Photograph: AP 
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First win for McRae 



IN THE end it came down to 
just over two seconds, but it was 
enough for Britain's Colin 
McRae to record his first victory 
of the season in the Portuguese 
Rally yesterday. 

In a formidable display of ag- 
gresave driving, the 29-ytar-old 
Scot powered his Subaru Im- 
preza into the lead on Monday’s 
third stage and never relin- 
quished command of the race 
to claim his 14th career win. 

However, the driver who 
made McRae sweat was the 
Spaniard Carles Sainz, wbose late 


charge for victory in his Tbyota 
Corolla failed by just 2.1sec. 

Sainz, who started the final 
day 27 seconds off the lead, 
nearly overtook. McRae with the 
fastest times in five of the last 
leg’s eight stages. 

McRae, who took third 
place in Monte Carlo bat failed 
to finish in the following two 
events of the season, was de- 
termined to win in Portugal to 
avoid slipping further track in 
the overall drivers’ standings. 
He is now fourth in the world 
championship with 14 points. 

Sainz has moved clear at top 
with 22 points and has lifted 
Toyota to 26 points, one more 


than Mitsubishi, in the manu- 
facturers’ championship. 

Finland’s Juha Kankktmen, 
the joint championship leader 
with Sainz before Portugal, fin- 
ished om cf the points in seventh 
place to remain on 16 points. 
Belgium's Freddy Loix finished 
third, 45.8 seconds off the pace, 
in his Tbyota Corolla, while 
Britah’s Richard Bums in a Mit- 
subishi Carisma finished fourth, 
53. Isec behind. 

Finland’s lb mi Makineo, 
the reigning world champion 
and last year’s winner in Por- 
tugal spun off foe road and into 
a tree on TUesday. 

Positions Digest, page 28 


ACROSS : 20 

7 Foodstuff’s a soun* of 
iron? Thanks (4) 

8 See one lake on first in- 22 
strument of tort toe (4. 6 ) 24 

10 Distraught, Paulcame to 

make an apology (3, 3) 25 

11 Queen beginning to rule, 
say. in Australia ( 6 ) 

12 Collection of antiquities to 26 
make you think and sound 
hesitant ( 6 ) • 

13 Oho! Crop’s lying around 1 
farmer's first meadow ( 8 ) 

15 After tucking into beer, 
writing a statement of 2 

faith ( 8 . 5) : 

18 Confirmed bachelors not 
quite intent pronounce- 3 
ment( 8 ) 


Left has irritation with 
Government's first mishap 

Understand trick (4, 2) 

A pause during spucially- 
ananged travel (S) 
Outspoken and favouring 
mostly the Conservatives? 
( 10 )' 

Great many killed (4) 
DOWN 

Give more freedom to 
rendering of Elgar etude 
( 10 ) 

Inept, getting left on the 
other side of the Chutmel 
( 6 ) 

I’d turned up scheme to 
secure graduate ambas- 
sador material? ( 8 ) 


Sycophantic troops follow- 
ing Sergeant Major ( 6 ) 

Call lo have team close to 
the action ( 8 ) 

Jack Sprat's favourite 
bank? (4) 

Working with lace, say, 
having little financial back- 
ing ( 2 J. 10 ) 

Married couple, say, going 
over the Spanish pan of 
church (4,6) 

Variety of top-rate English 
musical entertainment ( 8 ) . 
Think it should be Found 
in county’s spectators ( 8 ) 

I almost blush about new 
bypass ( 6 ) 

Doctor ruins hospital - lots 
of patients all at once? ( 6 ) 
Doctor brought in a sec- 
ond man (4) 


Atherton quit over batting 


MIKE ATHERTON’S chronic 
lack of batting form was the 
mam reason behind bis decision 
to resign as England captain. 

The England coach, David 
Lloyd, yesterday revealed why 
Atherton quit after losing the fi- 
nal Test, and with it the series M. 
“Over a fairly leqgthyperibd now 
he has been short of runs, and 
he’d taken enough,” he said. 


Lloyd believes it would be . 
“right and proper" for Atherton 
to be consulted on his successor. 
Alec Stewart is the favourite, 
ahead of Nasser Hussain, Adam 
Hollioake and Mark Ram- 
pralcash. “1 expect I will also be" 
asked foran opinion, and if I am 
I will give it," added Lloyd, 
Lloyd was too upset on Tbes^ 
day night to speak about either 
the Test defeat prAifcertoo’s res- 
ignation. He said yesterday: 
“There were so many different 


.emotions. When Hussain and 
Thorpe were together we were 
in control. But then there was 
(me moment qf madness with the 
run-out arid suddenly one wick- 
et brought seven. As for Mike, 
when be was in charge and we 
were bonding sides out he was as 
good a captain as anyone. But he 
never had boMersut either end 
with more than 300 Test widsets 
to their name and that has got 
to be a big factor in his record." 

Derek Pringle, page 3Q 
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THE Middfesbrohgh manager, 
Bryan Robson, joked yesterday 
that he is expecting “some 
grief" from ids new £3.45m 
signing Paul Gascoigne. 

But he Added that although 
Gascoigne would be the centre 
of medra attention he would still' 
be worth, every penny of bis 
transfer fee. “There will be' 
certain people looking for 
knocking stories. But these in- 
cidents are few and far. be- . 
tween these days," Robson said. 
“) am sure Gazza wiB give me 
a littte Wt of grief from time to 
time but it will be worth it. 

‘"It is the media who expect 
trouble, not me. I believe Gasr 
coigne will respect me as a 
manager and I will respect him 
as a player." 

And Robson believes that 
Gascoigne has now matured 
and will be looking to the mid- 
fielder to inspire his younger 
players. Robson said: “When a 
player reaches the age of 30, he 
becomes aware of the fact that 
he is in the second part of his 
career. He wants to work bard 
to make sure. he plays on 
as long as posable. Gazza loves 
his football and our fans will 
love him. 

“Paul likes a few pints now 
and again, but he is one. of the 
hardest trainers I have ever 
worked with. The other players 
will see how hard he worits and 
it wifi be abig influence." 

Gascoigne will be named in 
Middlesbrough’s squad for the 
Coca-Cola Cup final against 
Gielsea at Wembley on Sunday 
if he passes his medical. If the 
medical tests are positive. Boro 
plan to unveil Gascoigne at a 
news conference today. 

Supporters gathered out- 
side Middlesbrough's training 
ground in the picturesque vil- 
lage of Huiworth to catch a 
glimpse of Britain's most fa- 
mous footballer - fait, like the 
press, they were banned from 
watching him train and banned 
from talking to him. 

They were also quite com- 
fortably outnumbered by the 
crows in the wood outside the 
main entrance. 

Gazzamania? Well, not 
quite. One flat-capped pen- 
sioner did turn up with his 
bulldog on a lead, swearing he 
had changed its name to Gaz- 
za after hearing the news that 
Gascoigne had joined Mid- 
dlesbrough from Rangers. 

While Gazza may have lost 
some of his- pace on the pitch 
these days, he showed a pretty 
fair turn of speed as be arrived 
for his first training session with 
his new team-mates. At 10.15 his 
Range-Rover sent 30 or so pbo- 
tograpbexs scattering as it roared 


through the main dopEBoe of the : . 

training ground, with Gascoigne . 
himself at the wheel and his min- - 

der, Jimmy “Five Bellies” Gar-, . 
diner, sprawled across the! , 
passenger seat. There was nei- 
ther a wave, nor a hint of anile .■ 
Maybe at 30 this is a new ma-i 
turc Gazza after all. ! 

The mood among the fans* 
was upbeat. The hope for them 
is that he contributes as muchi 
to the team as Juninho - , f 

tie Brazilian whose brilSSutr 
performances graced the River-f ‘ 
side Stadium last season. )' 

■ Among today’s sprinkling* 
of fans was the Middlesbrough!, 
Supporters’ Association seerc-i j 
taiy, Simon Bolton, though it’, 
should be said he was ferried the’ 

15 miles from Middlesbrough to 
Hurworth in a taxi supplied by;- 
Sgr tdeviaoo, after they became ; 
desperate for someone to talk ; 
to. Bolton, the man who looks- . 
uncannily like “Five Bellies”, - 
had been woken up this morn- 
ing by Rangers fans, sad at the i . 
loss qf Gascoigne. 

“I can understand them be- > 
ing a fat upseL Gazza is a hero • 
to them,” Bolton said. “He is j- 
one of the best-known nac^vin (*.■: 
football. It was a big surprise .- 
when they heard he’d joined, ' 
but as tong as he puts in 100 per • 
cent like Juninho, be will have : 
the fans’ respect. But they won’t ■ 
put up with anyone fredoading . 
here.” • 

Gascoigne coaid make an ’ - 
immediate return to Ibrox at the 
end of next month in a testi- 
monial for the veteran Rangers 
midfielder Ian Du riant i 

At the moment the biggest 
selling point of the testm?Qial;'f 
which will be against Sheffield: 
Wednesday on 28 April, is the" 
return of the former Celtic for- 
ward foolo Di Canto to Glas- 
gow. 

However, Gascoigne yes- 
terday indicated he might offer 
to turn out in the match, as he - 
regrets having left Rangers' 
without having had the chance ; 
to bid farewell to bis colleagues') 
and the dub's fans. 

He told Virgin Radio: | 
“Leaving Rangers was one of j 
the saddest days in my career,., 
but now I’m looking forward to; 
my new challenge. I have the.-' 
chance to work with Brauns* 
Robson, who was my idol^ ^ $ 
he used to play, .: 

“Yet Tm sad to be leavi" : 
Rangers especially, as I never 
the chance to say goodbye to th§ 
guys. But bopefolly I can, as laff 
Durrant has a testimonial com- 
ing up and 1 would like to say | 
goodbye to the fans properly." ; 

The main stumbling block - 
could be Middlesbrough's pro- I 
motion ambitions, with the 
match coming the week before j 
their final League game of the , 
season against Oxford. 5 


Bohinen completes 
£1 .45m Derby move; 


DERBY COUNTY have com- 
pleted the signing of Lais Bo- 

kinan TJl 1,1. C 


ing amove back to the Nether-i 
lands to take charge of PSVi 


pictcu uie signing ui do- uuuei uj rase cuarge of P 5 V| 
hinen from Blackburn for Eindhoven for the second time ( 
£ 1.45m. The Norwegian in- in his career. PSV, where Rqb-1 
ternational midfielder signed a son was manager from 399 GVes 
three-year deal after meeting 1992, guiding them to the league' 
the Rams manager, Jim Smith, title twice, have offered Robsor. 
at Pride Park. a deal reported to be worth up- 

Bohinen failed to win a reg- to £15,000 a week, 
ular place at Blackburn, but The Dutch club are looking! 
Smith believes he will be ideally to fill the coaching vacancy left! 
suited to Derby’s style of play, by the departure of Dick Ad-i 
“We’ve SiD got nearly a qoar- vdcaat,who is to take charge at i 
ter of our season to go, and Lais Rangers next season, 
could play a substantial part in A PSV spokesman con- 
us getting into Europe,” Smith firmed that an offer had been 
said.*T^isaqua%piayerwfao made to Robson, who is cur- 
scores goals and be will be giv- rently director of football at 
en a free role in avery offensive Barcelona, following talks with 
midfield position: Fm looking the Dutch cinb’s chairman, Hnr- / 
forward to woriang with him.” ry van Raaij, in Spain. 1 

Bahinen’s dtort^erm aim is However, the Dutch media 1 
to earn a place in Norway’s believe Robson may be seen as ; 
World Cup squad, but he in- a temporary solution and there- 
sisted: “I haven’t just come . fcre only offered a one-year 

hp.r>> W<hat rtfmiiTW ni tin rnnh-art w nn.. I 


“u » wm lu gctiwA u* want — uiirT)nner 

way team, faitFmesated about player and cmrent^rueeJ 
coming to Defter County." : . coadi Eric Gerets - will not be! 

. Bobby Rofaoh, the focmer released from his existinn con 
England manager, is consider- - tract until 1999 , b a 'l 












